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FROM THE AUTHOR 

Recently the interest to endgame has considerably increased. Many chess play­
ers who did not pay any special attention to it before, have started to study guides, 
on endings strenuously. Now games are not adjourned, and all decisions should be 
made at the board. Besides the popularity of active chess grows where the knowl­
edge of typical positions and game methods in the endgame is especially important. 

To learn playing endgame well, it is necessary: 
- To know as many typical ways, positions and methods of their playing as pos­

sible. With the skill growth the quantity of exact positions which should be firmly 
remembered should increase. 

- To learn to understand the final stage of a game, to find the correct plans in it. 
For this purpose it is necessary to study endgame classics and to solve chess prob­
lems constantly, first of all those that are as close to a practical game as possible, as 
well as to analyze own endings carefully. 

'the second volume consists of 7 chapters devoted to rook and queen endings 
and rook/queen against minor-pieces. The chapters are divided into themes, each of 
them has examples for independent solving. All answers can be found at the end of 
the book. The author hopes that this book will help readers to learn more about the 
endings, to enjoy them and to learn playing them well. 

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS 

? an erroneous move 
?? a very poor move 

a strong move 
! ! a very strong move 
!? a remarkable move 

+- (-+) White (Black) has a decisive advantage 
± (+) White (Black) has a considerable advantage 

equality 

;!;; (:!=) White (Black) is slightly better 

D. (A) White (Black) to move 
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- Wide choice of chess books written by the best Russian coaches on any topics 
including Opening, Tactics, Middlegame, Great chess player, etc. 
- Wide choice of programs on CD and DVD for the following trends: 
Playing programs (Rybka Aquarium), Training courses {CT-ART 3.0, etc), 

Database Management System (Chess Assistant), Software for Pocket PC. 
Software for download by Internet. You save about 20% if compared to a 

CD/DVD version and receive your order at once. 
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2 program versions are available for playing from PC: Flash version of the pro­
gram and Special client program that is installed to a user's computer - the 
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We invite you to watch online broadcasting at chessok.com from all grandmaster 
tournaments with Rybka Aquarium comments in online. 
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8. EXTRA EXCHANGE 

8.1 ROOK AGAINST BISHOP 

8. 11 Rook against bishop without pawns 

The normal result in such endings is a draw, a win being possible only in 
exceptional cases. 

31 9 D. = 

319. Theoretical end ing . 1 .  Ci!i>b6 
.A.a7 2. Ci!i>a6 Aba 3. na2 Aa7 4. 
g{g2 Ab8 5. g{g4 [5. Ilg8 - stale­
mate . ]  5 . . .  Ad6 , and Black mai n ­
tains t he  balance , keeping h i s  bish­
op on the b8-h2 diagonal . 

320. I n  this position Black loses , 
because his bishop is unable to 
reach the vital a2-g8 d iagonal .1. 
nea Ci!i>g7 2. lie7 ct>ta 3. <t>f6 Ci!i>g8 
4. Ci!i>g6 ct>ta 5. ne51 Ad7 Zug­
zwang .  Now, if 5 . . .  Ag2 (or 5 . . .  
Ag4) , then 6 .  'i!tf6 Af3 7 .  Iie3 !  
Ag2 8 .  Iie2 Af3 9. Hf2 ! ,  and the 
bishop is lost . 6. <t>f6 <i!?g8 7. g{g51 
<t>ta [7 . . .  «!th8 8. «!tf7+-] 8. nasi 
Ac6 9. na6 Ag2 1 o. na2 Ae4 1 1 .  

Molien 
1 897 

320 D. +-

ne2 Af3 1 2. g{f21 , and White wins .  
321 . Theoretica l  end i n g .  1 . . .  

Ag1 1  The best defense.  I f  1 . . .  Ac5 
2. !lc7 Af8 , then 3. !lc8+- 2. g{f1 
Ah21 3. g{f2 Ag3 4. g{g21  Ae5 or 
4 . . .  Ad6 5 .  Iid2  Ae7 6 .  Hc2 fol ­
lowed by 7 .  !lc8 +-; on 4 . . .  Ah4, 
5 .  'i!th5+- decides . 5. ne2 Ad6 6. 
nea Af8 7. nda,  and White is 
mati n g .  

322. White wins on ly i f  h e  suc­
ceeds i n  not a l lowing the black king 
out of the corner. Here this is possi ­
b le .  1 .  <i!?f51 Threaten ing 2 .  «!tg6 .  
1 . . .  Ci!i>g8 2. na41 The only 



ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST BISHOP 

Horvits, Kling 
1 85 1  

321 .... +-
winning m ove . 2 . . .  Ae1 Other  
moves lose immediately. 3. �g6 
cat8 4. llf41 , and White wins . On 

Platov V. 
1 925 

322 fl. +-

7 

4 . . .  �e8 or 4 . . .  �g8 there fol lows 
5. lle4+-

8.1 2 Rook and pawn against bishop 

The stronger side wins in the overwhelming majority of cases, though 
sometimes he has to overcome s ign ificant d ifficu lties. One should note 
that the win is easier if the pawn has not advanced far yet . 

323 fl. +-
323. White's task is to occupy 

with h is king one of the squares 
next to the pawn, c4 or e4; here it is 
comparatively easy. 1 .  !lb81 Ag2 
2. !lg8 -*.f3 [2 . . .  Af 1 3 .  �e4] 3. 
llf8 -*.b7 I f  3 . . .  Ag2 , then 4. Ilf6 
�d5 5. Ilt5 �e6 6. llg5 AdS 7. 
llg6 ,  winning . 4. llf6 �d5 5. !lb61 

Ac6 [5 . . .  Aca 6. Il b5+-J 6. llbB 
�d6 7. !ld8 �e7 8. llhB �d6 9. 
llh7 �d5 1 0. llh5 �d6 1 1 .  �c4. 
and White wins . The win is also 
achieved when a pawn is on the 
3rd rank. 

Gurctzky - Kornints 
1 860 

324 +-
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324. I n  th is  positi on a win i s  
achieved by  exceptional ly su btle 
p lay. 1 .  llc7! It is important to have 
i n  reserve a possib i l ity of check on 
c6.  1 . . . lifi>f6 2. llc2 Ah4 Other  
continuations also lose : 2 . . .  <i!?f7 3 .  
<i!?g5 ;  2 . . .  Ab4 3 .  Iic6 <i!?f7 4 .  
<i!?e5+-; White wins even after the 
most stubborn 2 . . .  Aa5 3. Iic6 
<i!?f7 4. f6 (4 .  <i!?e5) 4 . . .  <i!?g6 5 .  <i!?e5 
Ada 6 .  Iia6 ,  and the rest is clear. 
3. llc6 � 4. llc1 lifi>f6 [4 . . .  Af2 
5. Iic2 Ah4 6. llh2 Ae7 7. ll h7 
<i!?f6 a .  Iih6 <i!?f7 9 .  <i!?e5 ; or 4 . . .  
Ae7 5 .  llc7 <i!?f6 6 .  Iic6 <i!?f7 7 .  
<i!?e5+-J 5. llg1 Af2 6. llg6 � 7. 
llg2 Ae1 [or 7 . . .  Ab6 a .  lld2 Aa5 
9 .  Iid7 <i!?f6 1 0 . Iid6 <i!?f7 1 1 .  
<i!?g5+-J a. �g5 Aa5 On a . . .  Ac3 
there fol lows 9. Iic2 Af6 1 0 . <i!?f4 
Ada 1 1 . llc3 Ah4 1 2 . Iih3 Ada 
1 3 . <i!?e5 , winn ing . 9. llc2 Ada 1 0. 
cB14 Ah4 1 1 .  llh2 Ada 1 2. llh7 
cBt6 13. lla7 Ac7! 1 4. �g4! Ada 
1 5. lla6 � 1 6. �h5 �g7 1 7. 
lld6 Ae7 [ 1 7  . . .  Aa5 1 a . f6 <i!?f7 
1 9 . <i!?g5+-] 1 a. lld7 � 1 9. lle7 
�7 20. �g6,  and Wh ite wins .  

Now let us examine several theo­
retical positions in  which the stron­
ger side is unable to win .  

325 �orA = 

EXTRA EXCHANGE 

325. Back draws by moving with 
his bishop on f7 and ga .  

326 �orA = 

326. White is powerless to im­
prove h is  position . If the bishop 
were at b8 , B lack would draw by 
moving with h is  k ing on c6 and c5.  

Del Rio 
1 750 

327 � = 

327. Black maintains the bal ­
ance by keeping h is  b ishop on the 
a2-ga d iagonal . 1 .  llc7 Aa2 2. 
llb7 Ac4! Black m ust always be 
able to meet 3. �g6 by check. I f  3 .  
f7 , then 3 . . .  <i!?g7 ! =  3 . . .  Ad3 , with 
a d raw. 

Knowledge of th is  posit ion  
al lowed B lack to  save h imself from 
the dangerous situation i n  the fol ­
lowing game. 



ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST BISHOP 

Szabo - Botvinnik 
Budapest, 1 952 

328 £ = 

328. 1 . . .  Ab71 Botvinnik wrote 
about this move : "One of the most 
beautifu l combinations in my 
career". 2. c&>d2 Ac81 3. �es cBr8 
4. llgS llaSI By sacrif ic ing  an 
exchange B lack obtains a theoreti ­
cal ly drawn position . S. �d7 [or 5 .  
�g6] s •.. Ad7 6 .  llas .1\.g4 7 .  c&>e3 
Ae6 8. cBr4 Ac4 9. lla7 hS 1 0. 
c&>gS h4 1 1 .  c&>h4 Ab3= A theoreti ­
cal d raw. Sti l l ,  some moves were 
p layed . 1 2 . c&>gS Ac4 1 3. llc7 
.1ta2 1 4. llc1 Ads 1 s. ct>ts cBt7 
1 6. c&>es Ab3 1 7. llc7 cBr8 1 8. 
llb7 Ac4 1 9. llb4 Aa2 20. ct>ts 
Ads 21 . c&>g6 AfT 22. c&>gs Ads 
23. llh4 Ab3 24. llh8 cBt7 2s. 
llh7 cBr8 26. f1 The last chance . 
26 . . .  c&>e71 27. c&>g6 Ac4 28. llg7 
Ab3 29. f811 cBr8 30. ct>t6 c&>e8 31 . 
l:le7 c&>d8 Draw. 

329. White draws by precise play. 
1 .  Ad6 fid2 2. Af4 l:lg2 3. ct>t1 f2, 
and the only saving move is 4. c&>e21 
If 4. JJ..c7, then 4 . . .  Ilg7 5 .  iJ..b6 
(5 . . .  Iif7-+ was threatened ) 5 . . .  
li!?g3 6 .  iJ..f2 !i!?f3 , and Black wins .  
4 . . .  c&>g4 S. Ad6= (or JJ..c7=) 

I n  the fo l lowing position a draw is 
achieved in a study- l ike way. 

Benko 
1 967 

Benko 
1 967 

330 D.. = 
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330. 1 .  c&>f1 f2 1 There i s  noth ing 
better. 2. Ac71 Only this move 
saves the game .  Wh ite l oses after 
both 2 .  JJ..e5 lla5 3 .  JJ..d6 llf5 fo l ­
l owed b y  �g4-f3 ; a n d  2 .  JJ..d6  
lla6 3 .  JJ..c5 li!?g3 !  4.  JJ..f2 !i!?f3 . 
2. . .  fib2 3. Ad61  fic2 4. Aes 
fid2 s. Af4 fie21 6 .  Ab81 The 
only m ove . Bad i s  6.  JJ..c7 due to 
6 . . .  Ii a2 ! ; o r  6.  JJ..d6  ll b 2 !  7 .  JJ..g3 
li!?g4!  I and B lack wins . 6 . . .  l:le8 
6 . . .  ll a2 7 .  JJ..c7! llc2 8 .  JJ..e5 !  -
another  examp le  of correspon­
d ing sq u a re s .  D raw. 7 • .1\.g31 
Other  moves l ose ,  but  now - draw. 



1 0  

331 .. +-

331 . Theoretical end ing . Positions 
with a rook's pawn are the most d iffi ­
cu lt ,  and this example is not an 
exception 1 . . .  Ci!ic81 White is unable 
to win. Al l  other moves lose, for 
example 1 . . .  <i!?aa? 2 .  lle7 At4 3 .  
ilea Aba 4. <i!?b5 <i!?b7 5 .  Ile7 <i!?aa 
6. <i!?b6 ! (White advances his pawn to 
a7, which secures a win) 6 . . .  Ag3 7.  
Ila7- (a typical maneuver) 7 . . .  <i!?ba 
a. !lf7! <i!?aa 9 .  a6 Ah2 1 0 . a7, and 
White wins. 2. llb3 Acl4 3. llb4 
lLe3 4. lle4 Af2 Black must al-ways 
keep his bishop on the g 1 -a7 diago­
nal . 5. Ilea li!ic7 6. lle2 Acl4 7. 
llc2 Ci!ib8, and White has achieved 
nothing . 

Only with h is pawn on the 4th rank 
is Wh ite always sure of winning . 

332. 1 .  llb7 Ci!ical [ 1  . . .  <i!?aa 2 .  

EXTRA EXCHANGE 

Guretzky-Kornints 
1 863 

332 6. +-

a5+-] 2. llb31 But not 2. a5? - White 
must reserve the aS-square for his 
king . 2 .. . li!ic7 [2 . . .  Ad4 3 .  <i!?b5+-] 
3. llc31 This move, which was point­
ed out by Barcza, is simpler than the 
author's solution:  3. <i!?a5 <i!?c6 (or 
3 . . .  Ae1 4. <i!?b5 <i!?b7 5.  Ilt3 ! ;  3 . . .  
Ag 1 4. llb5! fol lowed by 5 .  <i!?b4+-) 
4. llb5 Ae1 5. <i!?a6 <i!?c7 6. Ilb7 
<i!?c6 7. Iib1  Ad2 a .  Ilb2 fol lowed 
by 9. Ilc2+- 3 . . .  Ci!ib8 4. llf3 Ag1 
The best defense. 4 . . .  Ad4 5 .  Il b3 
<i!?c7 6 .  <i!?b5+-; or 4 . . .  Ah4 5 .  !Ita 
rJiJc7 6 .  <i!?a7 +- 5. llb3 li!ic7 [5 . .  . 
<i!?aa 6. a5+-1 6. llb71 Ci!ica [6 . .  . 
<i!?c6 7. Iib1  +-] 7. 1lb5Ae3 8. Ci!iaS 
Acl2 9. Ci!ib6 Ci!ib8 1 0. lle51 Ci!ic8 1 1 .  
aS, and White wins. 

8.13 Rook and pawn against bishop and pawn 

In endings with such alignment of forces the result depends mainly on 
how the pawns are positioned. The most unfavorable for the defender are 
positions in which the pawns blockade each other. 

333. A win is ach ieved by a typical rook for b ishop and pawn , obtains 
p lan in such posit i ons :  the a won pawn end ing .  1 . . .  Ci!ie6 After 
stronger side dr ives the opponent's 1 . . .  <i!?c5 Wh ite penetrates with 
king as far away as possible from h is  k ing from the other s ide:  2 .  
the pawn , and then , b y  g ivi ng up  his Il ha <i!?c6 3. Ilda !  Ac5 4 .  



ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST BISHOP AND PAWN 

Fine 
1 94 1  

333 .A +-

�e2 Ad4 5 .  �f3 , and the rest is 
clear. 2. �c4 �d6 3. llh6 �d7 4. 
�d5 �e7 5. llh7 <ifif6 [or 5 . . .  �ea 
6 .  �e6 �fa 7 .  Ilha �g7 a .  Il ba !  
Ac3 9 .  �e7 Ad4 1 0 . Il b 1  Ac5 1 1 .  
�e6 Ad4 1 2 . Ilf 1  fol lowed by 1 3 . 
Ilf5+-] 6. �d6 .a.ca 7. llb71 .1Ld4 
a. llb3 � 9. ct>d7 <ifm; 1 0. llf3 
�g6 1 1 . llf5 fo l lowed by 1 2. �e6 
and 1 3. lieS,  and Wh ite wins .  

One can say that a l l  endings of 
this type are won .  It is more d ifficu lt 
to win with rook's pawns .  

Salwe - Rubinstein 
Prague, 1 909 

334 .A -+ 

334. Here Rub i nste in  p layed 1 . . .  
�5?, which could have led t o  a 
draw. I nstead , B lack could have 

ll 

won by 1 . . .  I!f3 ! ,  keeping the white 
king  i n  the corner: 2 .  Ah6 Ilf7 
B lack's task is to push back the 
enemy k ing  to the h-fi l e .  3. Ag5 
�d3 4. �g3 �e2 5 .  �g2 Ilf2 6 .  
� g 3  Ilf3 7 .  � g 2  I!a3 ! (the rook 
i s  transferred to g4) a .  Ae7 Il a4 
9 .  Ada Ilg4 1 o. �h3 �f3 1 1 .  
Ac7 Il g  1 1 2 . Ah2 ( 1 2 . �h2 does 
n ot he lp  in view of 1 2  . . .  Il f 1  1 3 . 
Ada �g4 1 4 . <i&g2 Ilt5 1 5 . Ag5 
I!ta 1 6 . Ae7 Ilea 1 7 . Ag5 Ile2 
1 a . �f 1 �f3 , wi n n i n g )  1 2  . . .  llf 1  
1 3 . Ac7 ll h 1  1 4 . Ah2 �e4! 1 5 . 
�g2 ll d 1 ! 1 6 . Ag 1 ( other moves 
lead to the same f i n i sh )  1 6  . . .  �f4 
1 7 . Ac5 �g4 1 a . Ae7 H e 1 ! 1 9 . 
Ag5 H e2 20 .  �g 1 �g3 2 1 . �t 1 
Il ea zugzwang . Wh ite loses the 
h4-pawn , and the game is  over. 2. 
�21 �g4 3 .  �e2 llf3 4. Ah6 
�g3 5.  Aos llf8 6. �e3 Ilea 7. 
�d3 �3 8. �d4 lle6 9.  �d31 
lld6 1 0. �c3 �e2 1 1 . �c41 This 
savi ng  var iat ion  was po inted out 
by Maize l i s .  To win ,  B lack must 
d rive the white k ing  beyond the c­
f i l e ,  but he is unab le  to do th is :  
Wh ite takes the d iagonal opposi ­
t ion . 

335 

Bellon - Tatai 
Rome, 1 977 

-+ 



1 2  

335. The game conti n u ed :  
1 . . .  Ilc2 2. <i!i>b1 <i!i>b3 3 .  Aa7 The 
only move ; otherwise the bishop is 
lost. 3 . . .  Ilh2? This move m isses 
an easy win which could have been 
ach ieved by 3 . . .  Ilc6 4 .  ii..b6 (4.  
ii..b8 lacS-+) 4. . .  Ild6 !  S .  �c 1 
IldS !-+ 4. <i!i>c1 <i!i>c3 5. <i!i>d1 Weak 
is S. �b1 due to S . . .  !l b2 6. �a1 
( 6 .  �c 1 !la2-+) 6 . . .  �b3 fol lowed 
by H h2-+ 5 . . .  Ild2 6. <i!i>e1 <i!i>d3 7. 

ll.b6 Ilh2 8. AdS Also possible is 
8. �f1 . 8 . . .  Ilh1  9. c!>f2 Ilh8 1 0. 
ll.b6 Ilea 1 1 .  c!>f1 [ 1 1  . �f3 !l f8 
1 2 . �g4 �e4 1 3 . �g3 !=] 1 1  . . .  <i!i>d2 
1 2. ll.c5? A decis ive m istake . 

EXTRA EXCHAXGE 

Wh ite cou ld  have drawn by keep­
i ng  h is  ki ng  on g4 and g S :  1 2 . 
�g2 !  Ilf8 1 3 . �g3 ! ,  and B lack 
wou ld  be unable to cut off the 
wh ite king  beyond the g-fi le .  1 2  . . .  
Ile51 1 3.ll.b4 N ow 1 3 . ii..b6 loses 
in view of 1 3  . . .  !l fS 1 4. �g2 �c3 
1 S . �g3 �b4, and Wh ite's k ing 
does not reach c1  i n  time .  13 . . .  
<i!i>d3 1 4. c!>f2 Ilb51 1 5. ll.e1 Ilf5 
1 6. <i!i>g3 <i!i>e2 1 7. <i!i>g4 [or 1 7 . 
ii..b4 fibS 1 8 . ii..c3 ll b3-+] 1 7  . . .  
Ilc5! , and Wh ite res igned , s ince 
he loses either the bishop after 1 8 . 
ii..b4 !lc4; or the pawn after 1 8 . 
ii..g3 !las . 

The defender has many more drawing chances when his pawn is placed 
on a square of the opposite color to that of the bishop. 

Rubinstein - Tartakower 
Vienna, 1 922 

336 A 
336. I n  th is  wel l -known game 

Rub instein ach ieved a draw by  sac­
rific ing the bishop on gS at the 
proper moment. But there was also 
another way to the draw: to transfer 
the bishop to the b8-h2 diagonal , 
after wh ich an exchange sacrifice 
on g3 or h2 would lead to a drawn 
pawn end ing .  

337. 1 .  c!>f1 Ila1 2 .  <i!i>g2 lib1 3 .  
ll.h51 The on ly  saving move. White 

Averbakh 
1 98 1  

337 D. = 

loses after both 3 .  ii..f 1  Il b2 4.  
�g 1 e3 S .  fe �g3 ! 6 .  e4 Il b 1  7 .  eS 
!l e 1 -+; and 3.  ii..c4 Ilb2 4. �g 1 

�f3-+ 3 . . .  lie1 4. ll.e8 .1Ie2 5. 
c!>f1 lid2 6. ll.h5, with a draw. 

When both s ides have passed 
pawns ,  the bishop can successfu l ly 
oppose the rook .  Be ing a long­
range piece , the . b ishop supports 
its own pawn , s imu ltaneously im­
ped ing  an enemy pawn's advance . 



ENDINGS WITH SEVERAL PAWNS 

338 

Lukin - Panchenko 
Cheliabinsk, 1 975 

= 

1 3  

338. 1 .  llb7 �g8 2 .  g7 The only 
opportunity to play for a win. Now, if 
there were no b2-pawn, Wh ite 
wou ld  have won easi ly:  2 . . .  �h7 3. 
llf71 fol lowed by 4. gB'If+-. 2 . . .  
lJ..g7 [2 . . .  �h7=] 3. �g6 JJ..e5 4. 
llb5 ems Draw. 

8.14 Endings with several pawns 

In such endings the drawing chances are slight - after all the exchange 
is a serious advantage. Still, some exceptional positions are known where 
the defender is able to draw. There are also numerous positions where the 
win is possible only after significant difficulties have been overcome. 

339 

Rytov - Zhuravliov 
URS, 1 973 

= 

339. Th is is a theoretical draw, al­
though  exact play is  demanded . 
1 .  em3 lJ..b2 2. �e4 lJ..c3 3. �d5 
Ab2 4. �d6 ems Black d raws s im­
pler, if he ho lds h is fortress: 4 . . .  
it.f6 5 . .tla7 �g8!  6 .  �e6 it.c3 7 .  
h4  it.d4 8 .  il c7 Ab2 9 .  �d5 (o r  9 .  
g 4  h g  1 0 . llc4 �g7 1 1 .  llg4 �h6 
1 2 . �f7 �h5 with a draw) 9 . . .  it.f6 . 

340 6. = 

5. �d7 ems 6. lla4 lJ..c1 ? A deci­
sive error. The d raw could have 
been ach ieved by 6 . . .  �f6 7. llf4 
�g7= 7. �e7!+-lJ..d2 [7 . . .  it.b2 8 .  
llf4+-] 8. h3 Ae1 9. llf4 �g5 1 0. 
llf3 �hs 1 1 .  ems JJ.as 1 2. «i!?r7 

lJ..dB 1 3. Iid3lJ..c7 1 4. llc3 Black 
resig ned . 

340. Theoretical end ing .  I n  order 
to save the game , White must place 
h is b ishop on the f 1 -a6 d iagonal . 
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After h5-h4 he captures the black 
pawn and keeps on moving with h is  
b ishop a long th is  d iagonal , and 
�h3 wou ld be met by it.f1 . There­
fore ,  1 .  Ab71 1 .  Ae4 is also poss i ­
b le .  1 . . .  h4 2. gh! Black threatened 
h3,  wi n n i ng eas i ly. 2. . .  Ci!i>h4 
Senseless is 2 . . .  �f4 3 .  it.d5= 3. 
Aa6 Ci!i>h3 4. Af1 Ci!i>h4 5. Ab5 g3 6. 
hg Ci!i>g3 7. c!>t1 , with a draw. 

341 . .. -+ 

341 . Black to p lay wins easi ly, 
because after 1 . . .  h4 2. gh Ci!i>h4 
White is deprived of 3. Ac4, and so 
he is unable to transfer h is bishop 
to the f 1 -a6 d iagonal . 3. Ae4 !ld2 
4. Ag2 Ilb2 5. c!>t1 [or 5 .  Af1 g3] 
5. . .  Ila2 6. Ci!i>g1 g3 , and Black 
wins .  

Cifuentes - Quinteros 
Rio de Janeiro, _1 987 

342 +-

EXTRA EXCHANGE 

342. White wins,  but it is impor­
tant to restrict Black's counterplay. 
1 .  Ci!i>c5! A preventative move . A 
d raw resu lts from the fo l l owin g  
interest ing  l i n e :  1 .  Iif8 �e7 2 .  
lla8? ( 2 .  llf5) 2 . . .  �f6 ! 3 .  �d6 
�g5! 4.  llg8 �h4 5 .  �e6 �g3 6. 
�f5 �f3 7 .  llg6 �e3 ! ( but not 7 . . .  
�g3 8 .  g5 ! +-) 8 .  lle6 �f3 ! ,  and 
h is  active king  secures B lack equal 
chances . 1 . . .  Ae3 2. c!>c4 Af4 3. 
Ci!i>d3 c!>e7 4. c!>e2 c!>e6 5. IlfSI 
Only now, when the g4-pawn is i n  
safety, White transfers h i s  rook to 
the 6th rank .  5 . . •  Ag5 6. !laS Ci!i>d6 
[or 6 . . .  it.f6 7 .  �d3 �f7 8. �c4 
�g6 9. �d5 �g5 1 0 . �e6+-] 7. 
Ci!i>d3 c!>e6 S. c!>c4 Af6 9. Ila6 c!>rT 
1 0. Ci!i>d5 Ci!i>g6 1 1 .  c!>e6 Ci!i>g5 1 2. 
!laS Black resigned . 

The fol lowing ending is typical . 
Lputian - Sideif-Sadc 

Fruuze, 1 979 

343 D. +-
343. White's p lan cons ists of 

three main steps: 1 )  to force an 
advance of the f7-pawn ; 2) to bri ng  
the k ing  to  e6 ;  3 )  to  start a pawn 
storm . 1 .  Ci!i>d6 Ad4 2. c!>e7 Ae5 3. 
!lc4 Ab2 4. <ifaleS f5 This is forced , 
because 5 .  llc7 was threatened . 
5. rt1e7 Aa1 6. c!>e6 ll.b2 7. !lc7 
<ifalgS [7 . . .  �h6? 8 .  �f7+-] s. !ld7 
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lLc3 9. f3 Ab2 1 0. g3 Ac3 1 1 .  
lld3 Aa1 1 2. lld1  lLc3 1 3. llg1 1 
Preparat ion to the pawn storm . 
1 3  . . .  Ad4 14. llg2 q;g7 1 5. g4 tg 
[ 1 S . . .  hg 1 6 . hg !  (a d raw results 
from 1 6 . fg fg 1 7. !lg4 (or 1 7 . hg 
ilc3=) 1 7  . . .  ilc3=) ]  1 6. hg! q;h6 
17. ghl Bad is the prel im inary 1 7 . 
rJiif7? h4! 1 8 . Hd2 Ae3 1 9 . Hd6 
( 1 9 . ild3 Ac 1 )  1 9  . . .  �gS 20.  !lg6 
�f4. 1 7  . . .  gh Black is mated after 
11 . . .  �hs 1 8 . �f7 gS 1 9 . H h2 
mate 1 8. �5 h4 1 9. lld2 Ac3 20. 
llc2 Ae1 21 . llc6 q;g7 22. q;g5 
Ag3 23. f4 h3 24. llg6 � 25. 
llh6 h2 26. q;g4 Black res igned .  

He defended i n  the best way, but 
White played this diff icult ending 
extremely wel l .  

Lombardy - Fillipovic 
Poljanica Zdroj ,  1 974 

344 -+ 

344. I n  this position a win is more 
difficult than in  the previous exam­
ple because the strong aS-pawn 
restricts Black's activity. In order to 
win ,  he must penetrate with h is king 
to fS . This is impossible r ight off , so 
the k ing  uses a long  by-pass 
route ,e6-d7-c6-bS-c4-d3-e4-fS . At 
the same time Black must parry 
both opponent's th reats : to invade 
the eS-square with the ki ng and to 

1 5  

advance the aS-pawn . This i s  poss i ­
ble on ly with the black rook at e6.  
The game continued : 1 . . .  q;d71 2. 
�4 llf1 ! 3. q;g4 [3. �eS? ilfS 
mate] 3 . . .  q;c5 4. q;g3 q;b5 5. 
q;g4 lle1 6. �4 lle61 Now the 
black king is free. 7. � q;b4 8. 
�4 q;c3 9. Acs q;c4 1 o. Ab6 
q;d3 1 1 .  Ac5 On 1 1 .  rJiif3 there fol ­
lows 1 1 . . .  �d2 !  1 2 . �f2 He2! 1 3 . 
�f3 (or  1 3 . �f 1 rJiie3 1 4. a6 Hf2! 
1 S . �g 1 Ha2 1 6 . a7 �f3 1 7 . Acs 
�g4, and the rest is clear) 1 3  . . .  
He3 1 4. �f2 (after 1 4. �f4 �e2 ! 
fol lowed by 1 S . . .  �f2 B lack cre­
ates a mati n g  net around  the 
enemy ki ng )  1 4. . .  H a3 1 S . i.d8 
�d3 1 6 . ilb6 �e4 1 7 . �e2 Ha2 
1 8 . �d 1 �fS 1 9 . �c 1 �gS 20.  
�b1 He2!  2 1 . a6 He6,  and Black 
wi n s .  1 1  . . .  q;e2 1 2. q;g3 [ 1 2 . 
ilb6? rJiif2-+] 1 2  . . .  q;e3 1 3. Ab6 
q;e4 1 4. q;g4 lld61 The strongest. 
After 1 4  . . .  �e3 1 S . �g3 ! B lack has 
to retreat with his king .  1 5. Aa7 or 
1 S . Acs Hc6 ! 1 6 . ilb6 Hc 1 1 7 . a6 
!l g 1  1 8 . rJiih3 �f3 1 9 . �h2 !Ig2 !  
20 . rJiih 1  !IgS 2 1 . a7 �f2 ! 22 .  Ac7 
Hhs 23 . ilh2 il h8 24. a8� Ha8 , 
and there is no stalemate . 1 '5 . . .  
lla6! 1 6. Ab6 !laB 17. q;g3 [ 1 7 . 
�h4 rJiif3 ! ]  1 7  . . .  �5 The aim is 
ach ieved , and now only accuracy is 
req u i red . 1 8. q;h4 �4 1 9. q;h3 
q;g5 20. q;g3 �5 21 . �3 g5 22. 
q;g3 llc8! 23. Acs No better is 
23 . a6 llc3 24. �f2 �f4! 2S .  �e2 
Ile3!  26 .  �d2 (26 .  �f2 Ha3 27. 
a7 lla2) 26 . . .  �f3 ! 27.  a7 Ha3 28. 
�c2 g4 29. rJiib2 Ha6 30 .  rJiic3 
g3-+ 23 . . .  llc6! 24. �3! lle6 25. 
Ab6 llh6 26. q;g3 llc6! 27. Ac5 
g4 28. �2 q;f4 29. q;g2 lle6 
White res igned . 
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8.2 ROOK AGAINST ��IGHT 

8.21 Rook against knight or knight with pawns 

If there are no pawns on the board, the advantage of rook over knight is 
usually insufficient for a win. But if the knight is either far away from the 
king, or on the edge of the board, it may be lost. 

Horvits, Kling 
1 85 1  

345 6. = 

345. Theoretical ending. Although 
both black pieces are on the back 
rank, \1\/hite is unable to win .  1 .  <i!m) 
�h71 Wrong is 1 . . .  <i!th8? 2 .  <i!tf7 
lLlh7 3. Iie8+- 2. �g6 �f8 3. �h6 
�h8 4. llf7 �g8 5. llg7 �h8 6. 
llg1 There is noth ing better. 6 . . .  
�d71 The on ly  move . Black loses 
after both 6 . . .  lLlh7 7.  cc!tg6 !  cc!tg8 8 .  
Iig2 lLlf8 9 .  <i!tf6 <i!th8 1 0 . <i!tf7+-; 
and 6 . . .  lLle6 7. cc!tg6!  lLlf8 8 .  <i!tf7 
lLlh7 9 .  il g8 mate . 7. �g6 �g8 8. 
lld1 �f8 9. �6 �h7 1 0. �g6 
�f8, with a draw. 

346 . Wh ite's last move was a 
b lunder. Instead of 1 .  lLlh6-g4? a 
s imple draw could have obtained 
by 1 .  lLl h6-g 8 .  Now the wh ite 
p ieces are separated , and the 
kn i ght is lost . 1 . . .  llh4 [ 1  . .  . 
il h3 ! -+] 2. �e3 [2 . lLlf2 Ilt4] 2 . .  . 
lle4 3. �d 1 Other moves lose 

Neiman - Stcinitz 
Baden Baden, 1 870 

346 .. -+ 

also: 3 .  lLlc2 <i!td5 4. lLla3 cc!tc5 5 .  
lLl b 1  <i!tb4 6 .  lLld2 Ile2 7 .  lLlb 1 
1'lb2 ;  or 3 .  lLlg2  <i!tf6 , and the 
kn ight perishes. 3.. .  llf4 4. �g7 
llf31 5. �g6 No better is 5 .  lLlb2 
<i!td5 6 .  c;!;>g6 <i!td4 7 .  cc!tg5 1'1f 1 ! 8 .  
c;!;>g4 1'lb1 9 .  lLla4 1'lb4, and the 
knight is trapped . 5 . . .  �e5 6. �g5 
�d4 7. �g4 llf1 8. �b2 llb1 9. 
�a4 llb4 White resigned . 

347. I n  this example the kn ight is 
also lost in the end . 1 .  �g5 �f3 
[ 1  . . .  lLlg2 2 .  Ile6] 2. �g4 �e5 3. 
�5 �c4 Bad is 3 . . .  lLlf7 due to 4. 
fi.d7 cc!tg8 5. <i!tf6 . 4. lld4 Chasing 
the kn ight. 4 . . .  �a5 [or 4 . . .  lLle3 5 .  
cc!tt4 lLlc2 6.  fic4 lLla3 7 .  Iic5 <i!tf6 
8 .  cc!te4 cc!te6 9 .  <i!td3 <i!td6 1 0  . 
.fia5+-] 5. �e6 �b3 [5 . . .  lLlc6 6 .  
ilc4 lLla5 (o r  6 . . .  lLld8  7 .  cc!te7 lLlf7 
8 .  Iig4+-) 7 . .tlc7 <i!tg6 8. <i!td5] 
6.llg4 �h6 7. �d5 �d2 8. llf4 
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Am clung 
1 900 

347 1:::. +-

�gS 9. Ilf2 �b3 1 0. Ilb2 �c1 1 1 .  
�. and White wins .  

348. 1 .  Ilb2? White lets the win 
s l ip  out of h is  hands.  He  could 
have won by exploit i ng  an awk­
ward posit ion of the h 1 -kn ight :  1 .  
fia4 !  aS (or  1 . . .  <it>h2 2 .  fig4! <it>h3 
3 .  figS <it>h2 4. lagS ,  wi nn i ng )  2 .  
fic4!  ( but not 2 .  Ild4? lLlf2 != )  2 . . .  
<it>h2 ( no  better is 2 . . .  g 4  3 .  fig4 
<it>f 1 4 .  fia4 <it>g 1 S. fias <it>h2 6 .  
figS+-) 3 .  fig4 a4 4 .  fi g 2  <it> h 3  S .  
figS <it>h2 ( S  . . .  <it>h4  6 .  fig S )  6 .  

Sahovic - Pctronic 
Novi Sad, 1 993 

348 1:::. +-

1 7  

fi g S  a3 7 .  fiaS a 2  S .  laa2 <it>h3 9 .  
fias <it>h2 1 0 . figS,  trapping the 
kn ight .  1 . . .  g41 2. �g4 �f2 3. �g3 
�e4 4. �3 �gS s. �e3 �1 6. 
Ilf2 �g1 7. IlfS �e6 8. Ilf6/:j)c7 
9. �d4 �g21 The ki ng is in a hu rry 
to come to the rescue of the kn ight .  
1 0. Ilc6 1/j)bS 1 1 .  �c4 �3 1 2. 
Ila6 /:j)c7 13. Ilc6 1/j)eB 14. �dS 

/:j)g7 1 S. �es 1/j)hS 1 6. Ilg6 /:j)g3 
The kn ight has come back to the 
kin g ,  and a draw is inevitable.  

A rook can successfully defend against a knight and two connected 
pawns, even if they have reached the 3rd rank. 

349 

Laza 
1 843 

= 

349 . Theoret ica l  e n d i n g  1 .  
IldB I  The kn i g ht s h o u l d  be 
p i n ned ; otherwise Wh ite loses : 1 .  
fi a4 <it>cs 2 .  Il as <it>c4 3 .  ila4 
<it>b3 4. ild4 lLlc3 S .  <it>e 1 <it>c2,  
and B lack wi ns .  1 . . .  �e4 2. Ilea 
�f3 3. IlfB /:j)f4 4. Ilf7, or 4. 
<it>e 1 ,  and  B lack is u n ab le  to 
imp rove his posit ion . 
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8.3 Rook and pawn against knight or knight with 
pawns 

There is a number of theoretical positions where a knight and a pawn, or 
even a knight alone, are able to draw against a rook and a pawn. 

Fine 
1 94 1  

350 6. = 

350. I n  response to 1 .  'i!?g2, Black 
plays 1 • • •  'i!?e2, and 2. 1lg3 , i ntend­
ing to bring the king to e4,  is met by 
2 . . .  ltlf51 3. lih3 itld4 Wh ite is  
unable to improve his position . 

Lasker Ed. - Lasker Em. 
New York, 1 924 

351 = 

351 . Black"s rook is tied to the 
defense of the b3-pawn , wh i le  the 
king is unable to help .  1 . . .  'i!?e4 2. 
ltla4 'i!?d4 3. 1tlb2 1lf3 4. /tla4 1le3 

5 .  ltlb2 'i!?e4 The last wi n n i n g  
attempt proves i n  vain .  6. ltla4 'i!?f3 
7. 'i!?a31 'i!?e4 [or 7 . . . �e2 8 .  �b2 
�d2 9 .  ltlc5] 8 .  'i!?b4 'i!?d4 9. ltlb2 
lih3 1 0. ltla4 'i!?d3 1 1 .  'i!?b3 'i!?d4 
Draw. 

352 = 

352. Theoretical end ing . I n  end­
ings of th is type it is  important 
whether the defender·s knight can 
d raw a bead on the opponent"s 
pawn . To push back the black 
pieces White must use both the 
king and the rook, however th is is 
impossib le :  one of the white pieces 
has to defend the d4-pawn . 

If the d iag rammed posit ion is  
moved one rank up  the board ,  and 
the pawns are on d5  and d6 ,  White 
wins ,  transposing into a won pawn 
end ing .  

353. Theoretical end ing .  White i s  
unable to  undertake anyth ing ,  for 
example :  1 .  lias ltlc5 2. lla3 A 
pawn e n d i n g  after 2 .  !lc5 i s  
d rawn . 2 . . .  ltle6 3. 'i!?c3 ltlc5 4. 
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Averbakh 

353 = 

�b4 �b6 5. llaa �d3 6. �c3 
�c5 7. �d4 �c6 Draw. 

354. Black wins easi ly thanks to 
his active k ing . 1 . . .  llg5 2. �g3 
llh51 3. f4 This is forced . I n  

354 

Oganian - Lagunow 
URS, 1 986 

-+ 
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response t o  3 .  �g2 , 3 . . .  Ilf5 
decides 3 . . .  e4 4. �f6 e31 5. �h5 
�d2 6. f5 e2 7. f6 e1•. and soon 
Wh ite resigned . 

8.4 Endings with a large number of pawns 

With more pawns on the board the winning chances are significantly 
increased, since it is difficult for the defender to exchange all the pawns. 

Rubinstein - Schlechter 
Petersburg, 1 909 

355 D. +-
355. Despite l i m ited mater ia l  

Black loses due to the poor posi ­
tion of h is  kn ight ,  which is exploited 
with the he lp of zugzwang .  1 .  �I 
�h7 [ 1  . . .  'itfh5 2. Ilf7+-] 2. �g4 
e4 or 2 .. . lLlf8 3 .  !lf7 lLlh7 4. h3 ! ,  
and Black does not have any move. 

Dobosz - Hassenruk 
Dortmund, 1 976 

356 • +-
3. lle7 e3 4. lle3 �g7 5. lle7 
Black resigned . 

356. Wh ite wins easi ly, explo iti ng 
the trasposition into a pawn ending 
at a favorable moment .  1 . . . �b5 or 
1 . . .  lLle6 2 .  f4 lLlg7 3 .  !la7, threat­
en ing 4.  Ilg7. 2. Ild3 �c7 3. f4 
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�e8 4. lid71 �g7 5. lig71 'i!ig7 
6. f5 g4 7. 'i!id5 Black res igned . 

I n  some cases the defender man ­
ages to set up a fortress . 

357 

Kamsky - Salov 
Buenos Aires, 1 994 

= 

357. Salov began to strive for this 
posit ion long before ;  h is hopes to 
obtain a draw were based on the 
weakness of the wh ite e5-pawn . 
1 . . .  �h71 At g5 the kn ight was too 
passive - the best square for it is g6 .  
2. 'i!ih3 �f8 3. lie4 White can not 
afford to g ive up  the e5-pawn . 3 . . .  
�g6 4 .  g5 'i!ig8 5 .  'i!ig4 'i!ih7 6 .  
'i!if3 'i!ig8 7 .  'i!ie3 'i!if8 8. 'i!id4 'i!ie7 
9. 'i!ic5 'i!id7 1 0. 'i!ib6 'i!ie7 1 1 .  'i!ic6 
'i!if8 1 2. 'i!id6 'i!ig7 1 3. lie2. White 
has penetrated with h is king as far 
as he cou ld ;  now it is time to acti ­
vate the rook. 1 3  . . .  'i!if8 1 4. lif2 
'i!ig8 1 5. lif6 'i!ig7 Accu racy is  
demanded : 1 5  . . .  'i!?f8 loses to 1 6 . 
Ilg6+- 1 6. lif1 'i!if8 17. lif2 �g8 

EXTRA EXCHANGE 

1 8. lia2 'i!ig7 1 9. lia4 'i!if8 20. 
lie4 �e8 21 . �c6 �e7 22. �c7 
'i!if8 23. 'i!id7 'i!ig7 24. 'i!ie8 �g8 
25. lie1 'i!ig7 26. lie2 'i!ig8 27. 
lif2 White's last chance. 27 . . .  /J)e5 
28. lif4 'i!ig7 29. lih4 'i!ig6 30. 
lie4 /J)d3 31 . 'i!ie7 'i!ig5 The s im­
plest. 32. lie3 /J)f4 33. lig3 'i!if5 
34. 'i!if7 e5 35. lig8/J)g21 36. lig2 
e4, and a draw was agreed . 

The fo l lowing example demon­
strates another  d rawi ng  device . 

Rubzova - Dubinsky 
Petersburg, 1 995 

358 .. = 

358. Attack ing the opponent's 
g-pawn with h i s  kn i g ht ,  B lack ties 
the white rook  to the defense of 
th is pawn . 1 . . .  /J)f21 2.  g5 [2 .  Ilg5  
'i!?e4=] 2 . . .  /J)h31 3 .  g6 /J)f41 4 .  
'i!id2 [4 .  g7 'tlh5 ! =] 4 . . .  'i!ie5 5 .  
�e3 d4 6 .  'i!if3 d3 7. �e3/J)d5 8 .  
'i!id3 'i!if6 9.  'i!ie4 /J)c3 1 0. 'i!id4 
/J)d5 1 1 .  lif8 'i!ig6 with a q u ick 
d raw. 
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8. Positions to solve. 

1 +- 4 +-

2 = 5 -+ 

3 -+ 6 +-
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7 +- 1 0  -+ 

8 +- 1 1  +-

9 = 1 2  -+ 
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1 3  -+ 1 6  = 

1 4  -+ 1 7  = 

1 5  = 1 8  +-
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1 9  -+ 22 -+ 

20 +- 23 = 

21 = 
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25 -+ 28 +-

26 +- 29 +-

27 +- 30 +-
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31  -+ 33 -+ 

32 +- 34 +-
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9. ROOK AGAINST PAWNS 

The struggle between rook and pawns is always sharp and dynamic; the 
result often depends on just one tempo, so accurate calculation is need­
ed. Knowledge of typical methods which are examined further, allows one 
to find correct plans and moves quicker. 

9.1 ROOK AGAINST PAWN 

9.11 Pawn on the 2nd rank 
In this case a draw is the usual result, but exceptions do exist. 

359 .6. +-

359. 1 .  �b3 a1 � 2. �c3 Zug­
zwang . White wins the kn ight .  

Stamm a 

1 737  

360 .6. +-

360. 1 .  �c4 a2 2. �b3 a1 �  [2 . . .  
a 1Y§' 3 .  He 1  mate] 3 .  �c3 �c2 [or 
3 . . .  �a2 4 .  llb4 ct>a3 5 .  H b2+-] 4. 

lle2 �a3 [4 . . . ttla 1 5 .  il h2+-] 5. 
�b3. and White wins .  

With a rook's pawn promotion to a 
kn ight does not save the defender; 
with a l l  other pawns it secures a 
draw. 

36 1 = 

362 .6. = 

361 . 1 .  llc2 �1 Even simpler is 
1 . . .  ct>g 1 !  2 .  ct>g3 ct> h 1 ! 3 .  Hg2 -
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stalemate . 2. Ci!?f3 g 1 �  3. <i!?e3 [3 . 
�g3 ltJe2=] 3 . . .  �h3 4. llh2 �g1 1 
with a d raw. But not 4 . . .  ltJg5? 
( Black shou ld not take away the 
kn ight from the king )  5. Il h5,  and 
Wh ite wins (5. Il h6 !  is also wi n ­
n ing ) .  

ROOK AGAINST PAWNS (PAWN) 

362. 1. llh2 <i!?a31 [ 1  . . .  �b1  2 .  
�b3+-] 2. llh3 <i!?b2 with a draw, 
because an attempt 3 .  �b4 a 1 tv 4.  
Il h2 �b1 5 .  �b3 fai ls due to 5 . . .  
\'WaS ! ,  and it i s  B lack who wins.  

9.12 King is cut off beyond the 5th rank 

363 � +-

363. After 1 .  lla51 Black loses . As 
soon as the pawn reaches h 3 ,  
White wins i t  by lla3 .  

By cutt ing off the opponent"s king 
beyond _the 5th rank ,  Wh ite cou ld 
have won in  the fo l lowing position . 

Palatnik - Panchenko 
Moscow, 1 982 

364 +-

364. 1 .  llf21 <i!?b6 2. llf51 <i!?a6 
After 2 . . .  �c6 3 .  �f7 b5 4. g8tf 
Ilg8 5 .  �g8 the rook cuts off the 
k ing beyond the 5th rank .  3. <i!?f7 
Threaten ing 4. Ilf6 fol lowed by 5 .  
Ilg6.  3 • • .  llg7 4 .  <i!?g7 b5 5 .  Ci!?f6 
<i!?a5 6. <i!?e5 , and White wins .  

Maizelis 
1 950 

365 � = 

365. 1 .  llg51 White's on ly  
chance . 1 . . .  <i!?a5 2. <i!?g7 <i!?b41 
Only th is move leads to a draw. The 
natural 2 . . .  �a4 loses to 3. �f6 +-

3. c!>f6 <i!?c4 4. <i!?e5 b4 5. <i!?e4 b3 
6. 'it>e3 b2 7. llg 1 <i!?c31 with a 
draw. 
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9.13 "Shoulder-charging" 

This important device is commonly employed in many types of endings: 
pawn, knight, rook, and others. 

366 = 

366. B lack d raws by the on ly 
move 1 . . . 'i!?e4! , shoulder-charg ing 
the white king from the g4-pawn . 
Hopeless is 1 . . .  �f4 2 .  �d4 �f3 3 .  
�d3 g3 4. Ht7+- 2. llg7 'i!?f3 3.  
'i!?d4 g3 4. 'i!?d3 g2= 

9.14 By-pass 

Euwe 

368 � +-

368. White's winn ing plan i nvol­
ves a by-pass maneuver with the 
king . 1 .  'i!?e7! Only a d raw resu lts 
from 1 .  �d7 f4 2. �e6 f3 , and so 
on .  1 . . .  f4 2. !i!?t6 f3 3. !i!?g5 'i!?e3 4. 
'i!?g4, and White wins.  

Maizelis 
1 950 

367 A = 

367. 1 . . .  'i!?c51 Black loses after 
both 1 . . .  a5 2 .  H h5 ;  and 1 . . .  �b5 
2. �f7 a5 3. �e6 a4 4 .  �d5 �b4 
5 .  �d4. 2. 'i!?f7 a5 3. 'i!?e6 a4, and 
Wh ite is deprived of 4. 'i!?d5. Draw. 

Botvinnik 
1 94 1  

369 � +-

369. 1 .  llb7! White's winn ing plan 
cons ists of two steps : the rook 
attacks the enemy pawn from the 
rear ;  the k ing makes a by-pass 
maneuver. 1 . . . b4 2. 'i!?c71 'i!?c4 3. 
�b6 b3 4. �a5 , and White wins. 
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Position of mutual zugzwang. 

371 .& +-
370 8 = 

Reti 
1 928 

370. If it is Wh ite to move, he is 
u nable to win .  1. q;a7 [or 1 .  rtic7 
rtlc5!=] 1 • • •  q;a51 

371 . If it is Black to move, White 
wins by a by-pass . 1 . • . q;c5 [or 1 . . .  
rtla5 2 .  <i&c6! +-] 2 .  q;a61+-

372. 1 .  lid21 or 1 .  lld3;  but not 
1 .  lld 1 ?  d4 2 .  rtid7 <i&d5!  with a 
d raw. 1 ••. d4 2. lid1 1 Now Black is 
i n  zugzwang ,  and White wins.  

372 +-

9.15 Intermediate check 

Intermediate check is an important device in rook vs. pawns endings; it 
allows either to gain a tempo, or to fix the position of the opponent 's king. 

373 +- 374 +-
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373. 1 .  lid1 1 ci>e3 2. lle1 li!>d4 3. 
cBr7White has gained a tempo,  and 
now h is  king  succeeds in stopping 
the black pawn . 

374. 1 .  c!>c1 f3 2. lla21 1ntermediate 
check. 2 . . •  c!>e1 [2 . . .  �e3 would be 
met by 3 .  �d1 f2 4. Ila3 �4 5.  
�e2+-] 3. liaS, and White wins. 

Trepp - Hecht H. 
Luzerne, 1 985 

375 A -+ 

375. 1 . . .  lif1 1 2. c!>e5 llg1 3. c!>f5 
�d4 4. g5 ci>d5 5. c!>f6 ci>d6 6. g6 
lif1 7. ci>g7 c!>e7 8. ci>h7 c!>f6 9. g7 
lih1 1 0. �g8 �g6 1 1 .  c!>f8 lif1 

3 1  

1 2. ci>g8 llf3 White resig ned . 1 3 . 
�h8 Il h3 1 4. �g8 ll h7-+] 

Adams - Kramnik 
Moscow, 1 994 

376 D.. +-
376. An i ntermediate check can 

also lead to a victory in  endings, 
where the defender  has many 
pawns .  1 .  lif1 1 ci>g2 Or 1 . . .  �e2 2 .  
ll g 1 !  �f3 3 .  �d3 g3 4 .  llf1  �g2 
5 .  �e2 b3 6 .  ll b 1 ! �h2 7 .  �f3 , 
winn i ng .  2. lif4 g3 3. ci>e3 ci>h2 4. 
llg41 b3 5. c!>f3 b2 6. lib4, and 
White wins .  

9.2 ROOK AGAINST TWO PAWNS 

9.2 1 Pawns connected 

If the stronger side's king is in front of the pawns, a win is easy. 

377. 1 .  lla4 White wi ns  even 
si m pler  by attacki ng the pawns 
from the rear: 1 . .Has �f4 2 .  !Ita 
�g5 3 .  ll h8 ! ,  winn ing .  1 . . .  �g5 2. 
c!>f2 ci>h5 3. �e3 h3 4. c!>f2 ci>h4 5. 
llb4+-. 

But if the pawns have advanced 
far, and the opposing king is far 
away from them,  then , as a ru le ,  the 
rook is powerless to stop the 
pawns .  

378. White wi ns,  but  exact play i s  

demanded . 1 .  h5 li!>d4 or 1 . . .  llf1  
2 .  �e5 llh 1  3 .  g7!  llh5  4.  �f4 
ll h4 5 .  �f3 ll h3 6 .  �g2 ,  winn ing .  
2. h6 Bad is 2 .  g7? because of  2 . . .  
llf 1  3 .  �g5 �e5!  4 .  �g6 ll g 1  5 .  
�f7 llf1 6 .  �e7 (6 .  �g8 ll h 1 ; 6 .  
�e8 llg 1 7. h6 �f6 8 .  �f8 lla1 =)  
6 . . .  llg1  7. h6 llg6!  with a draw. 2 . . .  
lif1 3. ci>g41 The only way. If 3 .  
�g5?, then 3 . . .  �e5 4. h7 llg 1 5 .  
�h6 llh1  6 .  �g7 �f5= 3 . . .  �e4 
After 3 . . .  llg 1  the win is ach ieved 



32 

Fine 
1 94 1  

377 /::,. +-
Kozma - Demeter 

Czech Republic, 1 975 

378 /::,. 
i n  a study- l ike way: 4. <it>f5 Ilf1  5 .  
<it>e6 Iih1  6 .  h7 ! ( but not 6 .  g7? due  
to  6 . . .  Ii h6 7.  <it>f5 Ilh5 8 .  <it>f4 
Ii h 1  ! )  6 . . .  <it>e4 7. <it>d6 !  (7 .  <it>f7 
<i!tf5) 7 . . .  <i!td4 8. <i!tc6! (8 .  <i!td7? 
<i!te5 9 .  <it>e7 <it>f5=) 8 . . .  <it>c4 9 .  
<it>d7 <it>d5  1 0 . <it>e8 <it>e6 1 1 .  g7+-
4. h7l lt was not too late to miss the 
win :  4. g7? Ilg 1 5 .  <i!th3 <i!tf3 6 .  
<i!th2 Ilg6!  7 .  h 7  .tlh6 8 .  <it>g 1 .tl g 6  
9 .  <i!tf 1  Ila6 1 0 . <it>e 1 <i!te3 1 1 . <it>d 1 
<i!td3 1 2 . <it>c 1 <it>c3 1 3 . <it>b1  Ii b6 !=  
4 . . .  Ilg1 5 .  �h3 Black resig ned . 

I n  the fo l l owi n g  end ing  B lack 
could have won i n  a s imi lar way, 
but. . .  agreed to a draw. 

ROOK AGAINST PAWNS (PAWN) 

Petrosian A. - Tseshkovsky 
URS, 1 976 

379 /::,. -+ 

379. 1 .  ct>f5 Here the p layers 
agreed a draw. Sti l l ,  B lack could 
have won by 1 . . .  b31  2. Ild8 �c5! 
3. Ilea �d4 4. IldB �e3 s. IlbB 
b2 6. �e5 Ci!i>f31 7. ct>f5 �e2 8. �e4 
�d1 9. �d3 c2 1 0. IlhB c11tl!  

By the  way, the  same position 
with colors reversed occurred i n  the 
game Tarrasch - Janowski (Os­
tende 1 907) ,  which was won by 
Tarrasch .  In end ings of this type the 
defender succeeds to survive on ly 
if the opponent's ki ng  is poorly 
placed on the edge of the board . 

Keres - Eliskases 
Nordwijk, 1 938 
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380. 1 . • • cific3! 2. cifib1 [or 2 .  �d 1 
�d3=] 2 . . .  lla6 Also possible is 2 . . .  
!laS= 3 .  b7 llb6 4. cific1 llh61 A 
draw was agreed in  view of 5 .  �d 1 
�d3 6 .  �e1 �e4 7. �f 1 �f3 8 .  
�g 1 lig6 9 .  �f1 iih6 !=  

Horvits, Kling 
1 85 1  

38 1 � = 

381 . 1 .  cifif5 cifih4 Useless is 1 . . .  
�h6 2 .  �f6 . 2. cifif4 cifih3 3. cifif3 
'i!a>h2 4. cifie31 cifig2 [4 . . .  �g3 5 .  
I!g 1 �h2  6 .  !l b 1 =] 5. cifid3 cifif3 6. 
'i!a>c3 Draw. 

Several interesting positions 

382 �orA = 

382. 1 .  cifia7 c;!;lce 2. c81V Ilea 3. 
b7 lic7 4. �a8 llb7 stalemate . 

383. Variation  fro m the g a me . 1 .  
c;!;la61 White fa i l s  to wi n after 1. 

a6? �g3 2 .  �b6 �f4 3 .  b5 
3. 

Maroczy - Tarrasch 
San Sebastian, 1 9 1 1 

383 

33 

+-

ct&e5 4. a7 ( no better is 4. �a7 �d6 
5. b6) 4 . . .  ct&d6 5. �b7 �c5 , with a 
draw. 1 . . .  cifig3 2. b5 cifif4 3. b6 'i!a>e5 
4. b7 llb1 Black is forced to lose a 
tempo.  5. cifia7 cifid6 6. b81V llb8 7. 
cifib8 , and the a-pawn promotes . 

I n  the followi ng end ing  Wh ite 
could have won by using this typical 
device . 

Rivas - Gelfand 
Dos Hennanas, 1 994 

384 � +-

384. White could have won by 1 .  
g4 I n stead , he p layed 1. �g6,  
which has led to  a draw. 1 . . .  cifid4 2 .  
c;!;lg6 cifid3 3. lig2 c2 4 .  lic2 cific2 
5. g5 cifid3 6. cifih71+-
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385 = 

9.22 Pawns separated 

ROOK AGAINST PAWNS (PAWN) 

385. Theoretical posit ion . 1  ••. 

Il.f31 The only move . Black loses 
after 1 . . .  �d4 because of 2. �g7! 
�e5 3 .  f6 �e6 4.  f7 +- 2. �e5 Or 2 .  
g7 .tlg3 3 .  �f7 �d4 4 .  f6  �e5 with 
a d raw. 2 . . .  Il.g3 3. f6 Il.g51= 

When the pawns are separated, the result depends to a great extent on 
the placing of the opposing king. 

Sultan-Khan - Mitchell 
Scarboro, 1 930 

386 � +-

386. The h-pawn is White's main 
enemy, while the f-pawn is not dan ­
gerous.  1 .  �e6 h4 2. �d5! This is 
the point. 2 . . .  �g3 3. �d4 h3 4. 
�e3 �g2 5. �e2 h2 6. l:lg8 Black 
resigned . 

387. White wins if he manages to 
advance both h is pawns to the 7th 
ran k. 1 .  a6! l:ld1 or 1 . . .  .tla 1 2 .  c7 
n d 1  3. �e7 llc1  4. �d7! ild 1  5 .  
�e6 Iie1  6 .  �f6 n f 1  7.  �g6 H.c 1 
8 .  a7, and White wins .  2. �c8 l:la1 
3. �b71 l:lb1 4. �a8 Itc1 5. a71 

387 

Berger 
1 888 .  

Ermeni - Tsvetkovic 
SkopJe, 1 99 1  

+-
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<if?f4 [5 . . .  llc6 6 .  �b7] 6. �b7 I!b1 
7. �a6 I!a1 8. �b6 Ilb1 9. �c5 
I!a1 1 0. c7 �e5 1 1 .  �c4 �e4 1 2. 
�c3 followed by 1 3. �b2 , and 
White wins .  

388. A d raw cou ld  have been 
obtained by 1 .  �a71 In the game 
White played 1 .  e8�? !lea 2 .  �b7 
�c5 3. a6 lle7, and Black have 
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won .  1 . . .  Ilea 2. �b61 But not 2 .  
a6? �c5 3 .  �b7 !le7-+ 2 . . .  I!e7 
3. a6 I!e1 4. �b71 The only move. 
Bad is 4. a7? Il b 1  5 .  �a6 �c7 6 .  
a8lD �c6 7 .  �a7 ll b2-+ 4 ... �d7 
[or 4 . . .  �c5 5. a7 I!e7 6. �a6 != ;  
4 . . .  !l b 1  5 .  �c8 ! ]  5. a7 Ilb1  6 .  
�a8 with a d raw. 

9.3 ROOK AGAINST THREE OR FOUR PAWNS 

In such endings the side with the rook wins extremely rarely. Let us 
examine several theoretical and practical examples. 

Reti 
1 928 

389 � +-
389 . 1 .  �f2! Erroneous is 1 .  

�g2? �e4 2 .  �f2 e 1 �!. and 
Black draws: 3 .  �e 1 (or  3 .  ll e 1  
�d3 fol l owed b y  4 . . .  �d2=) 3 . . .  
�d3 Wh ite is  i n  zugzwang 4 .  !! a  1 
�c3= 1 . . .  �e4 2. �e2 �d4 3. 
Ilg1 Noth ing  i s  ach ieved by 3 .  
�d2 �e4= 3 . . .  �e4 [or  3 . . .  �c3 
4. Il e 1  � b 2  5 .  �d2 �b3 6 .  
llc1 +-] 4. I!e1 1 ,  and Wh ite wins in  
al l cases , for example :  4 . . .  �f4 5 .  
�f2 ; 4 . . .  �d4 5 .  �d2 ;  4 . . .  �e5 5 .  
�e3 ! 

390. I n  th is posit ion the black 
pawns have not advanced far, and 
so Wh ite is able to win .  1 .  I!c3 �d7 

Cheron 
1 927 

390 � +-
or 1 . . .  �c7 2 .  ll b3 �d6 3 .  il b6 
�d7 4.  �e5 �c7 5.  il b3,  and the 
rest is clear. 2. �e5 �c7 3. I!b3 
�d7 4. I!b7 �c81 [ 4. . .  �d8 5 .  
�d6+-] 5 .  I!g7 �b8 6. �d6, and 
White wins .  However, moving this 
position one rank down the board 
changes the assessment and Wh ite 
would be unable to win ,  no matter 
on wh ich f i les the pawns are .  

391 . Black must defend precise­
ly. 1 .  I!f2 �g6 2. �4 �6 3. I!a2 
� 4. I!a5 White cannot take the 
f5-pawn , since 4. �f5 would be met 
by 4 . . .  g3 .  Now he threatens to cap­
tu re the pawn with check. 4 . . .  �g6 
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Laza 
1 843 

391 �orA = 

5 . .ila6 Again ,  the pawn is immune 
from capture :  5 .  llf5? h2 6 .  ilg5 
�h6,  and Black wins .  5 . . .  <i!?g71 
Black loses after both 5 . . .  �h5 6 .  
Ilb6 followed by 7 .  ilb8;  and 5 . . .  
�h7? 6 .  �g5 �g7 7 .  llg6 �h7 8 .  
fih6 �g7 9 .  il h5+- 6 . .ilb6 [6 . 
�g5 h2] 6 . . .  <i!?f7 7. Ilh6 <i!?g7 8. 
Ilh5 On 8 .  �g5 Black has a strong 
objection : 8 . . .  f4! 9 .  �g4 (9 .  rlh4? 
even loses due to 9 . . .  f3 ) 9 . . .  �h6 
1 0 . �h3 , with a draw. 8 . . .  <i!?g6 9 . 
.ilg5 [9 .  il h4 �f6] 9 . . .  <i!?h6 1 0  . 
.ilg8 <i!?h7 1 1  . .ila8 <i!?g6 1 2  . .ila6 
<i!?rl, and Wh ite has ach ieved noth ­
i ng .  

Lack of  knowledge of  these theo­
retical positions leads to a defeat . 

392. Here White played 1 .  f5? A 
draw could have been achieved by 
1 .  �g3 Ilg 1 2. �h3 �f5 3 .  �h2 
!ia1 4. �g2 != ,  as it was shown in  
the previous example .  But not 4.  
�g3? n f 1 ! I and Black wins.  1 . . .  
<i!?h7 White resig ned in  view of  the 
fol lowing l i nes :  2. <i!?f3 [2. �h5 
ll h 1  3 .  �g4 !if 1 ; 2 .  �g3 ilf1 3 .  
�g4 ilf2-+] 2 . . .  lig1 3. <i!?f4 Ilg2 
4. f6 <i!?g6 5. h7 Ilh2,  and a l l  
White's pawns perish . 

ROOK AGAINST PAWNS (PAWN) 

Kovalcvskaya - Chen 
Moscow, 1 994 

392 

Polgar J. - Short 
Novgorod, 1 996 

= 

393 A = 

393. I n  the game B lack p layed 
1 . . .  <i!?f4? a n d  l ost .  After  t he  
g a me Short po i nted ou t  a way to 
a d raw: 1 . . .  Ii d 8 !  2. �c4 �e4 3 .  
b 6  Ilea 4 .  �b5 �d5 5 .  b7 Ilc2 
6 .  �b6 H b2 7 .  �c7 ilc2 8 .  �d7 
rlb2 9 .  a6 il b6 !  1 0 . �c7 ilc6 !  
1 1 .  �d8 Il d 6  1 2 . �ea  .!le6 1 3 . 
�d7 fi b6 ! ,  and B lack d raws . 2. 
<i!?d4 <i!?f5 3.  <i!?d5 lidS 4. <i!?c6 
<i!?e6 [ 4 . . .  llca loses a lso in view 
of 5 .  �b7 fic2  6 .  a6 �e6 7 .  
a7+-] 5. a6 .ild6 6.  <i!?b7 .ild7 7 .  
Ci!?b6 .ild6 8 .  <i!?a5 .ild7 9.  c41 
rtJe7 1 0. b6 Ild1  Black res i g n ed .  
1 1 . b7 �d7 1 2 . a7+-
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As a rule, king and rook are weaker than king with four pawns, and so a 
draw is a good result for the side with the rook. 

When the pawns have not advanced far, and the opposing king is in 
front of them, the draw is usually possible. 

Maizelis 
1 956 

394 ... = 

394. 1 . .. b4 2. �b2 c5 [2 . . . b3] 3. 
Ilh8! , and White draws by checking 
from the rear and attacking the pawns 
that are not defended by the king.  But 
not 3. <i!?b3? 'i!?b5. 

Euwe - Capablanca 
Karlovi Vary, 1 929 

395 ... 
395. The wh ite pawns are n ot 

advanced far and so Black man­
ages to save the game. 1 . . .  Ila6 2. 
cbf5 �d4 3. e5 �d5 4. g3 Or 4. g4 
H.aa ! 5. h4 H. fa 6. 'i!?g5 il ga with a 
draw. 4 . . .  Ilaa 5. cbt6 Ila6 6.  cbf5 
Ila8 The players ag reed a draw. 

Kremenietsky - Minasian 
1 992 

396 ... 
Tartakower g ives the fol lowing l ine: 
7. h4 H.ga a .  'i!?f6 ilg3 9.  e6 ilg4 
1 0 . f5 il h4 1 1 .  e7 ile4 1 2 . <i!?f7 'i!?d6 
1 3 . f6 'i!?d7 with a draw; 7.  g4 il ta= 

In this ending Black draws by stale­
mate. 

396. 1 . . .  �I [1 . . . ilea? loses due 
to 2. 'i!?t6! <i!?aB 3. d5 (but not 3. c6? 
ile6=) 3 . . .  ilc8 4. d6 ilc5 5. d7 ild5 6. 
'i!?e7 +-] 2. Ci!te5 Bad is 2.  d5? ilea 3. c6 
(or 3. d6 ilc54. <i!?e6 ilc1=) 3 . . .  ilfa 4. 
<i!?e6 ilf6!= 2 . . .  Ilh5 [2. . .  ilea does 
not save Black in view of 3. 'i!?d6 ilda 
4. 'i!?c7 ilea 5. 'i!?d7 H.c6 (5 . . .  'i!?b7 6. 
c6+-) 6. b7 +-] 3. �6 llh6 4. �7 
llh7 5. � llh6 6. �b5 llh51 7. 
�b4! The only opportunity to play for 
a win .  A draw results from 7. 'i!?a6 
ilh6 a .  d5 ilb6 7 .. . llh4 8. Ci!tc4 llg4 
9. � llg3 10. � llc31 1 1 .  li!te5 
llo4! 12. � lla4 13. � llo4 
Black prevents the opponent's pawns 
from being advanced . 14. ct>e5 �b71 
1 5. �d5 lla4 1 6. �e4 llo4 1 7. 
�e5 �a81 White is powerless to 
improve his position . Draw. 
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9. Positions to solve. 

1 +- 4 +-

2 = 

3 -+ 6 +-
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7 = 1 0  +-

8 +- 1 1  = 

9 +- 1 2  +-
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1 3  -+ 1 6  = 

1 4  +- 1 7  -+ 

1 5  -+ 1 8  = 
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10. ROOK ENDINGS 

Rook endings are the most sophisticated 
ones. In fact they often occur in practice in 
nearly half of all endings. A result often 
depends on a number of subtle nuances. To 
understand rook endings, better one should 
know theoretical positions and typical meth ­
ods of play, a n d  the more the be tter. 
Generally speaking, if a chessplayer plays 
rook endings well, he/she is a strong player 
with deep positional understanding. 

10.1 ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST ROOK 

Understanding of rook endings is impossible without a firm knowledge 
of these basic endings. All rook endings are likey to transpose into a rook 
and pawn vs. rook ending. Let us examine the most typical cases. 

397 A. 

397. Phi l idor. A draw is obtained 
by 1 . . .  llh61 There is also another 
way to a draw, wh ich every chess­
player should know: 1 . . .  Il h 1  2. 
�d6 ( noth ing  is ach ieved by 2 .  
�e6 Il h6=) 2 . . .  Ile1 ! 3 .  �e6 ! ( 3 .  
e 6  Il d 1 =)  3 . . . �f8 ! The· only saving 
move as it wi l l  be explai ned further. 
If 2. e6 , then 2 . . .  llh 1 =  This is the 
s implest way to the draw. 

10.11 Pawn on the 7th rank 

398. Wh ite has two ways to a 
win :  1 )  the rook's transfer to dB 
fo l lowed by �d7;  2 )  "bu i ld i ng  a 
br idge": 1 .  llf4 lld2 Black has 
noth i ng  better. 2. llg4 Cit>h7 3. 
ct>f7 llf2 4. Cit>e6 lle2 5. Cit>f6 llf2 
6. Cit>e5 lle2 7. lle41 This maneu­
ver  is  ca l led "bu i ld i ng  a br idge". 
Wh ite wi ns .  

399. When a pawn is  on the  7th 
rank ,  a wi n is  a lmost a lways the 
case . In except ional  cases the de­
fender can save the game by che­
cking  the opponent's ki ng  from 
the  s ide ,  p rovided on ly that the 
side is  " long". 1 . . .  lla8 2. Cit>d7 
lla7 3 .Cit>d6 lla6 4. Cit>d5 lla5 5. 
Cit>c6 lla6 6. Cit>b7 lle6= 
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Lucena H. 

398 +- 399 

Relative to the e-pawn, the board can be divided into two sides - the 
short side (eB-hB) and the long side (eB-aB). 

The side is long if the defender's rook is at least three squares away 
from the pawn. The knowledge of the long and short sides is extremely 
important. If the defender's rook is on the short side, the draw is impossi­
ble. 

Grigoriev 
1 937  

400 .. +-
400. 1 . . .  lib8 2. �d7 lib7 3.  

�d6 lib8 [or 3 . . .  I:l b6 4 .  r!Jc7 
ll e6 5. r!Jd7+-] 4. �c7 lias 5 .  
lia1 1 I f  there were no this move, i t  
wou ld  have been a draw, with the 
black rook be i n g  three squares 
away from the opponent's pawn . 
5 . . .  Ilea 6. �d7 , and White wins .  

When the rook is on the short 
s ide,  there is no defense. 

401 .. +-
401 . Theoretical ending . 1 . . .  lih8 

2. rim lih7 3.  " lih8 4. �g7 
liaS 5. rim+-

402. Wh ite p layed 1 .  lib8? 
I nstead , he could have made an 
easy draw by 1 .  r!Ja2 ! c3 2 .  I:l h4= , 
and the rook is on the long side . 1 . . .  
c3 2. �a2 lid1 1  Black succeeds to 
advance his pawn to the 2nd rank. 
3. lidS �c1 4. lih8 c2 5. lih2 
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402 

Matsukevich - Lein 
URS, 1 968 

= 
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lidB White resigned . 6 . .§. h 1  �d2 
7. llh2  �c3 8. ll h3 !ld3-+; 6. 
�b3 �b1  7 . .§.c2 ll bB-+ 

10.12 Pawn on the 6th rank 

In such endings the rule of the 
long and short sides is also appl ied . 

Tarrasch 

403 b. 
403. This is a basic position , and 

one should know it. 1 .  lidB lia7 2. 
lid7 Or 2 .  �e8 �f6 3 . .tid6 lle7= ; 
2 .  �d6 lla6 3 .  �e5 lla5 4 . .l.ld5 
lla8 !  with a draw. 2 . . .  liaB! Being 
the most precise, this move is  not 
the only way to a draw. Also poss i ­
ble is 2 . . .  lla1  3 .  �e8 �f6 4.  e7 
�e6 ! 5 .  �f8 llf1 ! 6 .  �e8 lla 1 =  3. 
lid6! A tricky attempt.  Noth ing is 
achieved by 3 .  �d6 �f8 (or  3 . . .  
�f6 4 .  �f7 �g6 5 .  �f1  �a6 != )  4 .  

e7 �e8 5 .  �e6 lla6 6 . .tid6 llaB 
with a d raw. 3 . . .  �g61 [3 . . .  lla7? 

Grigoriev 

404 • 
loses d ue to 4. �e8 ! +-] 4. lic6 [4. 
�d7 �f6 5. e7 �f7=] 4 . . . �g7! 
Draw. 

Th is position is an exception to 
the rule : Black draws , though h is 
rook is only two files away from the 
pawn . 

404. 1 . . .  lib7 2. �d6 lib6 3. 
�d7 lib7 4. �dB libB 5. �c7 
lib2 Threaten ing 6 . . .  �f6 . 6. 1111 
lia2! Black "lengthens" his rook, 
after which there are three files 
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between the black rook and the 
white pawn and the defense by the 
f lank checks ensures a draw. 

But if the black king is on g6 ,  then 
White wins.  

405 A +-
405. 1 . . .  llb7 2 .  �d6 llb6 3. 

�d7 llb7 4. �dB llb8 An 
attem pt to approach the k ing  by 
4 . . .  �f6 is  parr ied in the fo l l owing  
i n struct ive way :  5 .  e7 ll ba 6 .  
�c7 !lea ( otherwise 7 .  !l e 1  +­

wou l d  fo l l ow) 7. �d 6 !  !l ba a .  
Il f 1  �g7 9 .  �c7 Il aa 1 0 . Il a 1 ! ,  
wi n n i n g .  5. �c7 llb2 6 .  lle1 1 +-, 
and the pawn reaches the 7th 
rank .  

406 A +-

406. Theoretical position . Wh ite 
w ins .  If it is B lack to move , then 
the task i s  s imp le .  1 . . .  �g6 [or 
1 . . .  !l b 1  2 .  Ilaa Il b7 3.  �d6 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Il b6 4. �d7 !l b7 5 .  �c6] 2. 
lla1 1 ,  and Wh ite wins ,  as we have 
seen i n  the p rev ious examp le .  

407 6. +-
407. If it is White to p lay, h is  task 

i s  to g ive h i s  opponent the move : 
1 .  �d61 Cifif6 If 1 . . .  �fa , then 2 .  
� d 7  !l e a  3 .  !I a 1 Il e7 4 .  �d6 
Ilea 5.  Ilf1 �g7 6 .  e7 Ilaa 7.  
Il a 1 ! - the same move decides.  2. 
�d.,.�g7 There i s  noth ing  better. 
3.  �e7, and Wh ite wins .  

Let us now examine the  position 
when the defender"s king is on the 
long s ide.  

408. The black rook lacks space 
for maneuver, and th is  decides . 
1 . . .  llh7 2. <ii?fa llhB [or 2 . . .  �d6 

408 A +-
3. e7 ! Il ha 4.  �g7 Ilea 5. �f6 ! ]  3. 
�g7 llh2 4. lld1 1 ,  and the pawn 
reaches e7. 
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Sax - Tseshkovsky 
Yugoslavia, 1 975 

409. In this position B lack, con­
sidering it hopeless , res igned .  But 
he had a simple draw: 1 . . . �h7 2. f7 
llc8l Other moves lose. 3. �d7 [or 
3. cJi;e7 llc7 4 .  cJ;;ea llc8] 3 . . . 
!:taB! Black " lengthens" h is rook. 

I n  conclusion , here are two drawn 
positions with a pawn on the 6th 
rank. 

41 0. 1 . . .  lla61 2.  e7 [2. lle7 
fib6] 2 . . . llf6 3. <i!?g7 llg6 4. <i!?h7 
<i!?ffil= 

41 1 .  Black is unable to improve 
his position , whi le White is s imply 
waiti ng :  Ilc8-c7= 

1 0.13 Pawn on the 5th rank 
Lasker 

41 2 

41 0 

41 1 

Horvits, Kling 
1 85 1  

Euwe 

45 

= 



46 

41 2. Lasker proved that, against 
a central pawn on the 5th rank, a 
d raw is possib le  even when the 
defender's king is  on the long side. 
1 . . . �e8 Of cou rse, simpler is  1 . . .  
�c8= 2 .  Ilh8 �f7 3 .  Ild81 
Threatening 3 .  �c7 3. . .  Ila1 1 4. 

10.14 Rook's pawn 

ROOK ENDINGS 

�c7 [4. llca ll d 1 ! 5 .  �c6 �e7 ! 
- an important device . ]  4 .•• Ila7 5. 
�b6 �e71 Draw. 

413 . 1 . . .  �b8!= To the short side. 
Wrong is 1 . . .  �dB 2 .  llh8 �e7 3. 
n ca lla1 4. �b7 fol lowed by 5.  
c6+-

Here the stronger side is deprived of a by-pass. Let us examine diffe­
rent cases with a rook's pawn. 

1 ) .  If the defender's king is in front 
of the pawn, the game ends in a 
draw. A win is possible only in 
unique positions where the defend­
er's pieces are placed badly. 

41 4 /). +-
41 4. 1 .  Ilh1 1 But not 1 .  �b6? in  

view of 1 .  . .  lla7 fol lowed by 2 . . . 

ll b7. 1 . . .  Ila7 [ 1  . . .  �c7 does not 
help either: 2 . .Hh7 �c6 3. a7 Ilg8 
4 .  �a6 llea 5 .  Il h 1  �c7 6 .  llc1 
�d6 7.  �b7 Ile7 a .  �b8 Ilea 9 .  
H ca , wi nn i ng . ]  2. Ilh8 �c7 3. 
�b51 , and Black is i n  zugzwang .  

I I ) .  The defender's king is cut off 
from the pawn by four files. Win. 

41 5. I n  order to win ,  White must 
transfer his rook b8 . 1 .  Ilc2 rJ;e7 2. 
Ilea rJ;d7 3. libB fol lowed by 4. 
�b7+-

41 5 /). +-
I l l) . Attacking the pawn by the rook. 

41 6 

Vancura 
1 924 

!). or A = 

41 6. The white rook is tied to the 
defense of the a-pawn , wh i le  an 
attempt to approach with the king is 
parried by checks. 1 .  rJ;d5 Ilf5 2. 
�c4 lif61= 
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41 7 

41 8 

Kamsky - Karpov 
Linares, 1 994 

This method often occu rs i n  prac­
tice . 

41 7. 1 .  lif6 ct>e4 2. lig61 ct>e3 
[2 . . .  il b 1 ? 3 .  llg4] 3. lig41 a3 4. 
lig3 ct>e4 5. lib3 lia2 6. c;l>g3 
ct>d4 7. lif3 lia1 S. c;l>g21 Draw. 

41 S .  Theoretical posit i on . 1 . . .  
lig71 [ 1  . . .  H a 1  2 .  llh8+-] 2 .  ct>c6 
c!>g51 3. ct>b6 lig6 4. ct>b7 lig7= 
Draw. Th is set up also works on 
the f - and h-fi les ;  on other fi les the 
situation is more d iff icu lt .  

IV) . The weaker side's rook is 
behind the pawn. 

41 9. Draw, even with the addition 
of a white pawn on the g- or h-fi le .  

420. 1 . . .  a2? Look before you 

41 9 ; 

Kholmov - Timoscenko 
Pavlodar (Kazakhstan), 1 982 

420 -+ 
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leap! One should take great care 
while making such moves. Instead , 
Black could have won by 1 . . .  g5 !  2 .  
hg (2 .  h5 a2 fol lowed by f5-f4-+) 
2 . . .  �g6 3 .  Ila7 a2! 4. �h2 �h5 5 .  
�g2 g6 ,  and after 6 . . .  �g5 Black 
creates a passed pawn on the f-fi le .  
2. lias ct>h6 3. ct>h2 ct>h5 4. lia41 
c!>h6 [4 . . .  g5 5. g4!=] 5. lia6 ct>h5 6. 
lia4 g5 There nothing better. 7. g41 
ct>h4 The black g-pawns are use­
less . S. gf g4 9. c;l>g2 lib1 1 0. lia2 
lib4 A win of the f5-pawn g ives 
B lack noth i ng . 1 1 .  lic2 g3 1 2. 
lia2 �g4 1 3. lic2 lif4 1 4. lies 
lif2 1 5. �g 1 lie2 1 6. lias �13 
1 7. lia3 lie3 1 S . lia1 g2 1 9. 
�h21 ( 1 9  . . .  �g3-+ was threatened ) 
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421 6. +-
1 9. . .  'ifif2 20. Ita2 Ite2 21 . Ite2 
�e2 22. �g2 Draw. 

421 .  Theoretical position . White's 
pieces are ideal ly p laced ; he wins ,  
no matter how to move . 1 .  a6 Ita1 
2. Itb6 Ilh1 3. a7 +-

422. 1 . . .  Ilb1 [ 1  . . .  il h7 2 .  <itb6 
ll h 1  3. a6+-] 2. �c7 Ith1 3. &6+-

423. Here Wh ite is unab le  to 
wi n ,  because h i s  k i ng  i s  n ot at 
g 7 .  1 .  Ita6 [ 1 . ll g 6  ll h3 foi ­
l owed by <itf5=] 1 . . .  �f51 [ 1 . . .  
ll h3?  loses d u e  to 2 .  <ltg7 <o!tf5 

ROOK ENDINGS 

422 .. +-

Kuzmin G - Thipsay 
Delhi, 1 984 

3 .  llf6+-] 2. Ilg6 N oth i n g  is 423 fl. 
ach ieved by 2 .  <ith7 ll b3 3 .  ll g 6  
ll b7 ( 3  . . .  ll b 1  4 .  h6  Il b3= )  4 .  Ilb6= 2 . . .  Ilh3 3. Ilg1  'ifif6 4. Ilf1 
ll g 7  ll ba 5 .  Ilf7 <lt g 5  6. h6 �e7= 

1 0.15  Defense by frontal checks 

The idea behind method is to prevent the stronger side 's king from 
advancing by means of frontal checks. The opponent must not be allowed 
to advance his pawn even one square forward! 

424. 1 .  .lld4 �e5! If the black 
king were at e7 , then White wou ld 
win :  1 . . .  <o!te6 There is noth ing bet­
ter. 2. <o!tc4 <o!te5 3. lld5+ <o!te6 4. 
b5! The pawn has advanced . 4 . . .  
Ilea+ 5 .  llc5 <itd7 6 .  b6 ! +-. 2. 
�c3 [or 2. Ild7 <o!te6 3 .  lla7 <itd6 
4.  <o!ta4 <o!tc6=] 2 . . . Ilea 3. Ilc4 
Ilbal Threatening 4 . . .  <o!td6. 4. Ite6 

�d5 5. nas Ilea 6. �b3 Ite61 7. 
Ita7 Itb61 a.  Ite7 �d6 9. Itc4 
Ite6 with a draw. As a rule, against 
a kn ight's pawn the drawing chan­
ces are good . 

425. 1 .  �d3?? A draw could have 
been obtained by 1 .  ll b 1  g5 2 .  
<itd3 Ilea 3 .  ll h 1  <ltg6 4.  llg 1 
lle5 5 .  <itd4! 1 . . .  Ite1 2. �d2 
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424 

Grigoricv, Shcron 
1 937 

Tal - Zaitscv I. 
URS, 1 968 

425 6. = 

liee 3. lib1 g5 4. lih1  �g6 s. 
lig1 lie51 White does not have 6. 
�d4=. 6. �d3 CiPfs 1. �d4 lie4 e. 
�d3 g4-+ 

With a bishop or a central pawn 
the winn ing  chances i ncrease . The 
wi nn ing plan is  to move the king 
ahead of the pawn with one square 
separating them diagonal ly, whi le  
the rook supports the pawn's 
advance from beh ind .  

426. 1 .  �d4 lidB 2 .  �c5 lieB 3. 
�d5 lidB 4. �e6 �e8 5. CiPf61 ,  
and Wh ite wins .  

427. Theoretical end i n g .  Wh ite 
wins if he manages to post his k ing 
4 .  

49 

Chcron 

426 +-

ahead of the c4-pawn with one 
square separati ng them d iagonal ly. 
There are two such squares,  e6 and 
a6 . The e6-square is  i naccessib le 
to the wh ite king ,  but a6 can be 
reached . 1 .  �b4 libB 2. �as lice 
[or 2 . . .  Ilaa 3 .  �b6 Il b8 4 .  
<i!tc7 +-] 3. �b5 libB 4. �a61 lice 
5. lic1 �e7 6. �b7 lieS 7. �b6 
lihS No better is 7 . . .  Ilea 8. c5 
il bB 9. �c7+- 8. c5 �dB 9. lid1 
�c8 1 0. lig1 lih8 1 1 .  c6+-

428. 1 . . .  lig5? Although the white 
pawn has already reached the 5th 
rank, Black could have obtained a 
draw by a typical maneuver: 1 . . .  �d6 
2. Ile1 (or 2.  Ile6 �d7 3. �h4 Ile8) 
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Sveshnikov - Kuzmin G 
Tashkent, 1 980 

428 .... = 

2 . . .  c!td7! 3 .  c!th4 Ilea= 2. lle5 
�d6 3. �h4 1lg1 4. lle2 �d7 5. 
�h5 llg8 6. �h6 , and the pawn 
reaches f7. 

In  conclusion let us examine a prac­
tical example with a pawn on the 3rd 
rank. 

ROOK ENDI!'<GS 

Vaisman - Adamski 
Bucharest, 1 98 1  

429 l::J. +-
429. 1 .  lle41 with the idea b4. 1 .. . 

c;!m) 2. � cms 3. 1le3 1i!?f4 [or 3 . .  . 
Hc7 4. c!td4 llb7 5 .  c!tc5 c!tt4 6 .  
Ilh3 We5 7. llh5 We6 8.  Ilh6 c!te5 
9. b4+-] 4. lle1 1 with the idea b4. 4 . . .  
llc7 5. � llb7 6. 'ifilo4 llc7 7. 
�5! llb7 8. llb1 Black resigned . 

1 0. 16  Several interesting positions 

430 .... 
430. Theoretical positi o n .  1 . . .  

lle1 ! Black loses after 1 . . .  Ilf1 ? 2 .  
c!te5 Ile 1  3 .  c!td6 ll d 1  4.  c!te7 
na1  5. c!te8 +- 2. lld7 [2 .  lla8 
He2=] 2 . . .  1i!?f8 3. �6 1lf1 Draw. 

431 .  1 . . .  lla4! 2. g5 �h5! 3. llg7 
[or 3. !lg8=] 3 . . .  !laS 4. g6 lla6! 
5. llg8 llb6 White is unable to 

Tseitlin - Lapienis 
URS, 1 969 

431 .... 
improve his position . Draw. 

432. 1 . . .  1lg3 [ 1  . . . b2 2. c!ta2=] 2. 
llb7 Ilc3 3. llb41 The only saving 
move . 3 . . .  llc8 [3 . . .  llg3 4. llb8=] 
4. 1lc4 1lc4 stalemate . Draw. 

Black saves the draw by hiding his 
king in the "shadow" of the white pawn. 
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432 

433 

Rinck 
1 908 

Izenegger 
1 954 

= 

= 

5 1  

433. 1 . . .  .tib6 2 .  q;e7 q;b31 (the 
only saving move) 3. q;d7 Iib41 4. 
q;c7 Ilc4 5. q;d6 Iib4 with a d raw. 

Keres 
1 946 

434 1::::.. 
434. 1 .  Iie2 q;h3 2. Iia2 [2 .  

ct>h5? fai ls  due to 2 . . .  llg3!  3 .  lla2 
(3. ct>h6 ct>g4-+) 3 . . .  llg2 4. lla3 
lle2 5 .  ct>g5 ct>g3 , and B lack wins 
easi ly. ] 2 . . .  Iif2 [or 2 . . .  llt8 3. lle2 
lle8 4 .  ct>t4=] 3. Iia3 .tif3 [3 . . .  
lle2 4 .  ct>t4=] 4 .  Iia2 q;g3 5. 
Iie21 , and B lack has ach ieved 
noth ing . Draw. To play rook endings 
wel l ,  one must pay serious atten ­
tion to  the  rook and pawn vs . rook 
end ings .  

10.2 ROOK AND TWO PAWNS AGAINST ROOK 

10.21 Connected pawns 

Two connected pawns normally win, but if the defender manages to 
blockade the pawns, a draw is possible. 

435. 1 .  Iid4 .tib6 Black's task is to 
watch over the 6th rank  with h is 
rook. 2 . .tid8 There is no other way. 
2 . . .  Ilb4 3. q;e5 Ilb71 with the 
idea ct>g5 . 4. Ilg8 q;h7 5. .tid8 
q;g6= 

436. 1 .  q;ca Ilg7 2. .tid7 Ilga 

3 . .tid8 Ilg7 4. q;b8 N oth i ng  is 
ach ieved by 4. lld6 ct>b5 5. ct>b8 
llg8= 4 . . .  Iih7 5. Iid6 q;c51 The 
only move . Losing is 5 . . .  ct>b5? 6. 
a7 llh8 7.  ct>c7 llh7 8. lld7 llh8 
9 .  <t>b7+- 6. b6 [or 6 .  a7 ct>d6 7.  
a8� ll h8 8.  <t>b7 lla8 9 . ct>a8 
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435 

Horvits, Kling 
1 85 1  

Cheron 
1 926 

436 D. 

= 

�c5= ; 6 .  Hd8 �b6= ; 6 .  !lg6 !l h8 
7 .  �c7 H h7 8 .  �dB �b5=] 6 . .  . 
'i!id6 7. 'i!ia8 [7. a7 �c5 !=]  7 . .  . 
lih8 8. 'i!ia7 'i!ic6 9. b7 'i!ic7 1 0. 
b81W lib8 stalemate . Draw. One is 
unable to know al l  theoretical posi ­
t ions; moreover it is not necessary. 
I n  practice it is important just to 
master the main methods of de­
fense ( i n  this case - the blockade of 
pawns) . 

The white pawns are f i rmly b lock­
aded , but B lack must play very pre­
cisely i n  order to  avoid transposing 
into a lost end ing with rook and 
pawn vs . rook. 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Scrper - Chernin 
Groningen, 1 993 

437 A 
437. 1 . . .  lidS? Correct was 1 . . .  

Hc8 ! 2 .  Hc3 !lh8 3 .  <itd3 ll h4! 4. 
!lea (or 4.  Hc7 �a3 5. b5 �b4 6. 
b6 <lta5 7 .  b7 Il b4=) 4 . . .  �a3 5 .  b5 
�b4 6. b6 H h7 7 .  Hc7 llhB a. b7 
H b8 with a draw. Also possib le was 
1 . . .  H ha 2. Hc3 llh2 3. �d3 H h4 
4. Ilc4 ll h3 5. <itd4 Ila3 6. �c5 
H b3 !  7. b5 <ita5= 2. 'i!ic31 lic8 No 
better is 2 . . .  �a3 3. nf5 Ilea 4. 
Ilc5 Ilaa 5 .  lla5+- 3. 'i!ib21 lih8 
4. lif61 The only move . Noth ing is 
ach ieved by 4 .  llf5? !l h5 !  5 .  Ilf8 
(5. llf6 �b5) 5 . . .  Hh2 6 .  �c3 ll h3 
7. �c4 Ii h4 8 .  <ltc5 llh5 9 .  �b6 
ll h6= 4 . • .  lih2 5. 'i!ic3 lih3 6. 'i!ic4 
lih4 7. 'i!ic5 lih5 8. 'i!ib6 'i!ia3 9. 
b51 'i!ib4 1 0. lif4 'i!ic3 1 1 .  'i!ia6 , 
and B lack resigned . 

Someti mes the defender man­
ages to draw even when pawns are 
not blockaded . This is possib le only 
if the stronger side's pieces are 
p laced bad ly. 

438. 1 .  'i!ig4 lia4= Black checks , 
thus not g iving the white rook an 
opportun ity to get free.  

439. 1 . . . lib1 1 Bad is 1 . . . Iia5 2 .  
lld6 �e7 3 .  �c7 +- 2. 'i!ia7 lib5 3. 
lid6 'i!ic71 4. lic6 'i!id8 5. lid6 
'i!ic71 Draw. 
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438 

10.22 Doubled pawns 

440 

Duras 
1 902 

6. +-

440. 1 .  lld2 rl1e7 2. !ld61 If there 
were no the b6-pawn , White wou ld 
have won by bu i ld ing a br idge.  2 • • •  

llc3 [2  . . .  <i!?d6 3. <i!?cB llc3 4. 
<i!?dB+-1 3. llc61 llc6 4. rl1a7 White 
wi ns.  

I f  one of the doubled pawns has 
reached the 6th rank ,  with the 
weaker side's k ing being placed on 
the back rank ,  then a win is easy 
even in the case of a kn ight's pawn . 

441 . Theoretical position . 1 .  rl1h61 
llb6 2. g6 llb8 I f  there were no the 

439 

Kasparian 
1 946 

53 

= 

pawn on g2 ,  it would have been a 
draw. 3. lla61 llf8 4. g4 llb8 5.g7 
!lea 6. llts !las 7. llf8+-

441 +-

442 = 
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442. Theoretical position . Black 
draws "a Ia Phil idor'', but exact play is 
required .  1 .  llb7 llg6 2. llb6 llg4! 
The only move. Bad is 2 . . .  llg 1 3 .  
'i!>c6+-; or 2 . . .  ilg7 3 .  ilb8!  'i!>c7 4 .  
ilaa llg6 5. d6 lld6 6. ila7 +-3.  d6 
llg1 4. clic6 llc1 5. �5 llh1 6. 
c!>e6 lle1 7. �5 llh1 Draw. 

443. 1 . . .  llf81 The s i m p l est .  
B lack eas i ly d raws by sacrif ic ing 
h is  pawn . 2. llf8 'i!?fa 3.  llh6 Cite7! 
B ut not 3 . . .  ilc4 4. ile6 ! +- 4. 
Citb3 Citd7 5. litb4 lle51 6. c5 lle1 
with a d raw. 

10.23 Isolated pawns 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Yandemirov - Ruban 
Kolontaevo, 1 994 

443 = 

Two isolated pawns normally win. As a rule, one of them is sacrificed, 
and the other queens. 

· 

Romanishin - Vaganian 
URS, 1 97 1  

444 /:::;. +-
444. Here Wh ite wi ns  eas i ly, 

because his rook and king are very 
active . 1 .  llc7 CiteS 2. Citg6 llg2 3. 
g5 llg3 4. lithe litd6 5. Ilea Citd7 
6. llc4 [6 .  Ilf8 llc3 7. g6+-] 6 . . .  
CiteS 7. g6 , and Wh ite wi ns. 

445. 1 .  lld7! lla2 [ 1 . . .  lla6 2.  

Eingorn - Lputian 
Lvov, 1 984 

445 D. +-
'i!>f5 Ila5 3. 'i!>f6 /:::;. e6+-] 2. Citd6 
lld2 [2 . . .  !la6 3 .  'i!>d5 fol lowed by 
e6] 3. lite7 lla2 4. lld1 ! The most 
precise. 4 . . .  lle2 [4 . . .  'i!>g7 5 .  llg 1 
with the idea e6+-; 4 . . .  Ha7 5. 'i!>f6 
Hf7 6. 'i!>e6 fif2 7. !l g 1  +-] 5. e6 
lla2 6. llf1 Black resigned . 

If one of the pawns is rook 's or knight's, then a win is much more diffi­
cult or even impossible. 
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Dvoretzky - Fillipovic 
Polanica Zdroj ,  1 973 

446 /:::,. = 

446. 1 .  �d5 Iid1 2. �e6 Ilg1 1 
The only move. Bad is 2 . . .  <i!tg6 3 .  
<i!te7 <i!tg7 4.  e 5  il b 1  5 .  !la7! 1:::. 
e6+-; or 2 . . .  il b 1  3 .  e5 <i!tg6 4. 
<i!te7 <i!tf5 5 .  e6 Ilb7 6 .  <i!tf8 <i!tf6 7 .  
e7+- 3. Ila7 �g6 4. e5 Iie1 ! I n  the 
game Black played 4 . . .  il b 1 ? 5 .  
<i!te7 il b6 6 .  e6  il b8 (or 6 . . .  <i!tf5 7 .  
!las  <i!tg6 8 .  Ila1  ! +-) 7.  Ha 1 , and 
White has won .  5. �d6 Ci9f5 6. Iif7 
'i!?g6 7. Iif2 Iia1 ! with a d raw. 

Chernin - Mukhin 
URS, 1 978 

447 A = 
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447. 1 . . .  Iia51 Losing is 1 . . .  Ilb4? 
2. <i!te5 llb5 3. <i!td6 ilb6 4. <i!td5 
Ilb5 5 .  <i!tc6 ilb1  6.  !lg7! ilc1 7. 
<i!td6 ild 1  8 .  <i!te6 Ile1 9. <i!tf6 !le6 
1 0. <i!tg5! !le7 1 1 .  <i!tf6 ! lle1 1 2 . 
Ilg8 <i!td7 1 3. h6 ilf1  1 4. <i!tg7 Ilg 1 
1 5. <i!th8 Ilh1  1 6 . !lg6 1:::. <i!fg7+- 2. 
� Threatening 3. Ilg7. 2 . . . Iia4 3. 
� Ila5 4. � [4. <i!te6 ilh5=; 4. 
<i!tf6 ila6 5 .  <i!tg7 Ila1 =] 4 ... Iib5 5. 
h6 Iih5 6. Iih8 'i!?e7 7. h7 � Draw. 

In positions with two rook 's pawns the defender can employ the already 
examined defensive system, attacking the h-pawn with the rook from the 
side. 

448. 1 . . .  Iif4! Black t ies the Suetin - Portisch F. 

white rook to the defense of the Belgrade, 1 977 

h4-pawn . 2. �b3 �a6 3. a5 Ile4 
4. �c3 Iif4 5. �d3 Ilg4 6. �e3 
Ilc4 7. 'i!?f3 Ilea 8. �e4 Ilc4 9 .  
�d5 Ilg4 1 0. �e6 Ilc4 1 1 .  Iih8 
�b7 1 2. Iih7 [ 1 2 . h5 llc6 !  1 3 . 
<i!td5 ( 1 3 . <i!tf5 llc5 1 4 . <it>g6 
!lc6= ) 13  . . .  Hf6 ! 1 4 . <i!te5 llc6 
1 5 . !Ida H h6=] 1 2  . . .  �a6 1 3. h5 
Ilc5! 1 4. Iih8 �b7! [ 1 4  . . .  <i!ta5? 
1 5 . h6+-] 1 5. h6 Iic6 1 6. �e5 
Ilg6 1 7. Ci9f5 Iic6 1 8 . a6 �a7! 
[ 1 8 . . .  Ha6 1 9 . �g5 ! +-] 1 9 . �g5 448 = 

Ilc5 20. �f4 Iic6 Draw. 
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Positions with f- and h-pawns are the most complicated. Theorists have 
proved that the defender can draw if his king is placed in front of the 
pawns and is not cut off by the opponent's rook on the back rank. While 
defending a worse rook ending, one should bear in mind the possibility of 
transposing into a drawn ending with the f- and h-pawns. 

Let us f i rst consider a position where the stronger side wins .  

Gheorghiu - Robatsch 
Ljubljana, 1 969 

449 +-

449. 1 .  h5 llg 1 2. 'i!?f6 [2 .  �h6? 
!lg2=] 2 . . .  llb1 [2 . . .  Il h 1  3 .  Hd7 
Il h2 4.  !Ida �h7 5. �e7, and 
Wh ite wi ns . ]  3. h61  Noth i ng  is 
gained by 3. !laB �h7 4.  �e7 !lb7 
S .  �f8 i n  view of S . . .  !l b6 6 .  !la7 
�h6 7. �f7 �gS! 8 .  �g7 (or 8 .  
Has Il b7 9 .  �e6 Il b6 1 0 . �es 
�hS=)  a . . .  �fS 9 .  h6 ( 9 .  !l as 
�g4=) 9 . . .  .ng6 1 0 . �h7 !lg 1 =  
3 . . .  llb6 [3 . . .  Il h 1  4 .  llg7 �f8 ( 4  . . .  
�h8 S .  !le7! �g8 6 .  Iiea �h7 7 .  
�f7 Ha1  8 .  f6  !la7 9 .  �e6+-) S .  
�g6 fig 1 6 .  �h7 fif1  7. Ila7!  
!lg1 a .  t6 Ilg2 9 .  !lg7 Hf2 1 0 . 
�g6+-] 4. cbg5 llb1 5. f6 and 
White wins ,  for example :  5 . . .  llg1 
6. 'i!?f5 llf1 7. c!>e6 lle1 8. c!>d6 
lld1 9. cbe7 lle1 1 0. c!>d8+-

l n  th is game too , the stronger 
side has eas i ly won . 

450. 1 . . . cbb3 [ 1  . . .  �c3 is also 
winn ing . ]  2. llb8 cbc3 3. �a1 [or 

450 

Adamski - Pisietsky 
Nice, 1 974 

-+ 

3 .  llg8 c4 4. ng3 �b4 s. Ilf3 c3 
-+] 3 . . . c4 4. cbb1 llh7 [4 . . .  a3 S .  
!lg8 Ild2-+] 5. cba2 cbc2 6. llb1 
[6 .  !lb2 �d3-+] 6 . . .  lle7 7. llg1 
c3 8. llg2 cbd1 White resigned . 

45 1 

Taimanov - Gulko 
URS, 1 976 

= 

451 . Variat ion from the game. 
Here Wh ite manages to d raw, 
because the  b lack  k i n g  is cut  off 
on the h -f i le .  1 . . .  cbh3 2. cbg 1 1  h4 
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[or 2 . . .  f3 3 .  llf7=] 3. ilga f3 4. 
ilfa �g3 [or 4 . . .  llg2 5. c;!if 1 ! c;!tg3 
6 .  llga c;!ih2 7 .  llfa=] 5. ilga c.!?f4 
6. ilfa �e3 7. ilea �d3 a. ilda 
cct?e2 9. ilea �d 1 1 0. ilfa with an 
easy d raw. 

If the defender's king is not cut off 
by the opponent's rook on the back 
rank, then a draw is achieved com­
para tively easily, precise game 
supposed. 

Let us examine some examples.  
Maizelis 

452 .. 
452. Theoret ica l  e n d i n g .  1 . .  . 

ila2 2. �g5 [or 2 .  c;!tes lle2] 2 . .  . 
ilg2 3 .  c.!?f6 ilf21  Black must pre ­
vent 4 .  �- Bad is 3 . . .  c;!ih6 4 .  
c;!te7 ! ( but not 4.  c;!if7? c;!ih7  5 .  f6 
llg7 !  6. c;!ie8 llg8 7. c;!id7 lla8 !  
with a d raw) 4 . . .  c;!i h 7  5 .  f 6  H a 2  6 .  
f7+- 4 .  ile3 [4. lle7 c;!i h 6  = ;  4. 
lies c;!ih6=] 4 . . .  ila2!  5. !le6 [5.  
c;!if7 c;!ih6=] 5. . .  ilf2 , and B lack 
draws . 

453. 1 .  ilg6 �! The s implest , 
however, as was poi nted out by 
Averbakh , a draw is also obtainable 
by 1 . . .  c;!ih7 2 .  f5 ll b 1  3. Ci!tg5 ll g 1  
4 .  c;!if6 lla1  5 .  llg7 Ci!th6 6 .  lle7 
Ha6 7 .  Ile6 Ha7 8 .  Ile1  ll b7 !=  
(but not 8 . . .  Iia6 due  to  9 .  c;!tt7 
c;!tgs 1 0 . h6 ! ,  and Black loses) 2. 

51 

ilg5 ilb1 3. ilc5 Black also draws 
after 3 .  h6 ll a 1 ! ( los in g  is 3 . . .  
!l g  1 ?  4.  c;!tts !l h 1 s .  llg7 c;!ff8 s .  
Ci!tg6 !lg 1  7.  c;!ih7 lla 1  (7 . . .  llf 1  8 .  
lla7 llf4 9 .  Ci!tg6 llg4 1 0 . Ci!tf6 llf4 
( 1 0  . . .  c;!ig8 1 1 .  llg7 llg7 1 2 . hg+-) 
1 1 .  c;!ig5+-) 8. ll g 5  lla7 9 .  
Ci!th8+-) 4 .  llh5 ( 4 .  c;!ffs lla5=; 4. 
h7 llg 1 = )  4 . . .  c;!ig8 5 .  f5 c;!ih7 6 .  f6 
(6. llh3 llg 1 7.  c;!ths llf 1  8 .  c;!tgs 
llg 1 9 .  c;!tt6 lla1 ! 1 0 . lle3 ll b1 ! 
1 1 .  He6 ll f 1 ! see above) 6 . . .  

Gligoric - Smyslov 
Moscow, 1 947 

453 6.. = 

lla4 7. c;!ffs llas 8 .  c;!ie6 Ha6= 
3 . . .  c.!?f6 4. ilc6 �g7! [Bad is 4 . . .  
c;!tt7? i n  view of 5 .  c;!tgs llg 1 6 .  
Ci!tf5 ll h 1  7 .  llc7 c;!tg8 8 .  c;!tt6 !la1  
9 .  f5 +-l 5. �g5 ilg 1 6 .  c.!?f5 ila1  
7. ilc7 [7 .  ilg6 Ci!tf7=] 7 . . .  �h6 a .  
ile7 ilb1  9.  ilea �g7 1 0. ile5 
ila1 1 1 .  ild5 ilf1 1 2 . ild4 ila1 
1 3 . ild6 ilas 1 4. �g4 ila1 [ 1 4  . . .  
H b5=] 1 5. ile6 ilg1 1 6. �f5 ila1 
1 7. h6 �h7! 1 a . ild6 ila2 1 9. 
�g5 ilg2 20. c.!?f6 �h6 21 . �e7 
�h7 22. f5 ile2 23. ile6 ila2 24. 
f6 ilaa! with a draw. 

In practice the weaker side very 
often loses drawn positions due to 
time pressure. Even strong players 
err in these endings. 
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Geller - Rovner 
1 956 

454 A = 

454. 1 . . .  c�tl7! [ 1  . . .  W? 2. !lh4!+-] 
2. Iih4 [2. !le4 !lg 1  3. Wf6 !la1 !=] 
2 . . .  Iig1  3. � Iil!l1 4. Ile4 Iia21 
[ 4 . . .  !la6? 5 .  !le6 �a 1 6 .  'i&f7 +-] 5. 
Ilea [5 . .fie6 !lf2!=] 5 . . .  Iia1= 

Polugaevsky - Ree 
Netherlands, 1 98 1  

455 6. = 

455. 1 .  Iib8 Ciftc4 2. IiaB [2. Iih8=] 
2 . . .  Iig2 3. � Ci!tc3 4. Iia4? This 
loses. A draw could have been obtained 
by 4. !lh8 Ild2 5. !lh3 !ld3 6. Ilh2! 
Draw. 4 . . .  c4 5. Iia8 Ilg71 6. c!>a2 Ci!tc2 
7. �1 c3 8. c!>a2 Iib79. Iia6 Iid7 10. 
IiaB Ci!td2 Vllhite resigned. 

456. 1 . . .  Ci!te6 2. Ci!tg5 or 2. Ilg5 � 
3. h5 lla1 4. l:ig6 W=, as it was 
shown previously. 2. . .  rllr!? A draw 
could have been achieved by 2 . . .  llg3! 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Euwe - Kramer 
Leeuwarden, 1 940 

456 A = 

3. �h6 Wts 4. Ilg5 Ilh3 5. h5 Ilh 1 = 3. 
Iih7Ci!tQ8 [3 . . . �4. f5+-] 4. Iib7 Iia1 
5. h5 lias s. f5 lieS 7. f6 1 :0 

Smyslov - Makogonov 
Leningrad, 1 947 

457 A = 

457. 1 . . .  Iif1 2. Ci!tg4 Iig1 3. � 
Iia1 Also possible is 3 . . .  Ilf1 =  4. Ilg8 
[4. �h6 ilf1 ] 4 . . .  rtJr7 5. Iig3 liaS 6. 
Ci!tg4 � 7. Iic3 Iib5 8. Iia> tMT 9. 
Iic7 c;!m) 10. h5 Otherwise Vllhite is 
unableto improve his position . 10 . . .  liaS 
1 1 .  Iid7 Iia1 1 2. h6 Iig1 13. � Iih1 
14. h7 'i!?IS! 15. Ci!tg3 Ci!te6 16. Iia7 � 
17. Iib7 Ci!tQS [ 17  . . .  Ilh6? 18. ilb5+-] 
18. Ci!tg4 Iig1 19. � Iih1 20. Ci!te4 
Iie1 21 . Ci!td5 Iid1 22. � Iie1 23. 
Ci!tds Iid1 24. rl;e7 �7 25. " Ci!?h6  
26. 15 Iia1 27. rM7 IiaB Draw. 
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10.3 ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST 
ROO K  AND PAWN 

Although these endings are usually drawn, even in such simple positions 
there are many subtleties, and so some theoretical positions and typical 
methods of play are best known. In the majority of cases the game trans­
poses into either a rook and pawn vs. rook, or a rook vs. pawn ending. 

458 

Taimanov - Estevez 
Brno, 1 975 

= 

458. Sometimes, instead of passive 
defense, it is better to give up a pawn , 
thus reaching a theoretical ly drawn 
position (that is why a firm knowledge 
of typical positions is needed ! )  1 .  
�h6 Ir:f61 The only move. 1 . . .  Ha6 2.  
g5+- 2. lia4 g5? Black should have 
sacrificed the pawn in another way: 
2 . . .  00! 3. «tth7 (3.  Ila7 «ttg8=) 3 . . .  
llf1 4 .  Ila7 «ttf6 5 .  Ha6 00! 6 .  !lg6 
llh1  7. Hh6 !lg 1  8 .  !lh4 �8 9. 
«tth6 «ttg8 1 0. g5 Ila1 =  3. �g5 Now 
White is winn ing.  3 • . .  lif1 [3 . . .  Hb6 4. 
Ilf4+-J 4. lia7 �8 5. �g6 lif2 6. 
g5 lib2 7. liaS �e7 8. �g7 lif2 9. 
g6 lif1 1 0. �g8 lig1 1 1 .  g7 lig2 
12. lif8 Black resigned .  

459. 1 . • .  lia6? Senseless , s ince 
the f6-pawn is lost i n  any case. A 
draw cou ld have been obtained by 
1 . . .  «ttf8 ! 2. H b6 Hf4! 3. «ttf6 «ttg8 

Taimanov - Mueller 
Varna, 1 975 

459 ... = 

4. H b8 «tth7,  transferri ng the king 
to the short s ide. 2. �g71 lic6 3. 
lib8 �e7 4. lib1 lia6 5. lie1 
�d8 6. �+- �d7 7. lid1 �c7 8. 
�e7 fol l owed by 9. lid7 and 
1 0.lid6. Black resigned . 

I n  the fo l lowing example Wh ite 
managed to exploit the bad posi­
tion ing of B lack's pieces. 

460. 1 .  �6 �ga [ 1 . . . «tte8 2. 
e6+-J 2. !ig4! «ttf8 3. ila4! [3 . 
ilg7? lieS=] 3 . . .  lidS? No better 
is 3 . . .  «tte8 4. lla8 «ttd7 5 . .tla7 +-; 
a draw could have been obtai ned 
by 3 . . .  «ttg8 !  4. Ha8 «tth7 5 .  Hf8 ! 
Ild 1 6 .  !1f7 «ttg8 7 .  !1a7 !if1  8 .  
«tte6 He 1 ! (8 . . .  Ll b 1 ? 9 .  «tte7 «ttg7 
1 0 . e6 Ll b8 1 1 .  «ttd6 ! +-) 4. lia7? A 
mistake i n  response . Wi nn ing is 4 . 
.tl h4!  «ttg8 5. «tte7 nds 6 .  !lg4 
«tth7 7 .  «ttf7+- 4 . . .  lib8? [4 . . .  
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Kirov - Koshic 
Novi Sad, 1 992 

460 6. 
c;!?g8=] s. 1If7 �g8 6. lig7 �8 
7.e6 1Ib6 8. 1Ia7 1Ib8 9. 1Ih7 
�g8 1 0. lig7 Black resigned . 

Foreseeing the end ing with pawn 
against rook, Black must play accu­
rately. 

461 

Alekhin - Bogoljubow 
Gennany, 1 929 

= 

ROOK ENDINGS 

461 . 1 . . .  �? The ending with 
pawn against rook is unavoidable,  
and so Black should have prepared 
for it. A draw could have been 
achieved by 1 . . .  c;!?e4! , for example: 
2 .  b7 f5 3 .  b8\'!Y !lb8 4. !lb8 f4 5. 
c;!?cs f3 6 .  n f8 c;!?e3 7. c;!?c4 f2 8 .  c;!?c3 
'i!?e2 9. Ilea c;!?d 1 =  2. b7 f5 3. b81i' 
1Ib8 4. 1Ib8 f4 s. �s fJ 6. � f2 
7. 1If8 �g3 8. � Black resigned . 

Konstantinopolski - Fridman 
1 940 

462 6. +-
462. 1 .  1Ic21 Cutt ing off the black 

king from the a-pawn On ly a draw 
resu lts from 1 .  f7 llf7 2 .  c;!?f7 c;!?c4= 
1 . . .  �e6 [ 1 . . .  a3 2. f7 !lf7 3. c;!?f7 
fol lowed by lla2+-] 2. lic3! Bad is 
2 .  f7? !lf7 3 .  !le2 c;!?dS 4. c;!?f7 
c;!?c4 with a draw. 2 . . .  a3 3. f7 Ilf7 
4. 1Ie3 �d5 S. � a2 6. Ila3 
Black resigned . 

We have examined the transition to rook and pawn vs. rook and rook vs. 
pawn endings. Besides, some interesting tactical and strategic ideas 
occur in rook and pawn vs. rook and pawn endings. One of them is 
demonstra ted in this famous study by Emanuel Lasker. 

463. The winn ing plan is to drive �a8 1Ic2 3. Ilh6 �aS 4. �b7 
the black king onto a2 or b2,  after lib2 5. �a7 1Ic2 6. lihS �a4 7. 
which ll h2 decides. This goal is �b7 lib2 8. �a6 1Ic2 9. 1Ih4 
ach ieved by force . 1 .  �b8 Ilb2 2. �a3 1 0 . �b6 Th reate n i n g  1 1 .  
�a8 1Ic2 3. 1Ih6 �as 4. �b7 il h 2 .  1 0  . . .  lib2 1 1 .  �as 1Ic2 
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Lasker 
1 890 

463 b. +-
1 2. lih3 �a2 1 3. lih2, and Wh ite 
wins .  Lasker's idea was developed 
in  chess composition , as wel l  as i n  
practice . 

The idea is the same,  but the 
sol ution is more compl icated . 

Kopaev 
1 95 1  

464 b. +-
464. 1 .  lif5 'i!?a4 The best 

retreat . 2. liaS! �b4 3. lih5 lid3 
4. q;c7 lic3 5. 'i!?b6 I f  Wh ite had 
not g iven check on the 2nd move , 
then Black would have drawn by 
.!l b3 . 5 . . .  lid3 6. lih4 'i!?a3 7. 'i!?c7 
ilc3 8. 'i!?d81 A by-pass.  Wh ite 
needs to reach a5 with his king , but 
r ight off this is impossible :  8. «!tb6 
l'i b3 . 8 . . .  lic2 9. q;e7 lie2 1 0. 

6 1  

'i!?d6 lid2 1 1 .  �c6 lic2 1 2. 'i!?b5 
lib2 1 3. 'i!?a5 lid2 1 4. lih3 'i!?a2 
1 5. lih2, and White wins .  

Jansa - Geller 
.Moscow, 1 970 

465 A 
465. 1 . . .  lig4 2. �h8 lif4 3. lies 

'i!?h5 4. �g7 lig4 5. 'i!?h7 lif4 6. 
lieS �h4 7. �g7 lig4 8.  � lif4 
9. 'i!?e6 lie4 1 0. �5. and B lack 
resigned in view of the fol lowing 
l ine :  1 0 . . .  lie2 1 1 .  'i!?g6 lig2 1 2. 
'i!?h6 lif2 1 3. lic4 'i!?h3 1 4. 'i!?g6 
lig2 1 5. �h5 ilf2 1 6. lic3 fol ­
lowed by Hc2+-

The fo l l owing  or i g i na l  study 
develops Lasker's theme. 

Kalandadzc 
1 970 

466 b. +-
466. 1 .  d7 lid3 2. �c7 lic3 3. 

q;d6 lid3 4. 'i!?e7 lie3 5. 00 lid3 
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6. Ila5 �g4 7. �e7 Ile3 8. �6 
Ild3 9. Ila4 �h5 Otherwise White 
plays 1 0 . !la3+- 1 0. �e6 Ile3 1 1 .  
�5 Ild3 [ 1 1 . . .  Hf3 1 2 . <i!'?e4+-] 
1 2. Ila3! Ild7 1 3. Ilh3 Mate An 
u nexpected f inale !  The last exam­
ples demonstrate the perfect coor­
d ination of king and rook which is 
one's des i red g oa l  in the rook 
endgame. 

Keres 
1 947 

467 D.. +-

467. Study by Paul Keres . Wh ite's 
plan is to transfer the rook to the 
2nd  ran k  fol l owed by H d2 and 
<i!'?d7.  But fi rst he advances h is  
pawn to  e7 .  1 .  �e8 �g6 2. e7 �h5 
Black tries not to a l low the wh ite 
rook to get to the 2nd rank.  If 2 . . .  
<i!'?h7, then 3 .  Ha3 <i!'?g7 4. Hg3 
<i!'?h7 5 .  !lg2 <i!'?h8 6 .  i!d2 <i!'?g7 7 .  
<i!'?d7 +- 3. Ila3! By putti ng h is  
opponent i n  zugzwang Wh ite forces 
the black king to move onto the g­
fi le ,  after which Lasker's idea does 
work. 3 . . .  �h4 4. Ila5 �g4 Or 4 . . .  
<i!'?h3 5 .  Ha4! , and B lack i s  i n  
zugzwang . 5. � Ilf1 6 .  �g6 Ile1 
7. Ila4 �h3 8. � Ilf1 9. �g5 
Ilg1 1 0. �h5 Ile1 1 1 .  Ila3 �g2 
1 2. Ila2 � 1 3. Ila7 Ile6! ( 1 4. 
<i!'?g6 was threatened ) 1 4. �g5 

ROOK ENDINGS 

�e4 1 5. Ilc7 or 1 5 . H b7; but not 
1 5 . Hd7 <i!'?e5 , and it is White who is 
in zugzwang . 15 . . . �eS 1 6. Ild71 
�e4 1 7. Ild1 !  �3 1 8. Ilf1 �e2 
1 9. Ilf7 �e3 20. "· and White 
wins .  

The idea of  the rook's transferri ng 
to the 2nd (7th ) rank  is often seen i n  
practice . 

Panchenko - Melnikov 
1 985 

468 D.. 

468. 1 .  Ila31 Ile1 2. Ilb3 e2 3. 
Ilb2! Black res igned.  

Zaitsev I .  - Dvoretzky 
· Moscow, 1 973 

469 D.. 
469. 1 .  chg4 Black threatened 

lla6-g6 (h6) - Iig7 ( h7)-+ 1 . . .  
Ila4 2. �h5 Ila6 Zugzwang . I f  
now 3 .  <i!'?g5,  then 3 . . .  <i!'?f2 , and 
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Black wins "a Ia Keres". 3. 'ifilg4 A s im i lar idea works also with 
l'lg6 4. ci>f5 l'lg7 5. ci>t6 l'lh7 6. alarger number of pawns on the 
'ifile6 l'lb7 7. 'ifile5 l'le7 8. 'ifild6 board . 
'ifild1 9. 'ifile7 e11!f, and B lack went 
on to win .  

10.31 "Hide-away" 

Sometimes the stronger side's king can hide in the "shadow" of an 
opponent's pawn (pawns). 

Kotov - Eliskases 
Stockholm, 1 952 

470 • +-
470. 1 . . .  l'lf2 2. 'ifile6 l'le2 3. ci>f5 

g4 The black g-pawn covers the 
wh ite king from checks from the 
rear. If there were no g-pawn here ,  
B lack wou ld  have had  an easy 
draw. 4. 'i!;lg61 l'lf2 5. f7 ci>f8 6. 
l'lb8 'ifile7 7. l'le8 Black resigned . 

I n  this position Back could have 
won by h id ing his king in the "sha­
dow" of the g-pawn . 

471 . 1 . . .  ci>f41 I n  the game B lack 
played 1 . . .  <t>h4? , and after 2. ilf 1 ! 
Ilg3 (or 2 . . .  c;!;>g3 3 .  ilg 1  <t>f2 4. 
lla1 ilg4 5 .  ila2 c;!;>g3 6 .  c;!;>g 1  
llb4 7 .  ilg2=) 3 .  g 5  h e  was forced 
to capture the g-pawn , which led to 
a draw: 3 . . .  c;!;>g5 4. lla1  c;!;>g4 5. 
!la4 c;!;>g5 6. !Ia 1  c;!;>g4 7 .  !Ia4 
ct>g5 8 . .Has <t>h4 9 .  llf5 il h3 1 0 . 
<t>g 1  <t>g3 1 1 . ilf8 il h4 1 2 . !lg8 

Schmidt - Plachetka 
Decin, 1 976 

471 • -+ 
Draw. 2. l'lg1 No better is 2 .  g5 
c;!;>g3 3 .  ilg 1  <t>f2 ! 4.  ila 1  ilg4 5 .  
ila2 c;!;>g3 6 .  c;!;>g 1  (6 .  g6 il b4 7 .  
ila 1  il h4 8 .  c;!;>g 1  f2-+) 6 . . .  il b4 7.  
ila 1 il b2 8.  g6  Ilg2 9.  <t>f 1  
il h2-+; o r  2 .  ilf 1  Iie2 3 .  g5 c;!;>g3 

472 

Schlechter - Perlis 
Karlovy Vary, 1 9 1 1 

+-
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4. !l g 1  (4. g6 !l h2 5 .  �g 1 f2 6 .  
llf2  llf2  7 .  g7  ll g 2  8 .  �h 1 
�f3-+) 4 . . .  �h3 5 .  llf1  f2 fol -
lowed by 6 . . .  !le 1 -+ 2 . . .  Ile2 3. 
Ilf1 [3 .  g5 f2 4. llf1 �g3 5 .  g6 
!le1 -+] 3 . . .  �g3 , and B lack wins. 

The device of hiding in  the "shadow" 

ROOK ENDINGS 

often occurs in rook end ings .  
472. 1 .  e5 1 fe The alternatives are 

no better, for example:  1 . . .  lle5 2 .  
�c6+-; 1 . . .  !ld2 2 .  �e6 �c8 3 .  
d7! +- 2 .  �e6 To the "shadow". 2 . . .  
Ile2 3 .  Ilae !lee 4 .  Ilea �ee 5. 
�e7, and White wins .  

10.32 Several interesting positions 

473 

Gilg - Tartakower 
Semmering, 1 926 

-+ 
In this example B lack wins by 

subtle p lay. 
473. 1 . . .  Ilg1 1  Of course, not 1 . . .  

e 1 'ff 2 .  Ile1 �c1 3 .  �h7 with a draw. 
2. Ila2 � 3. Ila3 Now 3.  lle2 1oses 
in view of 3 . . .  �e2 4. �h7 �3 5. h6 
�4 6. �h8 �g5 7. h7 �g6 8. �g8 
�h6 9. �h8 lla1 -+ 3 . . .  �4 4. Ila4 
�I 5. Ila3 ctM 6. Ila4 Ilg4 7. 
Ila1 Ile4 8. Ilh1 [or 8. �g6 e 1� 9. 
!le1 lle1 1 0. h6 ile6 1 1 .  �g7 �g5 
1 2 . h7 lle7 13 .  �g8 �g6+-] 8 . . •  � 
9. Ilg1 � 10. Ile1 " 1 1 .  �h7 
�5 12. h6 Ile7 \/Vhite resigned . 

474. 1 .  IlcB? A decisive mistake. Very 
often , when both opponents have 
passed pawns on different wings, the 
defender draws by putting his rook on 
the 7th (2nd) rank in order to protect his 
pawn. By 1 .  llc7! \/Vhite could have 

Vitolinsh - Malaniuk 
Severodonetsk, 1 982 

saved the game: 1 . . .  �d4 2. g4! 
llc3 (2  . . .  �e3 3. �g3) 3. g5 �e5 
4. g6 Ilh5 (otherwise White plays 5 .  
g7=) 5 .  �g3 llg5 6 .  �f3 ilg6 7 .  
�e2 ! Theoretical draw. 1 . . •  �d4 2.  
g4 No better is 2 .  g3 �e3 3 .  �h3 

475 

Boleslavsky - Saigin 
URS, 1 952 

= 
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lt>d2 4 lt>g4 c2 5 .  Ilc2lt>c2 6 .  lt>f4 
Iid 1 !-+J 2 . . .  Ilea 3. �g2 [3 . g5  
lt>d3!  4. g6  Ile6 5 .  Iid8 lt>e2 6 .  
ilea lt>d2 7 .  Iid8 lt>c 1  8 .  Ilg8 c2 
9 .  g7 Ile7! fol lowed by 1 0  . . .  Ild7 
-+] 3 . . .  �3 4. �2 �d2 5. g5 
l:id31 [5 . . .  lle5? 6 .  Iid8=] 6. g6 
lid6-+ 7. g7 l:if6 8. �g2 l:ig6 
White resigned.  

65  

475. A simple draw could have been 
obtained by 1 .  Ilb71 There could follow: 
1 ... li122. lih7�3.o41if40ttlerWse 
Wlite plays4. �4.c5� 5. c6 g2 
6. Ilg7 l:if6 7. c7 l:id6 8. �c4 l:ic6 
9. �d3 Ilc7 1 0. l:lc7 g 1• 1 1 .  
lif7= I n  the game White preferred 
1 .  Ii b8 and achieved the draw with 
g reat d ifficulties. 

10.4 ROOK AND TWO PAWNS AGAINST 
ROOK AND PAWN 

10.41 Pawns on one wing 

As a rule, these ending are drawn, but the weaker side should know the 
main defensive methods. Let us examine several examples. 

Shamkovich - Ginzburg 
USA, 1 976 

476 = 

476. The position is drawn . 1 . . .  f6? 
Correct is: 1 . . .  llc5! 2. f5 (there is 
nothing better) (2.  Ila7 �8! 3. �6 
ilc6) 2 . . .  Ile5 3. !la7 �8 4. lt>f6 
lle1 ! (4 . . .  Ilea 5. Iif7 lt>g8 6. llg7 
lt>h8 7. Ila7! Ilf8 8.  lt>g6 Ilg8 9. 
lt>h6 Iif8 1 0. Ila6! with the idea f6 
1 0 . . .  lt>gB 1 1 .  lt>g6+-) 5.  Iif7 (5. 
!las !lea 6. !lea lt>ea 7 .  lt>g7 
lt>e7=) 5 . . .  lt>g8 6. Ilg7 �8 7. llg2 
(or 7. !la7 lt>gB 8 .  IlaB lt>h7, and 
Black easi ly draws with his king 
5 .  

Khasin - Ljublinsky 
Moscow, 1 949 

477 .A = 

on the short side) 7 . . .  I! a 1 = 2. �g6 
Now Black's posit ion is hopeless . 
The game continued : 2 . . .  fe 3. f5 
lib6 4. �g7 l:ib1  [ 4 . . .  e4 5 .  
Iia4! +-] 5 .  f6 �e6 6 .  l:ie8? White 
could have won by 6. lla6 lt>f5 7. f7 
Ilb8 8 .  !lf6 ! lt>g4 9 .  He6 lt>f4 1 0 . 
!lea Il b7 1 1 . lt>f6 Iif7 1 2 . lt>f7 e4 
1 3 . lt>e6 e3 1 4. lt>d5 lt>f3 1 5 . lt>d4 
e2 1 6 . lt>d3+- 6 . . .  �5 7. f7 l:ib7? 
[7 . . .  Ilg 1  8. lt>fB Ii h 1  ! =] 8. �g8 
lif7 9. � e4 1 0. l:le71 �4 1 1 .  



66 ROOK ENDINGS 

'i!ie6 e3 1 2. 'i!idS 'i!if3 1 3. 'i!id4 'i!ig4 !lb4 27. 'i!if3 llb2 28. lla1 
Black resigned . h3 29. llc1 !lb3 30. 'i!it2 llbB 31 . 

The drawing tendencies are g reat !lc7 !Ita 32. 'i!ie2 Draw. 
in endings of this type. The assessment does not change 

477. White's posit ion seems if one of the stronger side's pawns 
hopeless due to h is badly p laced is passed . 
p ieces , however appearances can Smyslov _ Keres 
be deceptive : White maintains the Moscow, 1 949 
balance . 1 . . .  llc2 2. llh3 lla2 3. 
llhS !la4 [3 . . .  <i!tf3 4. !lg5 f4 5 .  
llf5=] 4.  'i!ig2 !lb4 S. 'i!ig1 ?  A draw 
could have been obtained by 5 .  
!ih3 ll b2 6 .  <i!tg 1 .  S . . .  'i!if3 6 .  llgS 
!lg4 White resig ned . 

Even i n  this d ifficult position for 
White he defends successful ly. 

Panchenko - Germanavicius 
Katowice, 1 99 1  

478 A 
478. 1 . . .  !le4 2. 'i!id3 [2 .  <i!tf3? 

ll h4 3. !1g 1  <i!tf6-+] 2 . . .  llh4 3. 
llg1 !lg4 [3 . . .  <i!tf6 4.  !lf1  <i!te6 5 .  
llg1  <i!tf7 6 .  !lf1  <i!tg8 7.  !lf5=] 4. 
llh1  'i!if4 s. llt1 'i!ig3 6. �e3 'i!ig2 
7. llt2 'i!ih3 8. llt1 'ifih2 9. lla1 
llgS 1 o. lla2 �g3 1 1 .  !I a 1 1  lies 
1 2. 'i!id4 llhS Black is unable to 
improve his position . 1 3. llg1 'i!if3 
14. !lg7 !lgS 1 S. llf7 �g3 1 6. 
'i!ie3 hS 1 7. !lt3 �g2 1 8. llt2 'i!?g1 
1 9. <it>f41 llgB 20. lla2 h4 21 . 'i!if3 
!lg3 22. 'i!if4 llg2 23. !la 1 �h2 
24. 'i!if3 llb2 2S. llc1 !lb3 26. 

479 A 
479. 1 . . .  llc2 2. 'i!if31 Weak is 2 .  

<i!tg 1  <i!th4 3 .  Il b3 Ile2 fol lowed by 
!le3-+ 2 . . .  !lc3 [2 . . .  !lh2 3 .  !l h8 
<i!tg6 4. !lg8 <i!tf6 5 .  !lh8=] 3. 'i!ig2 
!lg3 4. 'ifih2 !le3 s. 'i!ig2 'i!ig6 6. 
!Ita lle2 7. 'i!if3 llh2 a. llhB 'i!ig7 
9. llhS 'i!if6 1 0. llhB llh 1 1 1 .  'i!ig2 
!ld1 1 2. !Ita 'i!ig7 1 3. !Its lld2 
1 4. 'i!it3 lld3 1 S. 'i!ig2 'i!ig6 Draw. 

480 A 
480. Theoretical end ing .  1 . . .  e3 

The only way to play for a wi n .  2. g41 
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Bad is 2 .  Ilea e2 3 .  lle3 �f6 4.  
Ilea llb2 5 .  lle3 (5 .  �h4 e 1 �  6.  
Ii e 1  ll h2  mate ) 5 . . .  f4! 6 .  gf 
ilb3-+ 2 . . .  fg [2 . . .  f4 3 .  llf5] 3. 
�g3 lle2 4. lle81 But not 4. ll ga? 
�f5 5 .  llg4 llg2 6. �g2 �g4 7 .  
�g 1 �g3-+ 4 . . .  lle1 5. lle5 <i!m) 
6. Jle8 c!>f5 7. Jle7 Draw. 

Nevertheless , sometimes i n  end­
ings of this type the stronger side 
succeeds thanks to piece activity. 

Here are two h igh ly instructive 
examples.  

Cheron 
1 955 

481 • +-
4a1 . 1 . . .  llb6 ( 2 .  �e6 was 
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threatened ) 2. e61 �dB [or 2 . . .  
llba 3 .  d6 !  ed 4 .  �f6 fol lowed by 
5 .  llh7+-; 2 . . .  �fa 3 .  �g6 ll ba 4.  
d6+-] 3. naa �c7 4. nee �d6 5. 
lidS �c5 6. �g6 llb1 7. c!>f7 llb7 
8. lld7, and White wins .  

Bauer - Polasek 
Luxembourg, 1 986 

482 /::;. 

482. 1 .  g6 Bad is 1 .  f6? due to 1 . . .  
Ila7!= 1 .. . 'i!i>r6 2 .  ll18 <i!te5 3 .  151  [3. 
Iif7 lla1 = 4. llg7?? �4-+; 3. �g5 
lla1 4. Ilea �d6 5. Ile4 Ilg1  6. Ilg4 
I111 1. Il.t4 Ilg1 =J 3 . . .  ll16 4. nrn 
Ci!te6 [4 . . .  Iif5 5. �4 Il.f6 6. �g5+-] 5. 
llg7 llf1 6. &7, and White wins. 

10.42 Two connected pawns against passed pawn 
on the other wing 

1 ) .  Drawi ng  chances exist on ly if the  defend er·s pawn i s  
advanced far and  the  opponent"s p ieces are p laced badly. 

483. 1 . . .  �g71 The white ki ng is 
cut off on the back rank, which g ives 
Black an opportunity to draw. But 
not 1 . . .  �f6 2 .  h5 fol lowed by 3. g5. 
2. llb6 �h7 3. h5 [3 . �f 1 Ii h2] 
3 . . .  llc21 4. llb3 llc4 5. llg3 �h6 
6. 'i!?g2 �g5 , and Black obtains a 
theoretical ly drawn position .  

White manages to draw by ex­
ploit ing the passive position of the 
opponent's rook. 

484. 1 .  llh7! e3 2. llh3 �e4 3. 
llh7 lidS [3 . . .  Il.f8 4.  �f 1 =] 4. 
gh4! Bad is 4. ll c7? f3-+;  4 .  
Ilh6? ll g8 5 .  �f 1 f3 6 .  lle6 �d4 
7 .  Ild6 �e5 8. !i b6 il b8-+ 4 . . .  
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483 

Rudakovsky - Tolush 
Moscow, 1 945 

Matanovic - Velimirovic 
Skopje, 1 976 

= 

484 fj. = 

Ilg8 5. �1 cSd3 6. Ilh7 cSe4 [6 . . .  
f3 7 .  il d7=] 7. Ilg7 Ilh8 8 .  Ilh71 
Ilb8 9.  cSe1 Black is  u nable to 
bring his rook i nto play. Draw. 

485. Theoretical end ing , If it is 
White to move , he wins easi ly. 1 .  
cSh5 a2 2 .  g4 cSh7 [2 . . .  �f6 3 .  g5 
�e6 4. �g6! +-] 3. g5 cSg7 4. Ila7 
�8 5. g6 Also winn ing  is 5. �g6 
H h 1  6. Ha2 Hh4 7 .  HaS+- 5 . . .  
cSg8 6. cSh6, and White wins .  

If it is Black to move , White is 
unable to win .  

486. 1 •. . a21 2. Ila7 �6 3. h5 cSh6 
4. IlaB �7. and White is unable to 
go ahead without losing the g3-pawn . 

485 

Fine 
1 94 1  

Fine 
1 94 1  

486 • 

ROOK ENDINGS 

+-

One may conclude that if, with 
Black's rook at a 1 and pawn at a2, 
White succeeds in advancing his 
pawns to the 4th rank, then he wins; 
otherwise Black draws. 

487. This example is an exception 
to the ru le .  1 .  g5 cSg7 2. �h5 Ilh1 
3. Ila7 �8 4. Ila2 Ilh3 5. c!>g6 
Ilg3 6. Ila8 c!>e7 7. Ilg81 fol lowed 
by 8. �h7 +-

488. Theoretical end ing .  Wh ite's 
plan is s imple :  to advance his king 
and h-pawn , leaving the g-pawn in 
its place. 1 .  h4 cSg6 2. cSg4 " 3. 
Ila6 � 4. �g5+-, and the rest is 
clear. 
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487 +-

488 6. +-
489. 1 . . .  lla2? I t  was shown 

above, a d raw was obtainable by 
1 . . .  a2! 2. h5 �f6 3. �h4 (3 .  g4? 
Hc5! 4. Ha2 �g5 with a draw) 3 . . .  
llh2 4 .  �g4 Il b2 5 .  Ha6 �g7 6 .  
�g5 !I b5 7 .  �h4 llb2 8 .  g4 �f7! 
9 .  h6 (or 9 .  Ha7 �f6 1 0 . g5  �f5 
1 1 .  h6 llh2 1 2 . �g3 ll h 1  1 3 . H a2 
�g5=) 9 . . .  Il b6 ! Sometimes it is 
better for the defender to have his 
rook to the side of h is pawn . 2. Ci!?g4 
lla1 3. lla6 rBf7 4. Ci!?g5 a2 5. g41 
The pawns have reached the 4th 
rank,  which secures a win .  5 • • •  Ci!?e7 

Tarrasch - Chigorin 
St. Peterburg, 1 993 

489 .A 

Kholmov - Pogats 
Pees, 1 964 

490 6. = 
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6. lla7 Ci!?e8 7. h5 Ci!?f8 8. h6 llb 1 9 .  
lla2 Black resigned . 

Variation from the game. Here too, 
the rook's positioning to the side of 
his pawn al lows Black to draw. 

490. 1 .  Ci!?f6 lla2 2. Ci!?g5 llb2 3. 
llh3 [or 3. f6 llg2 4. �f5 Ilf2 5 .  
�e5 Ile2 6 .  <i!?d4 Hf2 7 .  f7  !If7!=] 
3 • . .  llg2 4. Ci!?h6 llf2 5. g7 llf5 6. 
Ci!?g6 h 1111 7. llh1 llf61 8. Ci!?f6 
stalemate . Draw. 

I I ) .  Defensive method : the rook supports its pawn from behind, while the 
king is placed in front of the opponent's pawns 

This defensive method is often employed in practice. The point is that 
the opponent's rook mobility is restricted. 
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Norberg - Skalin 
Sweden, 1 97 1  

491 h. = 

491 .  1 .  lic3 This is the position 
that the weaker side should strive 
for - Black is unable to real ize h is 
extra pawn . Also poss ib le  is  1 .  
!I h 1 , threaten ing 2 .  !I a 1 . 1 . . •  Ci!?f4 
I f  1 . . .  <i!i>d4, then 2 .  Ilh3 !  <i!i>cS 3 .  
!lc3 <i!i>b6 4 .  Ilh3 != ;  on 1 . . .  il h4 
there fol lows 2. ilcS a4 3. <i!i>b2! 
Il h2 4 .  <i!i>a 1  with a draw. 2. lid3 
�4 [2 . . .  Ilh4 3. !idS=] 3. lid4 
�g3 4. lie4 lih4 5. lies lib4 6. 
�a3 Ci!?f4 7. lih5 �g4 [7 . . .  Il b 1  8 .  
<i!i>a2] 8. lieS Draw. 

Makarichev - Palatnik 
URS, 1 976 

492 h. = 

492. 1 .  �c31 This is the point :  the 
king goes not to the b7-pawn , but 
to the opponent"s pawns .  1 . . .  �h4 

ROOK ENDINGS 

2. �d3 g5 3. �e3 Also possible is 
3 .  ilfS !l b7 4. <i!i>e2 g4 S.  <i!i>f2 Il b2 
6. <i!i>g 1  <i!i>g3 7. ilf 1 = 3 . . .  g4 [3 . . .  f4 
4. <i!i>f3=] 4. Ci!?f4 g3 5. lib6 �h3 6. 
lih6 �g2 7. lig6 Draw. 

Zhezos - Vadasz 
Rimavska Sobota, 1 974 

493 h. 

Dreev - Ehlvest 
Tallinn, 1 986 

494 A 

= 

493. 1 .  lid1 1  The only move - the 
rook should be placed beh ind the 
pawn . White loses after 1 .  <i!i>bS? fS 
2. a4 f4 3. aS f3 4. i!d3 !leS! S .  
<i!i>b6 f2-+ 1 . . .  g5 2. lia1 lia4 [or 
2 . . .  g4 3. a4 g3 4.  aS fS (4 . . .  g2 s. 
llg 1  !la4 6 .  llg2 !las 7. <i!i>d4 
!les 8. !lg4 <i!i>e6 9. ile4=) s. a6 f4 
6 .  a7 lle8 7. ilf 1 =] 3. �bS lia8 4. 
a4 �g6 5. a5 g4 6. a6 �g5 7. �c41 
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But not 7 .  <i!tc6? f5 a .  <i!tb7 Ila6 9 .  
Ila6 g3 1 0 .  Ilaa f4 with the idea 
f3-+ 7 • • •  <Sf4 8. Ilf1 ! <i!ig5 9. I!a1 
g3 1 0. <i!id3 <i!ig4 [ 1 0 . . .  f5 1 1 .  <i!te3 
<i!tg4 1 2 . :Ha4! <i!th3 1 3 . a7 f4 1 4. 
<i!tf3 != ;  1 0  . . .  g2 1 1 .  Ilg 1 <i!tf4 1 2 . 
Ilg2 Ila6 1 3 . Ht2 ! <i!tg3 1 4. Ilt1 ! 
Ile6 1 5 . <i!td2 <i!tg4 1 6 . !lg 1 =] 1 1 .  
<ifie2 fS 1 2. a7 f4 13. I!a4 <i!ih3 14. 
<Stal g2 1 S. I!a6 Draw. 

I n  this game B lack committed a 
typical error and lost. 

7 1  

494. 1 • • •  CitieS? After 1 . . .  <i!tc5!  2 .  
b 4  (or  2 .  Ilc4 <i!td5 3 .  <i!te3 g4 4. 
<i!tf2 Il ba 5 .  Ilc3 <i!td4 6 .  Ilg3  (or  
6 .  He3) 6 . . .  <i!tc5) 2 . . .  <i!tb6= B lack 
cou ld have saved the game.  2. b4 
ems? It was not too late to get 
back on the way to vi rtue - 2 . . .  
<i!td5= 3 .  Ilg1 g4? [ 3  . . .  <i!te6 ! ]  4. 
<i!ic4 g3 s. <i!idSI I!d8 6. Cities Ilea 
7. <i!ib7 Ilg8 8. aS Ilg7 9 .  <i!ib6 
Cities 1 0. a6 Ilg6 1 1 .  CitieS Black 
resi gned .  

10.43 The stronger side's rook defends 
its pawn horizontally 

Gipslis - Inkiov 
Yunnala, 1 985 

49S !:::.. +-
49S. White's p ieces are ideal ly 

p laced : the rook p rotects both 
pawns ,  whi le the k ing approaches 
to support the passed a-pawn . 
B lack is he lp less . 1 .  <ific1 I!f2 The 
on ly opportun ity. 2. <itib1 I!d2 Also 
losing is 2 . . .  Ht4 3. Ilt4 gf 4. <i!tc2! 
<i!tg5 5 .  a5 <i!tg4 6 .  a6 f3 "7 .  <i!td2 
<i!tg3 8 .  a7 f2 9 .  <i!te2 <i!tg2 1 0 . 
aaYi'+- 3. aS I!d6 4. <ifie2 Black 
resigned . 

B lack's task is s imple :  to place his 
pawns on the 5th rank and to bring 
h is king to the a-side i n  order to 

Thros - Minev 
Greece/Bulgaria, 1 973 

496 A -+ 
support the b-pawn . Wh ite is 
unable to prevent this p lan .  

496. 1 . . .  gSI But not 1 . . .  H b2 2 .  
<i!th3 b5 3 .  H b7 b4 4.  H b5 <i!tt6 5 .  
<i!tg4 with a draw. 2 .  <ifih3 [ 2 .  Ilt7 
<i!tg4-+; 2 .  Il b7 Il b2-+] 2 . . .  I!dSI 
3. Ilf7 [3. Ile7 b5 4.  Ilea Ile5-+] 
3 . . .  <i!ie4 4. Ilb7 bS s. <i!ig4 <i!id4 6. 
<St3 No better is 6 .  <i!th5 <i!tc4 7.  g4 
b4 a. Ilc7 Ilc5-+ 6 . . .  <i!ic4 7. <i!ie4 
Ilc5 8. Ild7 b4 9. Ild1 b3 1 0. Ilb1 
<i!ic3 1 1 . Ile1 <i!ib4 1 2. Ilb1 Ilc4 
1 3. ems g4 14. <i!igS <i!ic3 White 
res igned . 
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I n  endings of this type, the only 
d rawing opportun ity is to transpose 
i nto a queen ending by exchang ing 
rooks. 

Jussupow - Malaniuk 
Moscow, 1 983 

497 A = 

497. 1 . . .  !I fBI Threaten ing 2 . . .  
!lf4. 2 .  �c21 �g31 Bad i s  the 
immediate 2 . . .  !lf4 due to 3 .  llf4 gf 
4.  g5 Ci&e3 5. Ci&d 1  ! +- 3. a4 llf4? A 
draw could have been obtained by 
pre l im i nary checks :  3 . . .  llf2 !  4 .  
Ci&c3 !lf3 5 .  Ci&b2 (or  5 .  Ci&d2 !lf2 6 .  
Ci&d 1  !la2 7.  Ci&c 1  llf2=) 5 . . .  !lf4 6 .  
llf4 g f  7 .  g5 f3 8 .  g6  f2  9 .  g7 f 1 '\Yf 
1 0 .  g8'\Yf Ci&h4= 4. llf4 gf 5. g5 f3 6. 
g6 f2 7. g7 f1'1r 8. g8'1r �h4 [8 . . .  
Ci&h3 9 .  '\Yfh7 Ci&g4 1 0 .  '\Yfd7 Ci&h4 
1 1 . '\Yfd8+-; 8 . . .  Ci&h2 9. '\Yfh7 c;&g 1 
1 0 . '\Yfg6 Ci&h 1 1 1 .  '\Yfh6 Ci&g2 1 2 . 
�d2+-] 9. 'lrdBI Black resig ned . 

Earl ier the idea of the rook ex­
change was employed i n  the fol ­
lowing game . 

49B. 1 . . .  !lc71 Black's task is to 
transfer h is rook to b4. 2. �g6 
!lb71 3. h4 !lb4 4. �g5 [4. !l b4 ab 
5. a5 Ci&c4 6. a6 b3 7 .  a7 b2 8. a8� 
b 1 '\Yf=] 4 . . .  �a41 5. h5 �a31 6. h6 

ROOK ENDINGS 

!lbB 7. h7 a4 B. !lh4 llhB 9. �g6 
�b3 1 0. �g7 !lh7 1 1 .  �h7 a3 
Draw. 

Marshall - Capablanca 
New York, 1 909 

498 
Panchenko - Ratkovich 

Minsk, 1 994 

= 

499 b.. = 

499.  I n  th is  posit ion  Wh ite is 
unable to uti l ize h is  advantage due 
to the extremely active black king .  
1 .  �d3 �31 2 .  !lc4 !laB 3 .  !lb4 
!la7 4 .  !ld4 !laB 5. !lc4 !la7 6 .  
�c3 �e31 7. �b4 �d31 Black 
defends' precisely. B. �b5 I f  8 .  
llc5, then 8 . . .  Ci&e4= B . . .  !laB 9. 
!lc1 �e31 1 0. llf1 �e2 1 1 .  !la1 
�e3 1 2. �b6 �4 1 3. �b7 Draw. 

If the defender's king is placed in front of the passed pawn, then the 
stronger side changes his plan: he diverts the opponen t's pieces from his 
passed pawn by attacking the opponent 's pawn on the opposite wing. 



ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST ROOK AND PAWN 

Damjanovic - Huettemann 
Dortmund, 1 974 

500 !:::.. +-
500. White's plan is to exchange his 

b4-pawn for the black hS-pawn . 1 .  
nd4 'i!tcs [or 1 . . .  \&a4 2 .  \&f4 !IbS 3 .  
ild 1 ! \&b3 (3 . . .  !Ib4 4 .  \&gS labS S. 
\&g6 with the idea !Ig 1 -gS+-) 4. !Ig 1  
\&c3 S .  !IgS !Ib4 6 .  \&g3 !Ib1  7. 
!IhS+-] 2. �4 nbS 3. c!>e4 «i!ib6 4. 
Ilo4 «i!ib7 5. �4 «i!ib6 6. «i!ifJI White 
gives h is opponent the move by 
maneuvering with his king in the trian-
gle f3-e4-f4. 6 . . .  nts 7. c!>e4 nbS e. 
�41 nds [8 . . .  \&b7 9. !Ics !Ib4 1 0. 
\&gS+-1 9. ncat nd4 10. «i!igs «i!ib7 
1 1 .  ncS nb4 12. «ilih5+- «i!ib6 13. 
nc3 nb1 14. «i!ih6 nh1 15. h5 nh2 
16. «i!ig6 ng2 17. «i!if6 nh2 1 e. «i!ig5 
nh1 19. h6 Black resigned .  

In some favorable moment Back has 
to exchange his b5-pawn for the white 
g4-pawn. 

Rigan - Yandemirov 
Budapest, 1 993 

501 • -+ 
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501 . 1 . . .  «i!ig71 Weak is the imme-
d iate 1 . . .  !Ic4? 2 .  !I bS !Ig4 3 .  
'i!?c3 \&g6 4 .  'i!?d3 !If4 S .  \&e3 \&hS 
(or s . . .  !Ita 6 .  ilb 1 ! g4 7.  'i!?e2 !J. 
!If 1 =)  6 .  !Ib 1  'i!?g4 7. !Ig 1  'i!?fS 8 .  
!Ig2= 2 .  �b2 Also losing is 2 .  \&b4 
!Ic4 3 .  <ittbS !lg4 4. <ittcs !lh4! The 
only winn ing  move . S. <ittdS !I h6 6 .  
!I b 1  'i!?g6 7 .  'i!?e4 !I h3!  8 .  !Ig 1  
\&hS-+ 2. . .  nc4 3. nbs Ci!?fsl 4. 
«i!ib3 [4. !Its <ittg6 s. !It 1  Ilg4 6 .  
'i!?c3 !Ig2 !  7.  <ittd3 'i!?hS 8 .  'i!?e3 
<ittg4-+] 4. . .  ng4 5. «i!ic3 ne4 6. 
«i!id3 nee 7. «i!id2 [7. il b2 <ittfS-+ ; 
7. il b 1  g4 8 .  !IbS g3 9 .  <ittd2 !Ie4 
1 0 . !I b3 !Ig4 1 1 .  !Ib 1  g2 1 2 . !Ig 1  
'i!?gS 1 3 . 'i!?e2 <itth4 1 4 . <ittf2 
'i!?h3-+] 7 . . .  �g6 e. nb1 nest 
[8 . . .  g4? 9. !Ie 1 =] 9. llg1 �h5 
White resigned . 

10.44 The defender attacks an opponent's pawn and 
thus ties the opponent's pieces 

502. In th is example Wh ite is t ied 
to the defense of the b3-pawn and 
is unable to improve h is position . 
1 . . .  «i!ia31 2. «i!id2 b4= 3. «i!ic2 nee 
4. �d2 [4. <ittd3? lac3-+] 4 . . .  nhe 
5. «i!id1 «ilib2 6. «ilie2 «ilia2 Draw. 

503. 1 . . .  llael Accu racy is de­
manded . Bad is 1 . . .  g3? 2 .  b7 Ilf8 
3. !I b2! , and Wh ite wins.  2. �b5 g3 
3. b7 ntel 4. nc2 nf2 5. nc4 Or 
S .  bB'tl¥ !Ic2 6 .  'tl!Va8 !If2 fol lowed 
by 'i!?g 1 -h2= 5 . . .  nte 6. nee nf2 
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7. b81r llb2 8. �c4 llb8 9. llb8 
�g2 with a draw. 

Levy - Peev 
Sienfuegos, 1 973 

502 A 

Mednis - Dukic 
1 977 

503 A 

= 

= 

504 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Yakovich - Itkis 
URS, 1 985 

= 

504. B lack is on  the verge of 
defeat , but by exact p lay he  mai n ­
tai ns  t h e  balance.  1 . . .  e21 2 .  �e2 
�e4 Bad is 2 . . .  �e5? 3 .  �f3 �f5 
4. Il a5+- 3. lla5 �f4 4. �2 
�g4 5. �e3 �h4 6. �d4 �g4 7. 
�e4 �h41 B lack l oses after both 
7 . . .  Ilea? a. �d5 Ilaa 9. �e6 +-; 
and 7 . . .  �h5? a. �f4 �h4 (a  . . .  
ilfa 9 .  �g3 Ilaa 1 o. �h3! +-) 9 .  
Il a 1  ilfa 1 0 . �e5 Ilaa  1 1 .  
�f6 +- 8. �f4 llfB I  9 .  �e4 [9 .  
�e5?? ilf5-+] 9 . . .  lla8 1 0. �d4 
�g4 1 1 .  �c5 �g5 1 2. �b6 �4 
1 3. lla4 �3 1 4. lla3 �4 1 5. 
�b7 lla7 1 6. lla7 g5 Draw. 

1 0.45 Two isolated passed pawns against one 

Positions of  th is  type occur often 
i n  practice. 

505. I f  the defender manages to 
advance h is pawn to the 7th (2nd)  
rank  and to defend it by h is rook 
from the side, with his king being 
placed i n  front of the opponent's 
pawns ,  then the game usual ly ends 
i n  a d raw. 1 .  llg7 1n  this posit ion the 
draw is s imple .  1 . . .  g4 [1 . . .  Il b 1  

2 .  �e2 g 4  3 .  �e3=] 2 .  llf7 e5 3. 
lle7 �4 [3 . . .  e4 4.  ilf7 != ,  but not 
4.  Ile4 Il b7-+] 4. llf7 �e3 5. 
lle7 e4 6. llf7 llb1 Otherwise 
B lack is unable to improve h is posi­
tion . 7. �g2 �e2 8. lle7 e3 9. 
lld7 �e1 1 0. lle7 e2 1 1 .  lld7 g3 
1 2. �g1 The p layers ag reed a 
draw. Also possib le was 1 2 . �g3 
�f1 1 3 . ilf7 <i!tg 1 1 4. Ile7 il b3 

' 



ROOK AND PAWN AGAINST ROOK AND PAWN 

Rivas - Suba 
Buenos Aires, 1 978 

505 � = 

1 5 . lt>h4 lt>f2 1 6 . n f7 lt>g2 1 1 . 
llg7 lt>h2 1 8 . Ile7 llb4 1 9 . lt>g5= 

506. White has to advance h is 
pawn to g7.  1 .  g6 �d3 2. Iid71 
Losing is 2 .  llgB? d ue to 2 . . .  d4 3 .  
g7  b3  4 .  llbB !I g 1 ! 5 .  �b2 llg7 6 .  

Leonhardt - Spielmann 
San Sebastian, 1 9 1 2  

506 � = 
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ll b3 �d2 7.  ll h3 ll b7-+ 2 . . . d4 
3. g7 Iig6 Nothing is  ach ieved by 
3 . . .  llg 1  4. lt>b2 �e3 5. lle7 �d2 
6. lld7 d3 7 .  lle7 �d 1 8. lld7 d2 
9. lle7 with a draw. 4. �b2 Iig1 5. 
�b3 Draw. 

The stronger side succeeds only in two exceptional cases: 
1) the opponent's king is not placed in front of the pawns. 

2) the weaker side's pawn is not advanced far. 

Kininger - Richter �f2-+] 8 . . .  �I 9. Ii f8 �g3 10. 
Munich, 1 947 Iig8 � 1 1 .  Iif8 �e4 1 2. Iig8 e2 

507 -+ 
507. White's king is far away from 

the black pawns ,  and noth ing can 
prevent thei r  advance . 1 . . .  g2 2. 
Iig5 �3 3. Iig8 e4 4. Iif8 �e2 5. 
Iig8 �. and White resigned i n  
view of  the fol lowing l i ne :  6. Iif8 
�g1 7. Ilea e3! 8. �c7 [8 . lle3 

-+ 
Karastoichev - Minev 

1 959 

508 ... -+ 
508. White is u nable to advance 

his pawn to h7, and so he loses . 1 . . .  
Iih21 2. �c1 [2 .  Ilea �d3 (b3)-+] 
2 . . .  �c3 3. Ilea �b3 4. Iiha d3 
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Black's plan is s imple :  to check the 
white king by playing d2, and , in 
response to �d 1 ,  to advance the 
other pawn to b2.  5. h4 d2 6. Cjfjld1 
Cjfjlb2 7. h5 b3 8. h6 Cjfjlb1 9. Ilb8 [9 .  
h7 b2-+; 9 .  il h7 b2 1 0 . !l h8 �a2 
1 1 . !las �b3 1 2 . !l b8 �c3 1 3 . 
!lea �d3 1 4. ild8 �e4 1 5 . �c2 
!l h 1 -+] 9 . . .  b2 1 0. h7 Ilh7 1 1 .  
Cjfjld2 Ila7 1 2. Cjfjlc3 Cjfjlc1 1 3. Ilh8 
Ilc7 White resigned . 

Spielmann - Landau 
Netherlands, 1 936 

509 D. = 

509. 1 .  Ilb6!? As we have al­
ready see n ,  an  easy d raw was 
obtainable by 1 .  h7 !l h4 2. lla7 
il h2 3 .  �d 1 �d3 4. �c 1 d4 5 .  
!l b7 b 4  6 .  !lc7 b3  7. �b1 , and the 
rest is clear. I nstead , Wh ite decided 
to keep h is rook in  front of h is own 
pawn . This also al lows to mainta in 

• the balance , but demands exact 
play. 1 . . .  Cjfjlc5 2. Ilb8 Ilh4 3. Ilh8 
Cjfjld4 4. h7 Ilh2 5. Cjfjld1 Cjfjld3 6. 
c!>c1 d4 7. <it>b1 b4 8. <it>a1 ! The 
only move . If 8 .  �c 1 , then 8 . . .  !lc2 
with the idea !lc7-+ 8 . . .  <it>d2 9. 
Cjfjlb21 Losing is 9 .  !ld8? !l h7 1 0 . 
!l.d4 �c3 ! 1 1 .  !ld 1 �c2-+ 9 . . .  d3 
1 0. <it>b3 Ilh4 1 1 .  Cjfjla41 But not 1 1 .  
�b2? !l h3!  1 2 . <i!tb3 �d 1 1 3 . �b4 
d2 ,  and Black wins as in  the study 

ROOK ENDINGS 

by Keres (see above ) .  1 1  . . .  c!>d1 
1 2. Ild8 Ilh7 1 3. Ild3 <it>c2 14. 
Ilg3 Draw. 

51 0 

Tukmakov - Smejkal 
Leningrad, 1 973 

= 

Here Wh ite has addit ional d raw­
ing chances connected with the f­
and h-pawns;  under some favor­
able c i rcumstances he can activate 
his rook by sacrific ing the a7-pawn . 

51 0. 1 . . .  Ila1 1 Bad is 1 . . .  !la4? 2 .  
�h3 �f 1 3 .  !ItS= 2. <i>h3 Ila4 3 .  
Cjfjlh2? The  s im plest way to  a 
draw was: 3 .  H b8 !la7 4. il b2 
�e 1 5. !I b 1  �e2 6. !l b2 �d 1 7. 
!lt2!  ilt7 a .  �g4 h3 9. Ht3 h2 1 0 . 
!lh3= 3 . . .  Ila31 4. <i>h1 ?  The d raw 
was achieved by 4. �h3!  �f 1 5 .  
!l b8 f2  6 .  �h2 !  !la7 (6  . . .  �e2 7 .  
!le8) 7.  !l b 1  �e2 8 .  !l b2= 4 . . .  
Ila21 5. <i>h2 c!>t'1 6. <i>h1 ?  A dec i ­
sive mistake . The d raw was sti l l  
possib le :  6 .  �h3  f2  7 .  !l b8 !la7 8 .  
Ii b 1  �e2 9 .  Iib2  �e3 1 0 . llb3 
�d4 1 1 . �g2= 6 . . .  f2 7. <i>h2 h31 
[7 . . .  !l.a3? 8. H b8 ! lla7 9. il b 1  
�e2 1 0 . !l b2 �e3 1 1 . ll b3 �e4 
1 2 . !l b4 �d3 1 3 . !lb3 �c4 1 4. 
!lt3 ila2 1 5 . �g2=] 8. Cjfjlh1 [8 .  
�h3 �g 1 9 .  !lga �h 1 1 0 . !Ita 
!la3-+] 8 . . . Ila6 9. <it>h2 Ila1 1 0. 
Ilb8 Ila7 1 1 .  Ilb1 c!>e2 1 2. Ilb2 
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�e3 1 3. lib3 �e4 14. lib4 �e5 
1 5. lib5 �e6 1 6. lib6 �e7 1 7. 
lib1 lia31 1 8. lib7 �e6 The king  
returns to  the f2-pawn . 1 9. lib6 
�e5 20. lib5 �e4 21 . lib4 c!>f3 
White resigned . 

Pctrosian T. - Karpov 
Moscow, 1 976 

51 1 � = 

51 1 .  1 . . .  lic1 The on ly move . 1 . . .  
ila2 2 .  Hc3 Ha6 3 .  �g5+- 2. h4 
lic21 [2 . . .  c2? 3 .  h5+-] 3. h5 

77 

lic1 4. c!>f7 lic2 5. f6 lic1 6. �e7 
c2 7. c!>f7 �h6 8. lieS Noth ing is 
ach ieved by 8 .  H h8 in view of 8 . . .  
�g5 9 .  llg8 �h5 1 0 . Hg2 �h4 
1 1 . �g7 �h3!  1 2 . f7 �g2 1 3 . f8'i¥ 
ll g 1 !-+ 8 . . .  �h7 Also possible is 
8 . .  : Ha 1  9 .  Hc2 lla7 1 0 . �e8 
lla8 1 1 . �d7 �h5= 9. lieS �h6 
1 o. c!>f8 �h7 1 1 .  lic7 �h81 The 
only saving move . I f  1 1  . . . �h6 , 
then 1 2 . f7 �h7 1 3 . h6 �h6 1 4. 
�g8 ! +- 1 2. f7 lia1 1 [ 1 2  . . .  �h7 1 3 . 
h6+-] 1 3. lic2 A beautifu l draw 
resu lts from 1 3 . �e7 He 1  1 4. �f6 
ilf 1  1 5 . �g6 Hg 1  1 6 . �h6 c 1 'i¥! 
1 7. llc 1  !l g6 !  1 3  . . .  lia8 14. �e7 
lia7 1 5. � lia6 1 6. �g5 liaS 
1 7. �g4 lia4 1 8. �g3 lia3 1 9. 
�g2 �g7 20. lit2 c!>f8 21 . lits 
lia61 Of course, not 2 1 . . .  Ha7 22.  
h6 Hf7 23 . h7+- 22. �g3 lih6 23. 
�g4 lih7 Draw. 

10.5 ROOK ENDINGS WITH SEVERAL PAWNS 

Typical positions exist even in endings with a larger number of pawns. 
Let us examine some of them. 

10.51 Three pawns against two 

Such endings are usually drawn. 

51 2 

51 2. Although the black king is 
cut off on the back rank ,  Wh ite is 
unable to wi n ,  for example :  1 .  lidS 
lib71 2. lid8 [2. �f5 �f7] 2 . . .  � 
3. �d5 lia7 4. �d6 lib7 Also suf­
ficient is 4 . . .  Ha6 5. �c5 lla4= 5. 
lid7 lid7 6. Ci#;d7 f5 7. gf �= 

The doubled f-pawns do not g ive 
Black any trouble;  on the contrary, 
they help h im to hold his ground . 
The white passed h-pawn is not too 
dangerous .  
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Suetin - Kholmov 
Kiev, 1 954 

51 3 !:::.. 
513. 1 .  h4 Ilb2 2. Ilc5 Ila2 3. 

�h3 Ilb2 4. g4 Otherwise White is 
unable to improve his position .  4 . . .  
Ilb4 5. h5 Ila4 6. �g3 Ilb4 7 .  �2 
Ila4 a. �ea Ilb4 9. Ild5 Ila4 1 0. 
Ild4 Ila5 1 1 .  f4 Ilb5 1 2. �e4 f5 
Black transposes into a theoretical ­
ly drawn end ing .  Also possible is 
1 2  . . .  Has 1 3 . !Ids lla6 1 4. <i!?ts 
Il b6 1 S . gS fg 1 6 . fg Ilb8 with a 
d raw. 1 3. gf �h6 14. Ild7 �h5 1 5. 
Ilf7 �h6 1 6. Ild7 Ila5 1 7. Ild5 
Ila6 1 a. Cifie5 �g7 1 9. Ild7 �a 
20. Ild6 Ila7 [20 . . .  Ila4=] 21 . "  
Ilf7 22. �g5 Ilg7 23. Ilg6 Ila7 
24. Ilf6 �g7 25. Ile6 �a 26. Ilf6 
�g7 27. Ilb6 Ilc7 2a. Ilba Ila7 
29. Ilea � 30. Ilha �g7 31 . 
Ilh6 �a 32. f6 Ila1 33. Ilha � 
34. Ilh7 �a 35. �5 Ilb1 36. 
Ild7 Ila1 37. f7 Ila6 3a. �g5 
Ilg61 Draw. 

514. 1 . . .  Ilea Black's task is to 
prevent White from advancing the 
pawns by g4 and fS . 2. �h4 �a 
[2 . . .  fie4 3 .  <i!?gS !le3 4. g4 ll e 1  S .  
!le7 !le4 6 .  f S  fi e S !  This blow is 
the point . ]  3. Ilda [3 . <i!?gS <i!?g7] 
3 . . .  �g7 4. Ilea Ila3 5. g4 Ila4 6. 
Citg5 Ila5 7. Ile7 Ilb5 a. Ild7 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 
Evian, 1 977 

51 4 .. 
Ila5 9. Cith4 �a 1 0. Ild4 Ilb5 1 1 .  
Ile4 Ila5 1 2. Ilea White is unable 
to improve h is position . 12 . . .  Ilb5 
1 3. Citg3 Cite7 1 4. Cith4 �a 1 5. 
Ild3 Ila5 1 6. Ild7 Ilb5 17. Ila7 
Ilc5 1 a. Ila6 Cifig7 1 9. Ilaa [ 1 9 . e6 
fe 20.  ile6 !laS=] 1 9  . . .  Ilb5 20. 
Ilea Ilb4 21 . Citg5 Ilb5 22. f5 
Ile51 23. Ile5 f6 24. �4 Draw. 

Chigorin - Tarrasch 
Nuernberg, 1 896 

51 5. The position is drawn . Black 
does not have to hold the a-pawn . 
1 .  �3 Ila4 The s implest. Tarrasch 
played 1 . . .  hS and lost in the end . 2. 
h5 h61 3. Ila7 Ila5 4. g4 Ila4 5. 
Citg3 Ila2 6.  f3 Ila4 7. Ilc7 Ilb41 
a.  Ilc6 �g7 with a d raw. 
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Hodos - Polugaevsky 
URS, 1 967 

51 6 D. 
51 6. Even a passed pawn on the 

opposite wing does not help the 
stronger s ide. In this example White 
is unable to win .  He has two plans 
but neither work against Black"s 
correct defense. 

1 .  Wh ite advances the pawn to a7 
and ,  with h is rook on a8 , bri ngs the 
king to the a-side. But, as soon as 
the king comes to b6 , Black checks 
it with h is  rook Ii b2 and , i n  
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response to �c6 , returns the rook 
to a2,  with a d raw. 

2 .  Wh ite advances the  pawn 
only to a6 , in order  to hide h is  
k ing  from checks at a7 .  
Meanwh i l e  Wh ite is  movi ng  h is  
k ing  to the  a-s ide ,  B lack captu res 
one or even both white pawns on 
the K-s ide and beg i n s  advanc ing  
h is  own pawns .  I n  the end the  
game may transpose i nto a rook 
vs . pawns end ing which is  d rawn , 
because the wh ite k ing  i s  too far 
away from the black pawns .  In the 
game B lack made a m istake and 
lost . 1 .  �f3 h5 2 .  g3 g5? [Correct 
is  2 . . .  Ila 1 ! =] 3. g4 h4?1 [3 . . .  hg 
4. �g4 Il g2]  4. �e4 llf2 5. a5 
llf4 6 .  �e5 llf3 7. a6 llh3 [7 . . .  
�g7 8 .  �e6 �h7 9 .  a7 Ila3 1 0 . 
�f5 Ila5 1 1 . �f6 +-] 8 .  �f5 lla3 
9. �g5 h3 1 0. lla7 �g8 1 1 .  �g6 
�f8 1 2 . lla8 �e7 1 3 . a7 h2 1 4. 
llh8 , and Wh ite went on to wi n .  

10.52 Four pawns against three 

With four pawns against three the winning chances increase but the 
weaker side does have sufficient defensive resources. 

51 7 

Petrosian - Keres 
URS, 1 95 1  

517. 1 .  h4 1 n  case of 1 .  h 3  with the 
idea g4 hxg4 3. hxg4 the game 
wou ld  have transposed i nto a 
drawn end ing  from the game 
Polugaevsky - Korchno i ,  wh ich was 
examined above . 1 . . .  llf5 2. �g2 
lla5 3. �h3 lla4 4. lld2 �e5 5. 
llb2 'l!i>f6 6. llb5 lla2 7. �g2 lla4 
8. � lla3 The active black rook 
h inders Wh ite"s pawn advance . 9. 
'l!i>f4 lla2 1 0. f3 lle2 1 1 .  e4 lle1 
1 2. llb6 �g7 13. lla6 llb1 1 4. 
llc6 llg1 1 Keres defends very 
accurate ly. 1 5. llc2 �6 1 6. lla2 
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r&g7 1 7. lie2 <i!n6 1 8. lie3 r&g7 
1 9. eS Otherwise White is u nable to 
reinforce his position .  1 9  . . .  ct>f8 20. 
g4 [20. e6 fe 2 1 . Ile6 Wg7=] 20 . . .  
hg  21 . fg r&g7 22. r/;gS lif1 1 23. 
lie4 lif3 24. hS [24. e6?? f6 mate ; 
24. ilf4 Ile3=] 24 . . .  gh 25. gh f6! 
The s implest. 26. r&g4 lif1 27. h6 
[27. e6? f5-+] 27 . . .  r/;g61 Draw. 
27 . . .  Wh6? 28 .  e6 f5 29.  Wh3!  fe 
30.  e7 ! +-

A rook's position ing on the 3rd 
rank  also secures a draw. 

Razuvacv - Beliavsky 
URS, 1 978 

51 8 1:::.. 
51 8. 1 .  r&e4 lib3 2. ct>f4 [2 .  ild4 

ila3 3 .  !ld3 ila4 4. We3 Ha5=] 2 . . .  
lia3 3. g4 hg 4.  r&g4 [4 .  fg  !la 1  !=  
( But not 4 . . .  llh3? because of 5 .  e6! 
fe (5 . . .  Hh4 6 .  e7 .llhB 7. We5+-) 6. 
!lc7 WfB 7. Wg5 !lg3 a. Wf6 WeB 
9 .  Ilc4+-)] 4 ... lia1 5. lic7 lig1 6. 
ct>f4 lie1 1 7. lia7 lie2 8. lia1 lig2 
9. lie1 ct>f8 10. hS The last chance . 
10  . . .  gh 1 1 .  lih1 f6! 1 2. lihS [ 1 2 . e6 
Ilg5] 1 2  . . .  fe 13. lieS lia2 14. ct>fs 
Draw. It should be noted that in both 
examples the black pawns (h5 ,  g6 ,  
f7) were placed ideally for defense. 
If the stronger side prevents this, a 
draw becomes compl icated if pos­
sible at al l .  

ROOK ENDINGS 

A classic example of the real iza­
t ion of an extra pawn with the 
pawns on one wing is provided by 
the fo l lowing end ing .  

Botvinnik - Najdorf 
Moscow, 1 956 

51 9 1:::.. +-

51 9. White's plan is s imple :  to 
create a passed pawn on the e-fi le ,  
by advance of this pawn to d ivert 
the opponent's pieces from the g6-
square ,  to penetrate to g6 with the 
king . 1 .  liaS lic7 2. lidS lia7 3. 
e5 fe 4. fe r&e7 ( 4 .  lld7 +- was 
threatened ) 5. e6 lia4 [5 . . .  Ha6? 
6. il d7 WfB 7. Wg6 il e6 a .  
Wh7 +-] 6 .  gSI hg? After the more 
stubborn 6 . . .  lla7 7. lle5!  hg White 
wins by 8. Wg6 (also winn ing is 8 .  
Wg5 Ha1  9 .  Wg6)  a . . .  Wd6 (o r  a . . .  
g 4  9 .  Wg7 g 3  1 o .  h 6  g 2  1 1 . llg5 
We6 1 2 . Wg6+-) 9 .  lle1 g4 1 0 . h6 !  
gh  1 1 . �f6 g3 1 2 . e7 lle7 1 3 . !le7 
h5 1 4 . ll g 7 ! +- ( poi nted out by 
Kopayev) . 7. lid7 ct>f8 8. lif7 r/;g8 
9. r&g6 g4 1 o. h61 gh 1 1 .  e7 lia8 
1 2. lif6 Black res igned . If 1 2  . . .  
�e8 ,  then 1 3 . Ild6 .  

520. The h4-pawn severe ly 
cramps White . By exact play Black 
manages to wi n .  1 . . .  lia41 2. c!>t'2 
gS 3. lib2 No better is 3. h3? Wf4 
4. ll b2 f5 5. I!e2 e4 6. fe fe-+; or 
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Harandi - Vaganian 
Rio de Janeiro, 1 979 

8 1  

l i nes are poss ib le :  5 .  fg ( 5 .  Il b2 
�g5 6. Ile2 gf 7. �f3 !l aS ! -+)  
5 . . .  �g4 6 .  �g2 Il c4 !  7 .  Ilf2 (7 .  
�f2 �h3-+)  7 . . .  f5  8 .  Il e2 Ilc5 ! 
( zugzwa n g )  9 .  Il b2 Il c3-+] 3 . . .  
g41 4 .  fg [4. Ilc2 g f  5 .  gf  �f4-+ 
with the idea f5 , h3 fo l l owed by 
I! a 1 4. . .  �g4 5. llb6 lla2 6 .  
�g 1 f5 7. llg6 �4 8.  llh6 �e3 
9. h3 e4 1 0. llh4 f4 1 1 .  llh8 lla1 
1 2. �h2 �2 1 3. llf8 [ 1 3 . Ilea f3 
1 4 . Il e4 Il h 1  ! -+]  13 . . .  f3 1 4. h4 
llg1  1 5 . gf llg2 1 6. �h 1 e3 1 7. 

520 A -+ .Ilea llg3 1 8 . �h2 llf3 White 
3 .  g4 hg !  4. hg g4! , after wh ich two res igned .  

I f  the defender manages to prevent a creation o f  the opponent 's passed 
pawn on the e-file, then he draws. 

521 

Korchnoi - Antoshin 
URS, 1 954 

= 

521 .  1 . . .  llf31 I n  the game Black 
opted for 1 . . .  Ilg3? 2. Ilf8 ! f6 3 .  
e 5 !  Ilg4 4 .  e 6  Ilf4 5 .  �d5 Ilf5 6 .  
�d6 Il h5 7 .  e7, and Wh ite won .  2. 
�e5 [2. f5 f6=] 2 . . .  f6 3. �5 llf1 4. 
e5 (what else?) 4 . . .  fe 5. �e5 llg1 
6. �5 llg2 Draw. 

522. 1 . . .  l:lc4? An easy d raw 
cou ld have been gained by 1 . . .  h5 ! , 
preventing g4. 2. g41 Now Black's 
defense is not easy. 2 . . .  h6 3. �g3 
llc1 4. �g2 llc4 [ 4 . . .  g5 !?1 5. lld5 

6.  

Capablanca - Yates 
Hastings, 1 930 

522 A = 

lla4 6. f4 lla2 7. �g3 lle2 8. lle5 
lle1 9. � llh1 1 0. �g2 lle1 1 1 . 
h4 � [ 1 1 . . .  f6 ! ?] 1 2. h5 lle2 13. 
�3 lle1 14  . .�las �g7 1 5. hg 
�g6 Worse is 1 5  . . .  fg due to 1 6 . 
Ila7 �g8 ( 1 6  . . .  �f6 1 7. Il h7 Ilh 1  
1 8 . g5+-) 1 7 . f5 g 5  1 8 . �e4 Ilg 1  
1 9 . f6 ! ,  and Wh ite wi ns .  1 6. e4 
Stronger is the pre l im inary 1 6 . Ild5 
16 . . .  llf1 1 7. �g3 llg1 1 8. �h3 
llf1 1 9 . llf5 lle1 ? By 1 9  . . .  f6 
B lack could have saved the game, 
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for example:  20 . <itfg2 ll e 1  2 1 . eS 
{ 2 1 . <itff3 llf1  22. <itfe3 llg 1 =) 21 . . .  
fe 22.  fe {22 .  lles lles 23.  fe hS != )  
22 . . .  Ile3 23.  <itff2 lla3 24 .  llf3 
Ilas 2S. llf6 <itfg7 26. IifS lla3 !=  
20. eS lie3 21 . Cifig21 [2 1 . <itfh4? 
Iif3 22. Iif6 <itfg7 23.  gS hg 24. 
<itfgS Iif1 2S. lla6 lle1  26 . Ila7 
Ile2 27. Ile7 lle1  28 .  <itffS {28 .  fS 
I!eS != )  28 . . .  Ila1  29 . e6 Ilas 30.  
<itfe4 <itff6 ! with a draw] 21 . . .  lia3 
22. lif6 Cifig7 23. lib6? Stronger is 
23 .  I!d6 with the idea Iid7(d8) fol ­
lowed by an advance o f  the f-pawn . 
23 . . .  lie3? A mistake in  response. 
Better is 23 . . .  lla4! 24. <itff3 Ila3 
2S .  <itfe4 Ila4 26.  <itffS llc4, and 
B lack reta ins  g ood drawing 
chances . 24. lib4 [24. Ii b 1 ! wins 

ROOK ENDINGS 

q u icker. ]  24. . .  lic3 2S. Cifif2? 
lia3? [2S . . .  hS !  26 .  gS  h4J 26. 
lib7 Cifig8 27. lib81 Cifig7 28. fS 
with the idea f6 , llf8 . 28 . . .  lia2 
29. Cifie3 Simpler is 29 .  <itfg3 lla3 
30 .  <itfh4+- 29. . .  lia3 30. Cifie4 
lia4 31 . CifidS lias [3 1 . . .  llg4 32.  
f6 <itfh7 33 .  I!f8+-J 32. Cifids lias 
33. Cific7 Cifih7 [33 . . .  lla7 34. <itfb6 
with the idea f6] 34. Cifid7 lia7 3S. 
CifidS Cifig7 3S. lid81 At last the 
rook  has reached the needed 
square .  3S . . .  lias 37. fS Cifih7 38. 
lif8 lia7 39. Cifi�S CifigS 40. lig8 
Cifih7 41 . lig7 Cifih8 42. CifibS lid7 
43. Cific5 lic7 44. CifidS lia7 4S. eS 
lias 4S. Cifie7 lies 47. � lies 
48 . gSI hg 49. CifigS Black 
res igned . An instructive end ing . 

If the stronger side has a passed pawn on the opposite wing, then a 
draw is more complicated, though still possible. 

Lerner - Dorfman 
Tashkent, 1 980 

S23 � 
S23. G. Levenfish and V. Smyslov 

i n  "Theory of Rook End ings" and 
Yu .Averbakh in  Volume V of "Com­
prehensive Chess End ings" assess 
a s imi lar position as d rawn . They 
are absolutely r ight,  in a practical 
game however, the d raw is  not 

easy, and precise play is demand­
ed . Black's p lan is typical : wh i le  the 
wh ite king goes to the 0-side,  Black 
captu res one or two opponent's 
pawn on the K-side and creates his 
own passed pawn . 1 .  Cifie3 lia 1 2. 
�4 lia2 3. f3 lia1 4. a4 � s. 
lias Cifig7 s. lia7 �s 7. lia8 
Cifig7?1 Black should not re-treat 
with h is king from f6 , where it was 
closer to the white pawns .  Correct 
is 7 . . .  lla3 8 .  <itfe4 lla1  9. aS lla4 
1 0 . <itfdS lla3 1 1 .  a6 Iif3 1 2 . Iib8 
lla3 1 3 . Iib6 <itffS with a draw. 8. 
aS lia4 I t  makes good sense to 
retu rn the king to f6 : 8 . . .  <ittt6 9. a6 
lla4 1 0. <itfe3 <itffS 1 1 .  <itfd3 ( 1 1 .  a 7 
<itff6 != )  1 1  . . .  Ila3 1 2 . <itfc4 Iif3= 9. 
CifieS lia3 1 0. Cifie4 lia4 [ 1 0  . . .  
<itff6 ! ]  1 1 .  CifidS lia3 1 2. aS lif3? A 
decisive mistake . The d raw could 
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have been gained by 1 2  . . .  <it>f6 ! 1 3 . 
<it>c6 !lf3 1 4. !l b8 !la3 1 5 . !l b6 
<it>f5 1 6 . 'it>b7 $>g4 1 7. a7 !la7 1 8 . 
<it>a7 $>g3 1 9 . !l b4 f5 (or 1 9  . . .  f6 � 
20 . . .  g5=) 20.  'it>b6 f4 2 1 . <it>c5 f3 
22.  <it>d4 f2 23.  !l b 1  <it>h4 24. <it>e3 
<it>g3 25.  llf1  h4 26 .  !lf2 h3 27 . 
!lf3 $>g2 28 .  llf6 h2 29 .  !lg6 
<it>f1 = 1 3. Iib8 Iia3 14. Iib61 Now 
the black king  turns out to be cut 
off. 14 . . .  Iig3 1 5. �c6 Iia3 1 6. 
�b7 g5 Aiso losing is 1 6  . . .  f6 1 7. a7 
!la7 1 8 . <it>a7 g5 1 9 . ll b4! $>g6 20. 
'it>b6 <it>f5 2 1 . <it>c5 g4 22.  ll b 1  <it>f4 
23 . <it>d4 g3 24. !lf1  $>g4 25.  !lf6 
g2 26.  !lg6 <it>f3 27. <it>e5 ! +- 1 7. hg 
h4 1 8. a7 h3 1 9. a8'1f [ 1 9 . !la6? 
h2] 19 . . .  Iia8 20. �a8 h2 21 . Iih61 
f6 The only move. 22. Iih2 fg 23. 
Iif21 This study- l ike move decides. 
Wh ite avo ids the "shou lder­
charge", and his l<i ng  arrives i n  
t ime. 23 . . .  �g6 24. �b7 g4 25. 
�c6 �g5 26. �d5 g3 27. Iif81 
[27. !lg2? <it>f4!=]  27 . . .  �g4 28. 
�e4 Black res igned . 

Levenfish, Smyslov 
1 957 

524 A 
524. 1 .  �e2 The only chance. 

1 . . .  �g7 But not 1 . . .  !lg3? 2 .  a7 
!la3 3 .  llh8 ,  and Wh ite wins .  2. 
�d2 Iig3 3. Iib8 Iia3 4. Iib7 " 
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5. Iib6 After 5. a7 <it>e6 the activity 
of h is king secures Black a draw. 
5 . . .  �g7 6. �c2 g51 The only move 
- Black saves the game by creat ing 
a passed pawn . 7. fg f4 8. �2 
The king has to retreat . 8 . . .  f3 9. 
Iib7 �g6 1 0. a7 Iia2 1 1 .  �e1 �5 
1 2. Iif7 [ 1 2 . !lg7 !le2 1 3 . <it>f 1 
lla2=] 1 2  . . .  �g6 13. Iif3 Iia7, 
and a theoretical ly drawn ending 
has arisen .  

Unzicker - Lundin 
Amsterdam, 1 954 

525 � +-

525. I n  endings of this type a 
result often depends on the posi­
t ion of the defender's pieces and 
pawns .  After 1 .  a71 Black is unable 
to prevent a march of the oppo­
nent's k ing to h6, because he can 
move neither with the king nor the 
pawns .  1 . . .  Iia2 [ 1 . . .  !la6 2. <it>d3 
!ld6 3. <it>c4 !ld7 4. 'it>b5! !le7 5. 
<it>c6 ! +-,  and B lack ends up i n  
zugzwang . ]  2 .  �d3 Iia1 3 .  �d4 
Iia5 4. �c4 Iia3 5. �c5 Iia1 [5 . . .  
!I f3 does not save Black either be­
cause of 6. !Ita !la3 7. aB� !laa 
a . .Haa 'it>g4 9. !la3 g5 1 0 . hg fg 
1 1 .  <it>d4 h4 1 2 . gh  gh  1 3 .  <it>e3 <it>g3 
1 4. !laB+-] 6. �d6 Iia3 7. �e7 
Iia6 8. � Iia3 9. �g7 Iia1 [9 . . .  
g 5  1 0 .  h g  'it>g5 1 1 . <it>f7 <it>f5 1 2 . g4! 
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hg 1 3 . fg+-1 1 0. �h6! The king has 
reached the dest inat ion square .  
1 0  . . .  Ila6 1 1 .  Ilb8 Ila7 1 2. Ilb5 
�e6 1 3. �g6 Ilaa 14. �h5 Ilga 
1 5. g4 Ilh8 1 6. �g6 Black 
resigned . 

Spassky - Antoshin 
Sochi, 1 965 

526 D. 
526. With a kn ight's pawn the win­

n ing chances increase , because 
after having captured the defend­
er's rook, the stronger s ide needs 
one move less to return his ki ng .  1 .  
�d4! Worse is 1 .  f3 i! b3 2 .  <i!i>e4 
<i!?t6 1 . . .  Ilf2 2. Ile7 Ilb2 [2 . . .  g5 
does not work due to 3. hg !lf5 4. 
.He5 Iif3 5. !ie3 !Its 6. !i b3 !ig5 
7 .  b6+-] 3. �c4 � 4. Ile3 �5 5. 
Ilb3! Ilc2 A pawn ending is lost: 
5 . . .  !i b3 6. <i!i>b3 <i!i>e5 7 .  <i!i>b4 <i!i>d6 
8. <i!i>a5 <i!i>c7 9 .  <i!i>a6 <i!i>bB 1 0 . <i!i>b6 
f6 1 1 .  <i!i>c6 g5 1 2 . <i!i>d5 <i!i>c7 1 3 . 
<i!i>e6 <i!i>b6 1 4. <i!i>f6 gh 1 5 . gh <i!i>b5 
1 6 . <i!i>g5 <i!i>c6 1 7 . <i!i>h5 <i!i>d7 1 8 . 
<i!i>g6 <i!i>ea 1 9 . <i!i>g7+- 6. �d5 �g4 
7. b6 Ilea 8. b7 Ilb8 9. �e51 The 
on ly way. Only a draw resu lts from 
9 .  <i!i>c6 f6 1 0 . <i!i>c7 i! g8 1 1 . bBYW 
.H b8 1 2 . <i!i>b8 g5 1 3 . <i!i>c7 gh 1 4. gh  
<i!i>h4 1 5 . <i!i>d6 <i!i>g4 1 6 . <i!i>d5 h4 1 7 . 
<i!i>e4 h3 1 8 . <i!i>e3 h2 .  9 . . .  f5 [9 . . .  g5 
1 0 .  hg <i!i>g5 1 1 . llb4!  f5 1 2 . <i!i>d6 f4 

ROOK ENDINGS 

1 3 . gf <i!?t5 1 4. <i!i>c7 !i b7 1 5 . <i!i>b7 
h4 1 6 . <i!i>c6 h3 1 7. Ii b3 !  <i!i>g4 1 8 . 
Ii h3+-] 1 0. � f4 1 1 .  gf �h4 1 2. 
�g6 �g4 13 .  f5 h4 14. f6 h3 1 5. f7 
h2 1 6. Ilb1 l:lb7 [ 1 6  . . .  �g3 1 7. 
<i!i>g7+-] 1 7. Ilb7 h 11f 1 8. Ilb4 
�h3 1 9. f81f 1fg2 20. �h7 1fc2 
21 . �h8 1fc3 22. �g8 lfg3 23. 
lfg7 Black resigned .  

Hollis - Florian 

527 D. 
527. Nevertheless,  the weaker 

side retains the drawing chances . 
1 .  �1 Ilb2 2. �e1 � 3. f3 Ilb3 
4. �d2 There is noth ing better. 4 . . .  
Ilf3 5. �c2 with the idea .Hf7 fol ­
lowed by b7+- 5 . . .  Ilf5?1 Losing is 
5 . . .  !lg3? 6 . .Hc7! (6  . .Hf7? �f7 7. 
b7 !lg2! 8 .  �c3 !lg3 9. �c4 !lg4 
1 0 . <i!i>c5 .Hf4! 1 1 . bBYW Ilt5 1 2 . 
<i!i>d6 <i!i>g7 != )  6 . . .  Ilg2 7 .  �b3 !ig 1 
8 .  <i!i>b2 !l g2 9 .  nc2 !ig4 1 0 . 
!ic3+-; After 5 . . .  lle3 ! ,  however, 
B lack cou ld  have successfu l l y  
defended : 6 .  lac7 .ilea 7 .  b7  .Hb8 
8 .  <i!i>d3 <i!i>f5 ! 9 .  Iif7 (9 .  <i!i>e3 <i!i>g4 
1 0 . <i!i>f2 f6 1 1 .  Ilc4 �f5 1 2 . Il b4 
g5=) 9 . . .  �g4 1 0 . Iif4 <i!i>g3 1 1 .  
.H b4 g5 !  with a draw. 6. Ilc7 Ilb5 
7. b7 �e6 [7 . . .  �f5 8 .  �c3 ! �g4 9 . 
.Hc4 <i!i>g3 1 0 . llb4 Il b7 1 1 .  Il b7 
�h4 1 2. !If7 g5 1 3 . �d2 �g3 1 4. 
<i!i>e1 +-] 8. � f6 9. � Ilb1 10. 
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�c5 Ci!?f5 1 1 .  lld7! llc1 [ 1 1 . . .  �g4 
fai ls due to 1 2. Iid4 �g3 1 3 . Iib4 
+-] 1 2. 'i!>d6 llb1 13. �7 llc1 14. 
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c!>da llb1 15. � � 16. lld6 g5 
17. llf6 gh 1 8. gh �h4 1 9. llg6! 
�h3 20. �c71 Black res ig ned . 

10.53 Five pawns against four 

Such positions are almost always won. 

Marangunic - Simic 
Yugoslavia, 1 972 

528 l:l. 
528. 1 .  llb5 [ 1 . g4!? Ila4 2 .  f3 

deserved attention , th reaten ing 3 .  
llb5 f6 4.  g5±] 1 . . .  f6 2 .  llb7 lle1 
3. llb2 [Better is 3. �f3] 3 . . . � 
4. f4 h5? After 4 . . .  ef 5 .  gf h5 ;  or 4 . . .  
�e6 5 .  fe �e5 Black sti l l  could 
resist .  5. fe fe 6. �3 lla1 7. �e4 
lla5 8. e3! �6 9. llb6 � 1 0. h3 
llc5 1 1 .  lld6! Black resig ned . 

Variation from the game. White's 
plan is to exchange his a-pawn for 
the black e4-pawn and then to bring 
his k ing to the center (to c6 , d6,  or 
e6) in order to transpose i nto a won 
pawn end ing .  Black is unable to 
prevent th is,  h is ki ng must stay at g7 
or h7 wh i le the rook alone is power­
less to oppose the enemy ki ng .  

Kasparov - lllescas 
Linares, 1 994 

529 l:l. +-
529. 1 .  a7! �h7 2 .  f3 �g7 

Noth ing is changed by 2 . . .  ef 3 .  
�f3 3 .  fe lle3 4 .  � lla3 5 .  �e2 
�h7 6. �d2 �g7 7. �c2 �h7 8. 
�b2 lla6 9. �c3 �g7 1 0. �b4 
lla1 [ 1 0  . . .  �h7 1 1 . �b5 Ila1  1 2 . 
�c6 Ilc 1  ( 1 2  . . .  �g7 1 3 . IldB ! )  
1 3 . �d7 Ila1  1 4 . �e6 �g7 1 5 . 
.fidB Ila6 1 6 . lld6 Ila7 1 7 . Ild7 
Ild7 1 8 . �d7+- (analys is  by 
Kasparov) ]  1 1 .  �c5 llc1 [ 1 1 . . .  
Ila2 does not he lp Black i n  view of 
1 2 . �c6 Ilc2 1 3 . �d6 Ila2 1 4 . 
Ilc8 Il a7 1 5 . Il c7 Il c7 1 6 . 
�c7+-] 1 2. �d6 lla1 [ 1 2 . . .  .fi d 1  
1 3 . � e 6  ll a 1  1 4 . Il d B +-] 1 3 . 
Ilea ,  and Wh ite transposes i nto a 
won pawn end i n g .  
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1 0.6 SOME STRATEGIC IDEAS IN 
ROOK ENDINGS 

1 0.61 Where one should keep his/her rook? 

In a practical game both sides, the stronger and the weaker have to 
solve this problem. A famous rule by S. Tarrasch says: ''A rook should 
always be deployed behind a passed pawn. If it is your own pawn, the rook 
supports it, while if it is an enemy pawn, the rook hinders its advance '� 
Tarrasch 's rule is applicable in the overwhelming majority of cases. We 
have already examined positions where the defender deploys his rook 
behind an opponent 's pawn. Let us now see how the struggle evolves 
when the stronger side 's rook supports its pawn from behind. 

Alekhin - Capablanca 
Buenos Aires, 1 927 

530 D.. +-
530. 1 .  D.a41 Here the white rook 

stands better than at d5, because 
now Black's rook cannot leave a6 . 
1 . . .  «ii?f6 2. <iPf3 � 3. �e3 h5 4. 
�d3 �d5 5. �c3 �c5 6. D.a21 
Zugzwang .  6 . . .  �b5 [6 . . .  na8 7. 
a6+-; 6 . . .  ct>d5 7. ct>b4+-] 7. � 
D.d6 8. � D.e6 9. c.t>t4 �a6 10. 
�g51 The black rook alone is not 
capable of defend ing the K-s ide 
pawns. 10  . . .  D.e5 1 1 .  �h6 D.f5 12. 
f4 [ 1 2 . ct>g7 nt3 1 3 . nd2 ct>as 1 4. 
lld5 ct>b4 1 5 . nd4 with the idea 
nt4+-] 1 2  . . .  D.c5 13. naa D.c7 14. 
�7 D.d7 1 5. f5 [ 1 5 . ct>t6 llc7 1 6 . f5 

nc6 1 7. ct>f7 gf 1 8  . .fif3+-] 1 5  . • .  gf 
1 6. �h6 f4 [ 1 6  . . .  lld5 1 7. ct>g5 ncs 
1 8 . ct>t6 nds 1 9 . ct>t7 t4 2o. gt .fits 
2 1 . ct>g6 .fif4 22.  ct>h5+-] 17. gf 
D.d5 1 8. �g7 D.f5 19. D.a4 �b5 20. 
D.e41 �a6 [20 . . .  ct>as 2 1 . ne5+-] 
21 . �h6 D.a5 [2 1  . . .  ct>b 7 22 .  nes 
llf4 23 . ct>gs llt1 24. nts+-l 22. 
D.e5 D.a1 23. �h5 D.g1 24. D.g5! 
D.h1 25. D.f5 �b6 26. D.f7 � 27. 
D.e71 Black resigned . Having won 
this game , Alekhine has become a 
world champion . 

Kasparov - Karpov 
Moscow, 1 984 

531 A -+ 

531 . 1 . . .  D.a8 A sealed move . 
Although 1 . . .  i!d5 is also good , 
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beh ind  the pawn the rook looks 
better. 2. Ila5 No better is 2 .  lie6 
�b5 3. lie7 a5 4. lig7 a4 5 .  H b7 
�a5 6. H b 1  a3 7.  f4 a2 8. lia1  
�b4, and  Black wins.  2 . . .  'i!?b6 3 .  
ila2 a5 4 .  'i!?f1 a4 [4  . . .  lieS ! ?] 5. 
'i!?e2 'i!?c5 6. 'i!?d2 a3 7. 'i!?c1 'i!?d4 
Black's plan is clear: wh i le the a3-
pawn d iverts the opponent's 
pieces , the black king breaks to the 
wh ite K-s ide pawns. 8. f4 [8 .  �b 1 
Hba 9 .  �a 1 H b2 1 0 . Ha3 Hf2 1 1 . 
!la6 li f6 ! 1 2 . Ha 7 g5-+ 1 8 . . .  'i!?e4 
9. 'i!?b1 Ilb8 1 0. 'i!?a1 Ilb2 1 1 .  
Ila3 Ilh2 Now the decisive factor 
is that White's king is too far away 
from the K-side. 1 2. 'i!?b1 Ild2 1 3. 
Ila6 'i!?f5 14. Ila7 g5 1 5. Ila6 g41 
1 6. Ilh6 Ilg2 1 7. Ilh5 [ 1 7 . �c 1 
Xig3 1 8 . �d2 lif3 1 9 . �e2 �f4 
20 . Ilf6 �g3-+] 1 7  . . .  'i!?e4 1 8. f5 
ilf21 1 9. 'i!?c1 'i!?f3 20. 'i!?d1 No bet­
ter is 20. f6 in view of 20 . . .  �g3 2 1 . 
1ih6 �g2 22.  �d 1 g3 23.  Hg6 
{23 . �e 1 �g 1 24. Hg6 g2 25. H h6 
flf5 26. �e2 He5 27. �f3 �f 1 28 .  
Ilg6 He6 !-+) 23 . . .  Hf5! 24.  �e2 
fie5 25. �d3 �f3 ! 26. �d4 H h5 !  
27 .  f7  Hf5 28.  Hg7 g2 29.  �d3 
llf4! 30. �d2 �f2 , and Black wins 
{var iat ion by S . Dolmatov) 20 . . .  
'i!?g3 21 . 'i!?e1 'i!?g2 22. Ilg5 g3 23. 
Ilh5 Ilf4 24. �e2 ile4 25. �d3 
'i!?f3 26. Ilh1 [or 26 .  f6 Hf4 27. 
fih6 g2 28.  llg6 �f2-+] 26 .. . g2 
27. Ilh3 'i!?g4 28. Ilh8 Ilf4 29. 
'i!?e2 Ilf5 White resig ned . 

Tarrasch's ru le ,  however, is not 
always app l icab le .  For examp le ,  
the fol lowing case in  an  exception . 

Jussupow - Timman 
Linares, 1 992 

532 !::,.. 
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532. White played "a Ia Tarrasch" 
1 .  Ila1 , which has lead to a draw, 
because the black k ing has be­
come very active . I nstead of th is 
White cou ld have easi ly won by 1 .  
lie4! fo l lowed by a king's march to 
the a-side .  1 . . .  ila5 2. 'i!?e3 e51 3. 
'i!?e4 Noth ing is ach ieved by 3. fe 
�e5 4. �d3 �d5 5. �c3 �c6 6 .  
�b4 He5 with equal ity. 3 . . .  ef 4. 
'i!?f4 'i!?e6 5. 'i!?e4 More winn ing  
chances could have been retained 
by 5 .  He 1  �f6 6 .  He4 g5 7. �e3 . 
After 7 . . .  H c5 ! ,  however, B lack 
wou ld  be able to defend success­
ful ly. 5 . . .  g5 6. hg Ilg5 7. 'i!?f3 ila5 
8. Ile1 'i!?f5 9. ile4 The rook has 
retu rned to the rig ht square,  but too 
late . 9 . . .  ilc5 1 0. Ile3 Ila5 1 1 . 
lla3 'i!?e5 1 2. �e3 'i!?e6 1 3. 'i!?e2 
'i!?d6!? Simpler is 1 3  . . .  h4 1 4. gh  
11 h5= 14. 'i!?f2 'i!?e5 1 5. Ile3 'i!?d5 
1 6. Ila3 'i!?e6 17. 'i!?e3 h4! 1 8. g4 
'i!?f6 1 9. 'i!?f4 'i!?g6 20. 'i!?f3 'i!?g5 21 . 
lla2 h3 Draw. 

If the defender's king blockades the opponen t's passed pawn, then in 
the majority of cases the stronger side should deploy his rook not behind 
the pawn but to the side of it, allowing the rook to influence both wings. 
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Botvinnik - Boleslavsky 
Moscow, 1 94 1  

533 D. +-
533. 1 .  lle1 1 Worse is 1 .  Ci&f5 H f8 

2 .  Ci&e6 Hf2 3 .  g4 Hf3 !  1 . . .  llga 
[1 . . .  Ci&b6 2. H b 1  +-] 2. lle61 The 
best place for the rook. 2 . . .  �a6 3. 
�g5 �b7 4. h41 The h-pawn plays 
the role  of a batter ing-ram . 4 . . .  
�a6 5. h5  �b7 6. g4 �a6 7 .  �h4 
�b7 8. h6+- gh 9. llh6 llg7 1 0. 
�h5 �a6 1 1 .  llc6 lle7 1 2. llc7 
lle5 13. g5 �b6 14. llh7, and 
White wins easi ly. 

Sometimes the defender should 
keep h is rook to the side of the 
opponent's passed pawn in  order 
to cut off the enemy king from this 
pawn . 

10.62 Activity of pieces 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Bronstein - Romanishin 
Yerevan, 1 975 

534 D. 
534. 1 .  g3 h5 The black rook 

does not al low White's king  to get to 
the a-side.  2. h4 �h7 3. �g2 llf51 
4. llb7 �g7 5. b6 llb5? A blunder. 
After 5 . . .  Hf6 !  6 .  Ci&f 1 H e6! Black 
could hold his g round .  6. � llb2 
7. �e41 Fol lowing the fami l iar pat­
tern . 7 . . .  llf2 8. llc7 llb2 9. b7 
Black's counterp lay is too late . 
9 . . .  � 1 0. �d5 �5 1 1 .  llf7 �g4 
1 2. llg7 �g3 1 3. llg6 �h4 14. 
�c6 �h3 15. llg51 llb7 1 6. �b7 
h4 1 7. �c6 �h2 1 8. �d5 h3 1 9. 
·�e4 The white ki ng has come in  
time.  Black resigned . 

The decisive factor in rook endings is the activity of all pieces, king, 
rook, and pawns. Good coordination of pieces is often more important 
than a ma terial advantage. Coordinated piece activity may allow a win in 
better position or a save in a worse one. 

535. Capablanca strived for this 
position , foreseei ng the fol lowing 
sacrifice of two pawns .  1 .  �g31 
White activates his ki ng creating 
threats . 1 . . .  nca 2. �h4 llf3 3. g61 
Open ing a way to f6 for the king .  

3 . . .  llf4 4 .  �g5 lle4 5. �f6 1 
White has reached h is  cherished 
goal - al l  h is pieces are in  perfect 
harmony. 5 . . .  �g8 6. llg7 �h8 7. 
llc7 Regain ing al l  the sacrificed 
material . 7 . . .  nee 8. �5 lle4 9. 
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Capablanca - Tartakower 
New York, 1 924 

53S D. +-
� llf4 1 0. Ci!?eS llg4 1 1 .  g7! The 
rest is s imple. 1 1 . . .  Ci!?gB 1 2. lla7 
llg1 [ 1 2  . . .  figS 1 3 . c;1td6 with the 
idea c;1tc6+-] 1 3. Ci!?dS lle1 14. Ci!?d6 
lle2 1 S. dS lle1 1 6. lle7 lla1 17. 
Ci!?e6 lla4 1 8. d6 Black resigned . 

Portisch - Honfi 
Hungary, 1 969 

536 D. 
536. 1 .  f4! Wh ite plays actively. 

After 1 .  lla7 lies 2. c;1td3 .tits 3. f3 
!lgS 4. g4 hS the position is equal . 
1 . . .  llg2 2. Ci!?f3 lla2 3. e6 Ci!?fa? 
Drawing chances cou ld have been 
retained by 3 . . .  Ha3 !  4.  c;1te4! c;1tt6 
s .  e7 rl a 1  6 .  e84J c;1te6 , and Black 
wou ld  be ab le  to successfu l ly  
defend . 4.  llf7 Ci!?ea S. llh7 aS 6. 
ba !las 7. li!?e4! White brings his 
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king i nto p lay which q uickly decides 
the game. 7 . . .  Ci!?fa 8. llf7 Ci!?gB [8 . . .  
c;1tea 9 .  llg7+-] 9 .  llf6 li!?g7 1 0. 
e71 llaa 1 1 .  Ci!?es bS [ 1 1 . . .  fica 1 2 . 
llc6 ! H aa 1 3 . c;1te6 with the idea 
Il d6-d8+-] 1 2 . lld6! B lack 
res igned.  

Panchenko - Shereshevski 
Grozny, 1 969 

537 D. 
537. Despite Black's extra pawn , 

White is clearly better thanks to h is 
strong passed pawn which he wi l l  
support with al l  h is m ight.  1 .  e6! 
Threaten ing 2. fih8 fol lowed by 3 .  
e7+- 1 . . .  lla1  2. li!?e4 lld1 Worse 
is 2 . . .  H e 1  3 .  c;1tts with the idea 
rld3  3. llg3 Ci!?f8 4. h4! Wh ite 
threatens to create a pai r of con­
nected passed pawns by means of 
hS-h6. 4 . . .  bS S. hS llh1  6. lld3 
llhS 7. fS llh4 a. Ci!?es lld4 9. 
llh3! I n  spite of a l l  B lack's efforts , 
the wh ite pieces penetrate to the 
opponent's cam p .  9 . . .  lld 1 1 0. 
llhB Ci!?e7 1 1 .  Ilea lle1 1 2. Ci!?dS 
lld1 1 3. Ci!?e6 c4 1 4. be be It seems 
that a draw is not far off , but Black's 
task is not at all s imple .  1 S. lle7 
Ci!?fa 1 6. llf7 li!?ga 1 1. lld7 lle1 
1 8. Ci!?d6 lld1 1 9. Ci!?e7 The e-pawn 
wi l l  advance soon , supported by 
the king and the rook.  1 9  . . .  llf1 20. 
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Ild5 c3 21 . Ilc5 I!f3 22. �d7 Ild3 
23. �ea a5 24. Ila5 e2 25. Ile5 
Ild2 26. Ilea �h7 21. r1m I112 
2a. e71 Ilf5 29. �e6 Ilf6 30. �d7 
Ilf1 The best chance. 3 1 . Ile2 
Ild1 32. �ea Ile1 33. Ile71 �g6 
34. �da �5 35. eair Ilea 36. 
�ea g5 Botvinn ik  has also reached 
a s imi lar position to this with f lanks 
reversed . 37. Ilg71 g4 3a. rim �4 
39. �g6 g3 40. �h5 Black resigned . 

Only active play can save Black 
from a defeat. 

Tarrasch - Rubinstein 
San Sebastian, 1 9 1 1 

53a A = 

53a. 1 . . .  Ild21 Bad is 1 . . .  fid6? 2 .  
�e2 with the idea a4+- 2.  Ilb6 �g5 
3. �e1 Or 3. a4 f4 4. aS f3 S. �e1 
lle2 with a draw. 3 . . .  Ilc2 4. Ilb51 
�I with the idea f4 5. h31 The only 
chance . 5 . . .  �h3 6. I!f5 Ilb2 7. Ilf4 
After 7. a4 fia2 8 .  aS �g4 9 .  fies 
�f3 the game also ends in a draw. 
7 . . .  Ila2 a. Ile4 h51 9. c4 �2 10. 
Ilf4 Ilc2 1 1 . Ilh4 �1 [ 1 1 . . .  klf2? 
1 2 . fih2! +-] 1 2. �1 Ilf2 13. c5 
� 14. Ilh5 �4 Draw. 

539. By sacrific ing three pawns 
one after another, Black activates 
his king and draws although be ing 
four pawns ( ! )  d own . 1 . . .  �e51 
Weak is  the pass ive 1 . . . �d7? 

ROOK ENDINGS 

Lilienthal - Smyslov 
Moscow, 1 94 1  

539 A = 

2 .  fif6 , and White is winn ing .  2. 
Ile6 �e4 3. Ile5 f41 4. ef " 5. h3 
[S .  h4 fia1  6 .  �h2 Ila2 7 .  �g 1 =  
(7 .  �h3?? g4 mate ) ]  5 . . .  Ila1 
Draw. 

Bednarski - Damjanovic 
Kecskemet, 1 964 

540 = 

540. White is two pawns down , h is  
only chance is the gS-pawn which 
he su pports by the king and the 
rook. 1 .  �31 [ 1 . fi b7? �g6-+] 
1 . . .  �g6 2. �g4 Ila4 3. Ilgal rim 
4. Ileal The only opportunity. 4 . . .  
Ile4 5. �h5 Ilb4 6. g6 �6 7 .  Ilta 
All White's forces help the pawn . 
7 . . .  �g7 a. Ilf7 �ga 9. �h6 Ilb1 
1 0. Ile7 Ilh1  1 1 .  �g5 e4 1 2. Ilea 
�g7 13. Ile7 �a 14. g7 �ga 1 5. 
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Ci!ig6 llg1 1 6. Ci!ih6 1Ih1 17. Ci!ig6 
llg1 The players agreed a draw. 

Yakovich - Hodgson 
Calcutta, 1 99 1  

541 6. 
541 . 1 .  �41 Obviously worse is 1 .  

<i!?d4 llh3 2.  c4 llh1  3. c5 lld 1 4. 

9 1  

<i!?c4 h3 , and Black wins. 1 . . .  llh3 2. 
e5 fe 3. �51 [3. <i!?e5 does not work 
due to 3 . . .  llf3 ! ;  also bad is 3. <i!?g4 
llc3 4. <i!?h4 (4. lle7 llc4 5. <i!?g5 h3 
6. lle5 h2 7. lle1 00 8. llh 1  llc5 
9. <i!?g4 llh5 1 0. <i!?g3 <i!?g7 1 1 .  <i!?g4 
<i!?h6 1 2. <i!?f4 llh4-+) 4 . . .  <i!?f8! 5 .  
<i!?g5 (5.  llb5 lle3 6 .  <i!?g5 00 7.  
llb7 <i!?e6-+) 5 . . .  llc6 6 .  lla7 lle6 
with a decisive advantage for Black. ] 
3 . . .  llc3 After 3 . . .  Il h 1  White also 
saves the game: 4. <i!?g6 Il g 1  5 .  <i!?f5 
h3 6. Il b2 llh 1  7. <i!?e5 h2 8. Ite2! 
<i!?g7 9 .  c4= 4. Ci!ig6 llg3 5. ct>f5 h3 
6. 1Ib4 lle3 7. 1Ih4 Ci!ig7 8. llh5! 
� [8 . . .  !la3 9.  llh4=; 8 . . .  llf3 9 .  
<i!?g4=] 9. llh7 Ci!ig8 10. 1Ih4 �8 
1 1 .  llh7 Ci!iea 1 2. �4 Draw. 

10.63 Passive placing of the opponent's pieces 

Sometimes both defending pieces, king and rook are passive, some­
times only one of them. If both or even one of the defender's pieces are 
passive the stronger side can find a plan of improving his pieces ' posi­
tions, improving what is already an advantage. This happens because the 
defender, having passive pieces is hardly able to create counterplay. 

Capablanca - Mishel llc6 h4 5. llh6 llg7 6. llh4 Black 
Ramsgate, 1 929 resig ned . 

542 +-

542. I n  this position White has a 
clear way of magn ifyi ng his advan­
tage - to breakth rough by f4-f5 . 
1 .  Ci!ig3 Ci!?fa 2. f51 gf 3. <i!?f4 lle7 4. 

Bukic - Matulovic 
Yugoslavia, 1 975 

543 6. 
543. White's plan of improving his 

posit ion i nvolves a pawn advance 
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on the K-side i n  order to clear a way 
for the king . 1 .  �3 lif7 2. g4 hg 3. 
�g4 �h6 Black prevents the 
opponent's plan , but a l l  the same 
he loses d ue to zugzwang .  4. lid2 
lie7 5. lidS �h7 [5 . . .  Hf7 6 .  
Ile8+-] 6 .  �g5 �g7 7 .  h5 g h  8. 
�h5 �h7 9. �g5 �g7 1 0. lica 
lid7 1 1 .  f51 � [ 1 1 . . .  ef 1 2 . e6 
n e7 1 3 . <i!i>f5+-] 1 2. f6 Black 
res igned .  

We have considered examples 
where both defending pieces , ki ng 
and rook were passive. We wi l l  now 
examine cases where only the rook 
is passive . 

Lombardy - Ree 
Haifa, 1 976 

544 /:}. +-
544. 1 .  lib5 �a6 2. �e5 lieS 

Passive defense does not help :  2 . . .  
llf8 3 .  Ilc5!  <i!i>b6 (3 . . .  Il b8 4 .  
llc6!  <i!i>a7 5 .  llc4 !lf8 6 .  <i!i>e6 
<i!i>b6 (6 . . .  <i!i>a6 7. !lc6 <i!i>b7 8 .  
!lc5+-) 7 .  <i!i>e7 ll h8 8 .  <i!i>f6 llf8 9 .  
<i!i>e6+-) 4. Ilc4 llt7 5 .  <i!i>e6 !Ita 6 .  
<i!i>e7 !l h8 7 .  <i!i>f6 ! Hta 8 .  <i!i>e6 
(zugzwang) 8 . . .  <i!i>a6 9. klc6 <i!i>b7 
1 0. Hc5+- 3. lidS lic4 [3 . . .  <i!i>b6 
4.  Hd6+-; 3 . . .  llc1  4 .  lld6 <i!i>b7 5 .  
lld4 Hcs 6 .  lld5 <i!i>c6 7.  Ilc5 
<i!i>c5 8. <i!i>f5 <i!i>b4 9. <i!i>e4+-] 4. 
lid61 �b7 5. lid4 lic1 [5 . . .  !lc5 
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6. lld5+-] 6. �5 �c6 7. �e5 
�c5 8. lie4 Black res igned.  

Andersson - Miles 
Ti1burg, 1 98 1  

545 /:}. 
545. I n  the fo l l owi ng  example 

B lack's attempt to bring  h is  rook 
i nto play was unsuccessfu l ,  how­
ever it was Black's best chance. 1 .  
h4 White's plan is to rei nforce h is 
posit i on  on the K-s ide :  f i rst he 
advances h is  pawn to h6 ,  and then 
plays e4 or g4. 1 . . .  a41 Fixing the 
a3-pawn for an eventual cou nterat­
tack.  2. �4 �e6 3. h5 �6 4. lic6 
�f7 5. lies lid7! The on ly  
chance. After 5 . . .  <i!?t6 6 .  llc6 <i!?t7 
7. h6 B lack's defense is d ifficult .  6. 
lib5 lid3 7. lib7 � 8. lih7 g5 
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Karpov - Hort 
Ti1burg, 1 979 
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9. c;!?r3 lla3 10. lla7 lla2 1 1 .  lias 
� 12. g4fg 13. � llg2 14. �h3 
llb2 1S. lla4 li!ie4 1 6. �3 llb1 
Also losing is 1 6  . . .  c.&e3 1 7. h6 iib1  
1 8 . iia3!  c.&e4 1 9. c.&g4 iig1  20. 
iig3+- 17. h6 llg1 1a. � llh1 19. 
Ila6 liftds 20. �3 llh4 21 . llg6 
li!ie4 [2 1 . . .  c.&c4 22. bS+-] 22. b5 ct>fs  
23. llc6 lle4 24. � Ile7 25. b6 
Ilb7 26. �3! Black resigned. 

The black rook at d7 is passive . 

10.64 Weak pawns 

93 

White's plan of improving his position 
involves a rook's transferring to f6 fol­
lowed by h4-hS. 

546. 1 .  llf1 �ba 2. ll.f6 �a7 3. 
hS �a6 4. g5! Creating  a passed 
pawn . 4 . . .  hg S. h6 �aS 6. h7 llda 
7. llf7 bS a. cb �bS 9. llb7! �a6 
1 0. llg7 llha 1 1 .  �e4 �bS 1 2. 
�3 �c4 1 3. lld7! �d3 1 4. �g4 
llh7 1 S. Ilh7 �d4 1 6. lld7 Black 
resigned . 

The possession of weak pawns in a rook ending is an obvious disadvan­
tage. The weaker side, being forced to defend these weaknesses is 
almost completely deprived of any counterplay, while the stronger side 
can gradually improve his position and then begin decisive actions. 

Flohr - Vidmar is S . . .  c.&c7 6. c.&cs c.&b7 7. �d6 
Nottingham, 1 979 He8 !  with a defensible position . 6. 

547 b.. 
547. 1 .  �e2 End ings of this type 

requ i re sophisticated techn ique .  By 
correct defense B lack can draw, 
but his task is not s imple ,  especial ­
ly against such a vi rtuoso as Salo 
Flohr. 1 • • .  �e7 2. �d3 �d6 3. Ilas 
llaa 4. �d4 White has tied the op­
ponent's rook to the defense of the 
a6-pawn . Now he i ntends to seize 
space on the K-s ide by advancing 
h is pawns :  g4 and h4 fol lowed by 
a3-a4. 4 . . .  fS S. b4 Ilba? Stronger 

a3 llaa 7. e4! fe a. fe de 9. �e4 
lla7? More drawing chances could 
have been retained by 9 . . .  c.&c7 1 0 . 
lies �b6 1 1 .  iie7 as 1 2 . Hh7 ab 
1 3 . ab Ha4 1 4 . iig7 ii b4 1 S . �f3 
iih4 1 6 .  h3 iih6 1 7. c.&g4 cS 1 8 . 
c.&gS iih8 1 9 . iig6 �bS 20.  iig7 
c4 2 1 . h4 il ea , and the  passed 
c-pawn would be extremely dan­
gerous .  1 0. �4 h6 1 1 .  h4 �e6 
[ 1 1 . . .  c.&c7 1 2 . c.&es �b6 1 3 . 
�f6+-l 1 2. �g4 llaa 13 .  hS! gS 
[ 1 3  . . .  gh  1 4. �hS iig8 1 5 . g4+-] 
14. g3 lla7 1 S. �3 Ilaa 1 6. �e4 
Ila7 17. lies �d6 [ 1 7  . . .  c.&f6 1 8 . 
llcs llc7 1 9 . !las ii a7 20 .  
c.&d4+-] 1 a. Ilea! with the idea 
llh8 ,  �f5 1a . . .  c5 1 9. llda �c6 
[ 1 9  . . .  �c7 20. !lh8 cb 2 1 . !l h7! 
c.&b6 22.  !Ia7 c.&a7 23 . ab �b6 24. 
c.&fS+-1 20. Ilea �b6 2 1 . lies 
llh7 22. lies �c6 23. lle6 �bS 
24. �S Ilf7 25. llf6 Black 
res igned .  
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Petrosian T. - Sosonko 
Las Palmas, 1 980 

548 
548. White 's advantage wh ich 

consists of  li is  opponent's weak 
pawns at f6 , f7 , and h7 ,  seems to 
be insuff icient for a victory. By sub­
tle play, however, Petrosian man­
aged to win .  1 .  libS lic7 2. �h3 
�gS 3. f4 � 4. �h4 �gS s. �g4 
lid7 S. fS White ties the enemy king 
to the defense of the weak pawns .  
s . . .  �g7 7. h4 lid4 8. � lid3 9. 
�4 lid4 10. �e3 lidS 1 1 .  �e4 
lie5 1 2. �4 lie7 13. hSI A "cage" 
for Black's monarch is ready. 1 3  . . .  
lic7 1 4. �e3 lic5 1 S. g4 lies 
This move al lows Wh ite to break 
with h is ki ng to the opponent's a­
side pawns .  Black was unable to 
prevent this in any case, sooner or 
later after b4 fol lowed by a4-a5 , he 
wou ld  end u p  i n  zugzwang . 1 S. 
�d4 lie2 1 7. lib7 lig2 1 8. �cS 
lig4 1 9. b4 lif4 20. a4 lifS 21 . 
�bS lies 22. �aS fS Too late . 23. 
b5 f4 24. lic7 Black resigned .  

549 .  A wi n i s  d ifficult but Karpov 
managed to overcome the oppo-

549 
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Karpov - Hort 
Vaddinhvin, 1 979 

nent's resistance . 1 .  lia3 lie7 2. 
lias � 3. h4 It is  important to 
seize as much space as poss ib le .  
3 . . .  hS 4. g4 � S. f4 lib7 [5 . . .  e5 
6 .  f5 e4 7.  �g3±] S. � lic7 7. 
liaS with the idea f5 7 . . .  gS [7 . . .  
Iib7 8 .  h5 !  ( 8 .  f5? Iib6 !=)  8 . . .  �f7 
9. g5 Iic7 (9 . . .  hg 1 0 . fg Iic7 1 1 . 
�f4 Ii b7 1 2 . e4 Iic7 1 3 . g6 �e7 
1 4. Ila5 �f6 1 5 . e5 �e7 1 6 . �g5 
with the idea h6+-) 1 0 . e4 Iib7 1 1 . 
�g4 Iic7 1 2 . gh  gh  1 3 . f5±] 8. 
lias lid7 9. e3 lib7 1 o. hS gS 
[1 0 . . .  gh 1 1 .  Ii h5 �g6 1 2 . Iia5 
�f6 1 3 . Ila6 �f7 1 4. �g3 �f6 1 5 . 
f5 Iie7 1 6 . �f4! �f7 1 7 . e4 e5 1 8 . 
�g3 +-1 1 1 .  liaS! gf 1 2. ef lib3 
13. �g2 lib7 14. �g3 [ 1 4. f5? 
Ile7=] 1 4  . . . � 1 S. lia4 �g7 1 S. 
gS lic7 1 7. lias �g8 1 8. libS! 
� 1 9. �g4 aS 20. lib8 lic1 21 . 
gS �g7 22. lib7 �8 23. libS 
lig1 24. � lif1 2S. �e4 lie1 
2S. �d4 �e7 27. lias � 28. 
lia7 es 29. fe lies 30. lias Black 
resigned . 
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10.65 Defender's king is cut off 

When the weaker side 's king is cut off from its pawns, a defense is 
extremely difficult. If in addition, the defender is a pawn down, then he 
loses almost inevitably. 

Schneider - Romanishin 
Buenos Aires, 1 978 

550 A +-
550. I f  his ki ng were at d5, B lack 

would have drawn by 1 . . .  <it?e6 . With 
his king at c5 Black loses. 1 . . .  cild5 
[ 1  . . .  <it?d6 2 .  Ii h6+-1 2. Ile71 
Cutting off the king  from the g6-
pawn . 2 . . .  cild6 3. Ile4 cild7 [3 . . .  
<it?dS 4 .  Ile8] 4. h3 Ila3 5 .  Ile3 
Ila5 6. � Ilf5 7. cilg4 Ila5 8. 
Ile4 Ila2 9. � Ila5 1 0. Ilg4 
Ila6 1 1 .  �4! The king goes to h6 .  
1 1 . . .  cile7 1 2. cilg5 qm 1 3. cilh6 
Ilb6 14. Ilf4 cilg8 1 5. g4 Ila6 1 6. 
g5 Black resig ned . 

Here too, Black is help less. 
551 . 1 .  cilg1 Ilb2 2. h3 White does 

not hurry. 2 . . .  Ilb6 3. � Ilf6 4. 
cilg3 �6 5. Ile4 g5 White threat­
ened <it?h4 fol lowed by <it?gS. 6. h41 
Ilg6 7. cilh3 gh 8. Ile2! Ilg5 9. 
cilh4 Ila5 10. g3 �7 1 1 .  f4 �6 
1 2. Ile51+- Ile5 13. fe cile5 14. 
cilh5 " 1 5. g4 Black resigned . 

552. The black king is too far from 
the Q-side , where the main events 
wi l l  occur. Wh ite exploits the bad 
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Dreev - Belov 
Moscow, 1 989 

+-

Dolmatov - Machulsky 
Vilnius, 1 978 

552 6. 
position and scores a beautifu l vic­
tory. 1 .  Ilf6 cilg5 [1 . . .  $Jg7 2. g6 fg 
3. Iie6+-] 2. b51 Ilb5 On 2 . . .  ab 
there fol lows 3. b4 Ilc7 4. Iif1 
$Jg6 5 .  !l g 1 <it?h7 6 .  <it?f6 . 3. Ilf7 
Ila5 [3 . . .  !l b2 4. <it?e6 with the idea 
!ItS] 4. Ilg71 cilh6 5. Ilb7 cilg5 6. 
cile6 �4 7. b4 Ila4 8. cild5 a5 9. 
b5 cile3 1 0. Ila7 Ild4 1 1 . cilc5 
Ila4 [ 1 1 . . .  a4 1 2 . b6+-] 1 2. cilb6 
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lih4 1 3. �as �d4 14. lic7! �dS 
1 S. bS �dS 1 S. lic1 lih2 1 7. b7 
lib2 1 8. �aS lia2 1 9. �bS lib2 
20. �a7 lia2 21 . �b8 lih2 22. 
lia1 Black resigned . 

Kholmov - Botvinnik 
URS, 1 963 

553 • 
SS3. Sometimes it is more impor­

tant to cut off the opponent's king 
than to be one or even two pawns 
up .  An "extra" king is a great advan­
tage !  The white king is too far away; 
Black must exploit this . 1 . . .  lid2 2. 
b4 lib2! 3. lih3 lia2 4. �4 �bS 
S. �e4 �a4 S. lih7 lia3 7. lia7 
�b4 8. lih7 bS 9. �d4 lias White 
resig ned . After 1 0. lih1  lidS 1 1 .  

ROOK ENDINGS 

�e3 �c3 1 2. lic1 �b2 he is help­
less . 

Kholmov - Razuvaev 
URS, 1 972 

554 A 
Nevertheless , somet imes the 

weaker s ides manages to survive . 
This is poss ib le on ly if the king 
comes to its pawns i n  t ime.  

S54. 1 .  lihS [ 1 . Ild5 Iie7] 1 . . .  
gS  2. lidS lie7 3.  h4  �cs 4 .  lies 
lia7 S. �d4 lia3 S. lie3 lia71 7. 
�e4 [7 .  �e5 !le7] 7 . . .  �dS 8. 
� hS! (9. <i!tg4 was threatened ) 
9. f5 [9 . !lea Ila3 1 o .  <i!tg2 !la6] 
9 . . .  lif71 1 0. lies �ds 1 1 .  ligs 
lifS 1 2. �e3 �es 1 3. lias �dS 
Draw. 

1 0.7 SEVERAL ROOK ENDINGS 
BY A.RUBINSTEIN. 

In order to better understand rook endings, here we have several clas­
sic endings played by Akiba Rubinstein, a "king" of the rook endgame. 
Witty S. Tartakower once said: "Rubinstein is an ending of the chess game 
started by the gods a thousand years ago ': and one can hardly argue with 
this statement. 

SSS. I n  the fol lowi ng  end i n g  
Rubinste in  demonstrated a method 
of the real ization of an extra pawn 
which has become typical for the 
positions of this type. 1 .  liaS �8 

2. e4 lic7 3. h4 Parrying the even­
tual  i nvas ion !lc2 and seiz i ng  
space on the K-side.  3 . . .  � 4.  g4 
�8 S. �4 �e7 S. hS hS [6 . . .  <i!ff7 
does not save Black either: 7. h6 gh 
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Rubinstein - Lasker 
St. Petersburg, 1 909 

555 fl. 
8 .  llh6 �g7 9 .  lla6 �f7 1 0 . �f5 
lle7 1 1 .  e5 ll b7 1 2 . llc6 D. a4-a5-
a6+-] 7. Ci!i>t5 Ci!i>t7 8. e5 lib7 9. 
lidS r&e7 1 o. lias Ci!i>f7 1 1 .  lidS 
Ci!i>f8 1 2. lies Ci!i>f7 1 3. a31 Zug­
zwang.  B lack resigned .  If 1 3  . . .  lie7 
[ 1 3  . . .  �e7 1 4. �g6 �f8 1 5 . llc8 
�e7 1 6 . �g7+-; 1 3  . . .  �f8 1 4 . 
�g6 ll b3 1 5 . llc8 �e7 1 6 . �g7 
lla3 1 7 . �h6+-] , then 14. eS r&g8 
15. r&gS lie8 1 S. e71 +-

The position is drawn . Rubinstein 
tries the last chance. 

Rubinstein - Mieses 
Berlin, 1 909 

55S fl. 
55S. 1 .  h5! Noth ing is ach ieved by 

1 .  II.h8 �g7 2. lla8 �h6= (2 . . .  
llc2? 3 .  �g5 llf2 4 .  lla7 �g8 5 .  
7.  
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�g6 �f8 6. llf7+-) 1 . . .  lic2 2. hg 
lif2 3.  r&e5 f4? [3 . . .  llf3? 4 .  
�f6+-; 3 . . .  �g6=] 4. e f  �g6  [4  . . .  
e3 5 .  �f5+-] 5. liaS r&h5 S .  f5 e3 
7. lia3 lib2? A decisive mistake. 
The draw could have been gained 
by 7 . . .  e2 8. lle3 �g5 9. f6 �g6 
1 o. b3 �f7 8. liea lib4 9. f6 r&gs 
1 0. r&e6 lia4 1 1 .  lig3 r&h7 1 2. f7 
lia8 1 3. r&e7 lia7 1 4. r&f6 liaS 
1 5. Ci!i>f5 lia8 1 S. lie3 B lack 
resig ned . 

Rubinstein - Reti 
Berlin, 1 928 

557 fl. 
557. 1 .  f41 The activity of White's 

pieces decides the outcome of the 
game . 1 . . .  lig2 2. lic3 r&d7 [2 . . .  
ll h2 3 .  lld3 with the idea e 6  (3 .  
lla3 !?  �b7 4 .  e6  llh6 5 .  f5 )] 3.  
lia3 r&es 4. lia7 h5 5. h4 lig4 s .  
r&d4 gS 7. lig7 lig1 8. r&e4 lig2 
9. lic7 lic2 1 0. r&d3 lic1 1 1 .  e41 
lid1 1 2. r&e2 lic1 1 3. r&d2 lic4 
1 4. r&d3 lic1 1 5. lig7 lid1 [ 1 5  . . .  
llg 1 1 6 . �d4 lld 1  1 7 . �c5 llg 1 
1 8 . llg 6 ! +-] 1 S . r&e3 lie1 1 7. 
r&d4 lid1 1 8. r&c5 lic1 1 9. r&bS 
c5 20. ligS+- r&e7 21 . f5 lic4 22. 
r&c6 lie4 23. r&d5 lih4 24. lig7 
Ci!i>f8 25. f6 lif4 2S. r&es lia4 27. 
lic7 lias 28. Ci!i>f5 h4 29. lic8 Ci!i>f7 
30. eS Black resigned . 
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Matison - Rubinstein 
Carlsbad, 1 929 

58 � 
558. The position is completely 

equal . It is hard to imag ine that 
B lack can win .  1 . . .  �d7 2. c4 g6 3. 
�c2 �e6 4. �a3 f5 5. ef gf 6. lld2 
White plays logical ly, but. . .  6 . . .  b51 
1. b3 h5 8. g3 f41 9. lle2 [9 . gf Iifa] 
9 . . .  " 1 0. lle4 fg 1 1 .  hg llg8! 
1 2. llf4 �e6 13. lle4 �d7 1 4. g4 
llf8 1 5. lle3 h4! 1 6. a4 ba 1 7. ba 
lle81 1 8. �d2 [ 1 a .  !id3 h3 1 9 . 
�c2 !le2 20.  �c3 Iif2 !-+] 1 8  . . .  
lle3 1 9. �e3 d51 White resigned . 
Play could have concluded : 20. cd 
[or 20 .  g5 d4-+] 20 . . .  h3 21 . � 
h2 22. �g2 c4 23. g5 c3 24. g6 c2 
25. g7 h 11F-+ 

559 

Rubinstein - Alekhin 
Carlsbad, 1 9 1 1 

ROOK ENDINGS 

559. 1 .  f31 Threaten ing 2. a4 fol ­
lowed by g4. 1 . . .  lle8 Losing is 1 . . .  
Ilea i n  view of 2 .  Ilea �ca 3 .  e4 fe 
(3 . . .  �b7 4. ef gf 5 .  g4+-) 4. fe de 
5. g4 �d7 (5 . . .  h5 6. f5! +-) 6. �e3 
�e6 7. �e4+-; also bad is 1 . . .  aS 
2. Ii b6 a4 3. !la6 !la6 4.  ba �c6 
5. �d3 �b6 6 .  �c3 �a6 7 .  
�b4+- 2 .  �d3 lle7 3. g4 lle6 4. 
llc1 [4. !le6 �e6 5. g5 (5 .  e4 de 6 .  
fe  fg ) 5 . . .  �d6 6 .  e4  �e6 7.  ed 
�d5 a .  <it>c3 �e6 9. �c4 �d6 1 0 . 
d5 �d7 1 1 .  �d4 �d6=] 4 . . .  lle7 
5. llh1  �e6 6. llc1 So far White 
sticks to wait ing tactics. 6 . . .  �d7 7. 
lle1 llf7 8. lla1 �d6 9. llc1 �d7 
1 0. llc6 llf8 1 1 .  �e2! The white 
king is head ing for h4. 1 1  . . .  llf7 1 2. 
� llta 1 3. �g3 .Ilea 14. llc3 
lle7 15. �h4 h6 This is forced . 1 6. 
�g3 h5 Black makes a desperate 
attempt to activate h i s  rook,  
because with passive defense he 
would have final ly lost in  a pawn 
end ing :  1 6  . . .  Ilea 1 7 . �f2 !le7 1 a . 
�e2 Ilea 1 9 . �d3 !le7 20.  !lc6 
!le6 2 1 . gf gf 22 .  !le6 �e6 23.  e4 
17. �h41 The white king's maneu­
vers are impressive . 17 . . .  llh7 1 8. 
�g5 fg 19. fg [ 1 9 .  �g6? g3 !  20. 
�h7 g2 2 1 . Iic1  h4-+] 19 . . .  hg 20. 
�g4 llh1 21 . �g5 llb1 22. lla3 
llb5 23. lla7 �d6 24. �g6 llb3 
25. f5 lle3 26. f6 Now the decisive 
factor is  the activity of Wh ite's 
pieces . 26 . . .  llg3 27. �h7 llf3 28. 
f7 llf4 29. �g7 llg4 30. �! llf4 
31 . �g5 llf1 32. �g6 llg1 33. �6 
llf1 34. �g7 llg1 35. �8 lld1 36. 
�e8 lle1 37. �dB llf1 38. lld7 
�c6 39. �e8 llf4 40. lle7 �b5 
41 . llc7 Black resigned in  view of 
41 . . .  lle4 42. �d7 llf4 43. �e7 
lle4 44. � llf4 45. �e5+- · 
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Schlechter - Rubinstein 
San Sebastian, 1 9 1 2  

560 .A 
560. 1 . . .  e5! Black intends to at­

tack White's weak pawns at f2 and g2 
by both rooks. 2. de Losing is 2 .  !lg5 
llf6! 3 .  !lf6 �6 4. f4 (4. !le5 !le5 
5. de �e5-+) 4 . . .  ef! 5. lld5 f3-+ 
2. . .  lieS 3. lie3?1 More stubborn 
would have been 3. llc1 . 3 . . .  lie3 4. 
fa lieS! 5. lie1 lif6 6. lie2 � 7. 
�2 � 8. c4 �e4 9. b4 g5 1 0. 
� g4 1 1 .  c5 h4 12. lig2 lig6 13. 
� g3 14. hg h3 15. �b5 be 1 6. be 
cma 17. lig1 a61 White resigned . 

Black is obviously better because 
al l White's pawns are isolated and 
can become targets for an attack.  A 
win ,  however, is compl icated . 

Spielmann - Rubinstein 
St. Petersburg, 1 909 

56 1 

99 

561 . 1 . . .  lia8 2. lic3 No better is 
2. !la2 !la4! 3. �g3 �e7! ( but not 
3 . . .  !ld4? in view of 4.  a4 !lc4 5. a5 
!lc7 6 .  a6 !la7 7.  �f4 �e7 8 .  �e4 
with an easy d raw) ; 2. !lc6 �e7. 
2 . . .  lia4 3 .  lid3 �e7 4. �g3 �e6 
5. � �d5 6. �e2 g51 7. lib3 f6 
[7 . . .  ild4? 8. !ld3 ! ]  8. �e3 [8 .  
il b7 !la3 9 .  !lg7 !l h3+] 8 . . .  �c4 
9. lid3 d5 1 0. �d2 lia8 Having 
t ied the opponent's pieces to the 
defense of pawn wea�nesses , 
B lack activates h i s  rook .  1 1 . 
�c2 lia7 1 2. �d2 lie71 1 3. lic3 
[ 1 3 . !le3 !l b7! ;  1 3 . �c2 !le2 1 4. 
lld2 lld2 1 5 . �d2 �b3 ! -+] 1 3  . . .  
�d4 1 4. a4 lia7 1 5. lia3 lia5 1 6. 
lia1 �c4 1 7. �e3 Better is 1 7 . 
!l c 1  �b4 1 8 . ll b 1  ! ,  reta i n i ng  
chances for the draw. 1 7  . . .  d4 1 8. 
�d2 lif5 1 9. �e1 �b4 20. �e2 
�a51 21 . lia3 lif4 22. lia2 lih4 
23. �d3 [23 . lla3 �b4-+] 23 . . .  
lih3 24. �d4 lih4 25. �d3 [25. 
�d5 is aso losing due to 25 . . .  !la4 
26 . !la4 �a4 27. �e6 g4! 28.  �f5 
�b4 29.  �g4 g6 ! ]  25 . . .  lia4 26. 
lie2 lif4 27. �e3 �b6 28. lic2 
�b7 29. lic1 lia4 30. lih1  �c6 
31 . lih7 lia7 32. �e4 �d6 33. 
� g6! 34. �g6 lih7 35. �h7 
�e5 36. �g6 g4 White resig ned . 
After the most stubborn 37. �h6! 
Black wi ns by 37 . . .  f5 38 .  �h5 
�d4!  ( pointed out by Yu .Averbakh ) .  
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1 0. Positions to solve. 

1 = 4 

2 +- 5 -+ 

j 

3 = 6 +-



POSITIONS FOR SOLUTIONS 1 0 1  

7 +-
1 0  +-

1 1  -+ 

9 1 2  -+ 
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1 3  +- 1 6  = 

1 4  = 17  + -

1 5  = 1 8  + -



REALIZATION OF A MATERIAL ADVANTAGE 1 03 

11. ENDINGS WITH FOUR ROOKS 

Endings with four rooks on the board sig­
nificantly differ from endings with two rooks. 
It is much easier for the stronger side to uti­
lize his material or positional advantage -
using the power of two rooks, he gets an 
opportunity to attack the enemy king. The 
decisive factor in these endings is the activi­
ty of rooks and coordination between them. 
An ideal position is the one with two rooks on 
the 7th (2nd) rank. Let us consider the most 
characteristic features of these endings. 

11 .1  REALIZATION OF A MATERIAL ADVANTAGE 
Rubinstein - Spielmann 

Vienna, 1 922 

562 ... 
562. 1 . . .  lled8 Black avoids a 

rook exchange ,  s ince after 1 . . .  
Ile3 2 .  fe �d8 3 .  !la6 play could 
have transposed i nto a hopeless for 
h i m  end ing  from the game 
A. Rubinste in - Em. Lasker, 1 909.  2. 
g3 lld7 3. a51 I ntend ing to create 
an outpost at b7 after 4. a6 . 3 . . . 
llb8 4. h4 llb5 5. a6 lla5 6. �g2 
lla2 Better is 6 . . .  g6 .  7. h51 lla5 
Now White creates a very danger­
ous passed pawn on the f-fi le ,  but 
7 . . .  h6 does not help Black in  view 

Petrosian T. - Larsen 
Biel, 1 976 

563 D. 
of 8 .  �c8 �f7 9 .  !if3 �e6 (or 9 . . .  
�e7 1 0 . �g8 �e6 1 1 .  �e8,  and 
the rest is clear) 1 0 . !lea �d6 1 1 .  
I'ld3 �c7 1 2 . !id7 �d7 1 3 . �g8 ,  
and Wh ite wi ns .  8 .  h6 gh Even 
worse is 8 . . .  g6 .  9. llh6 �g7 1 0. 
llc6 llf5 1 1 . llec3 llff7 White 
threatened 1 2 . !lc7 �ff7 1 3 . �d7 
�d7 1 4 . � b3 fol lowed by !l b7.  1 2. 
14 llfe7 1 3. �h3 llf7 14. ll3c5 
�8 1 5. �h4 The king supports the 
passed f-pawn . 1 5  . . . �g7 1 6. llb5 
Black has to passively wait, si nce 
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he does not have any counterplay. 
1 6  . . .  �8 1 7. f5 llfe7 1 8. g4 � 
1 9. <i!?h5 lle1 20. <i!?g5 llee7 21 . 
llb81 White threatens 22. llh8 
<i!?g7 23. f61 <i!?h8 24. Ilea,  from 
which there is no defense. B lack 
resigned . 

563. With two rooks it would have 
been an easy d raw but with four  
rooks White wins . 1 .  lld8 � 2 .  

ENDINGS WITH FOUR ROOKS 

llhh8 llb7 [3 .  ild7 +- was threat­
ened] 3. llhf8 <i!?e7 Surely, not 3 . . .  
<i!?g6? 4. h 5  <i!?h6 5 .  ll hB mate . 4. 
�51 ll2b3 5. g4 llg3 6. llde8 
<i!?d6 7. g5 fg 8. hg llb5 9. <i!?g6 On 
9 . . .  ll b7 there fol lows 1 0 . llf7 llf7 
1 1 .  <i!?f7 llf3 1 2 . lle4 <i!?d5 1 3 . 
lla4 llf2 1 4. <i!?g7+- with a s imple 
win .  B lack resig ned . 

11 .2 PLAYING FOR MATE 

Evreinov 
1 967 

564 l:l +-
564. After 1 .  lldd81 Black is pow­

erless to escape mate : 1 . . .  g5 [ 1  . . .  
llh2 2 .  llg8 <i!?h6 3 .  llh8 <i!?g7 4. 
llcg8 mate] 2. f51 Blocking .  2 . . .  g4 
The only defense from immediate 
mate . 3. llg8 <i!?h6 [3 . . .  <i!?h7 4 .  
ilhB <i!?g7 5 .  llcg8 mate] 4.  llg4 
<i!?h7 5. llc31 llh2 6. llh4 <i!?g7 7. 
llg3 �8 8. llh8 <i!?e7 9.  lld3 ef 
[9 . . .  f6 1 0 . ll h7 <i!?ea 1 1 .  ef+-1 1 0. 
lldd8 f6 1 1 .  llhe8 � 1 2. e6 <i!?g6 
1 3. llg8 <i!?h6 1 4. e7 llbc2 1 5. 
<i!?d1 lla2 1 6. llg61 <i!?h7 1 7. llh81 , 
and the white pawn is q ueen ing  
with check. An  impressive study. 

565. I n  this position B lack qu ickly 
"pun ishes" the wh ite monarc h .  

Shahovic - Korchnoi 
Biel, 1 979 

Chiburdanidze - Festel 
Tbilisi, 1 967 

566 l:l ± 

1 . . .  h51 2. <i!?h5 lld8 3. hg [3 .  <i!?g4 
gh 4 .  ilc2 llg8 5. <i!?h4 <i!?f5 6. c5 
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llh8 mate] 3 . . .  'iii>r5 4. �h6 llh3 5. 
�g7 lld7 6. �g8 �g6 7. llf2 llg7 
8. 'iii>f8 llh8 mate. 

566. Despite material equal i ty, 
Black is help less. 1 .  �g3 llc6 If 
1 . . .  lle4, then 2. lld7!  lld7 3 .  
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lld7 lle6 4. lld5± ; or 1 . . .  lld3 2 .  
f3  d4 3 .  �f4 llf6 4.  llf6 �f6 5 .  
lld7 + - 2 .  f4 llc2 3.  llg7 'iii>f6 4. 
g51 hg 5 . .llgf7 �g6 6. f51 6 . . .  �h6 
7 .  llh7 mate. B lack resigned . 

11 .3 ROOKS ON THE 7th (2nd) RANK 

We have already stated tha t  the rooks are most efficiently placed on the 
penultimate rank. With their help one can draw with a material deficit or 
win positions that seem completely equal. 

Schlechter - Maroczy 
Kar1ovi Vary, 1 907 

567 • = 

567. 1 . . .  lld81 Black doubles h is 
rook along the 2nd rank,  and a draw 
becomes unavo idabl e .  2. lla7 
lldd2 3. lla3 Or 3 .  llf1  lla2= 3 . . .  
'iii>r81 This is stronger than 3 . . .  llf2 
4. llg3 �f8 5. a3 . 4. llf1 lla2 5. 
lla2 lla2 A d rawn end i n g  with 
pawns on one wing has arisen .  

568. Black's posit ion looks dan­
gerous . 1 . . .  lla21 The only chance. 
After the natural 1 . . .  llaa4 2. lld8!  
llc4 3 .  lldd 1 ! White wins .  2. llg8! 
�h6! 3. c7 llbb2 4. �h2 [4. c8'@ 
llg2 with a draw. ] 4 . . .  llg2 5. �h3 
llaf21 6. c8 .. I f  6. llh 1 , then 6 . . .  
llg5 !  7 .  c8'@ llf3 8 .  �h2 llf2= ; or 
6 .  llg 1  ! ?  llg 1  7.  c8'if llfg2 !  8 .  
'@c3 f6 9 .  '@c7 ll g4 1 0 . ll h8 

Chandler - Kupreichik 
Minsk, 1 982 

568 • = 

�g5! 6 . . .  llh2 7. �g3 llhg2 8. 
�h4 g51 [8 . . .  llh2? 9 .  1Vh3 g5 1 0 .  
�g3 ! ]  Draw i n  view of  9 .  llg5 ll h2 
1 0 . �g3 llfg2= 

Petrosian T. - Balashov 
1 977 

569 
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569. 1 .  �g2 Of course , not 1 .  
ridS .  1 . . .  h5 2. h3 �g7 3. ct>f3 �6 
Deserving attention was 3 . . .  Ila4!?  
4.  ilcs Ila6 ! 5 .  llcc7 Ilf6 6 .  �g2 
Ila8 with a probable draw. 4. h4 
�g7 5. lidS Jle8 6. Jldd7 Jlf8 7. 
Jle7! Threaten ing  e4-e5-e6 . 7 . . .  
� a. e4 Jld4 9 .  e5 tt!i>f5 1 0. Jlcs 
Jld3 1 1 .  �g2 Jla3 1 2. Jlc61 �e4 
13 . lif6 Jlaa8 1 4. e6 [ 1 4 . llff7 Ilf7 
1 5 . llf7 �eS=] 1 4  . . .  �e5 1 5. Jlft7 

ENDINGS WITH FOUR ROOKS 

Jlg8 1 6. Jlb71 But not 1 6 . Ilg7? 
llg7 1 7 . Ilg7 �f6 ! with a draw. 
1 6  . . •  �e6 1 7. 1ibe7 �d6 1 8. Jle2 
Jlaf8 1 9. Jla7 Jlaa 20. Jlae7 
Jlac8 Bad is 20 . . .  g5? 2 1 . Il2e6 
�dS 22 .  lles �d6 23 .  hg 21 . 
Jl2e6 �d5 22. �h3 Jlc7? This 
loses i mmediately. More stubborn 
wou ld  have been 22 . . .  IlcfB 23 . f4 
IlaB 23. Jlg6! Black resig ned . 

11.4 REALIZATION OF POSITIONAL ADVANTAGE 

Positional advantage in endings with four rooks may consist of a passed 
pawn, weak pawns in the opponent's camp, or more active pieces, espe­
cially rooks. 

Gorgiev 
1 930 

570 6. +-
570. The decisive factor here is 

that White's pawn is advanced far­
ther. A sharp tactical clash resu lts in 
White's victory. 1 .  Jle1 1 But not 1 .  
lle2? , as it wi l l  become clear from 
the annotation to B lack's 5th move . 
1 . . .  �5 2. Jle7 � 3. Jlf71 The 
aim is not ach ieved by 3. Ile6 �e6 
4 .  b7 I'if6 5. �g5 !ifS 6. �g4 
Il bS=; or 3. �h7 �e7 4. b7 Ilf7 5 .  
�g6 Ilt6 6 .  �gS Il b6 7 .  Ila7 �dB 

Capablanca 

571 ... 
with a draw. 3 . . . W 4. b7 lif6 5. 
�h7 lib6 Losing is 5 . . .  llts , si nce 
after 6. Ilt2 ! I'if2 7. bB'fe the h2-
square is protected . That is why on 
the 1 st move Wh ite played 1 .  Il e 1 ! 
6. lia7 [But not 6 .  Ilg2? Il bS !  7.  
Ilg7 �e6=] 6 . • •  �e6 7. lia6 lia6 
8. b81V, and White wins .  

571 . I nstructive example .  Black is 
clearly better. The white rooks are 
doomed to passive d efense  of t he  
wea k  a3- a n d  c3-pawns ,  whi le the 
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black rooks are free at any moment 
to attack the opponent's pawn on 
the K-side.  1 . . .  lie4 2. lie2 lia4 
3. lia2 hS With the idea of fixi ng the 
g2-pawn by hS-h4 for a futu re 
attack by Ilg5 .  4. lid1 lida5 S. 
lida1 Both Wh ite's rooks are a 
sorry s ight .  S . . .  h4 6 .  �d2 
I ntend ing to transfer the king to b3 . 
6 . . .  �g7 7. �c2 ligS! 8. lig1 
More stubborn would have been 8 .  
�b3 Ilaa5 9 .  f3 . 8 . . .  lif4! 9. �d3 
[9 .  <it>b3 Il b5-+] 9 . . .  lif3 1 0. �e2 
If 1 0 . gf ,  then 1 0  . . .  Ilg 1 fol lowed by 
1 1 . . .  Il h 1 -+ 1 0  . . .  lih3, and Black 
wins easi ly. 

Kamsky - Short 
Linares, 1 994 

S72 /::,. ± 

S72. White ski l lfu l ly converts h is 
advantage into a win .  1 .  lid6 lie7 
2. lib6 lieS 3. lid2 �g8 Better is 
3 . . .  a3 4 .  ba Ilc3 5 .  Il b5 Ila3 6. 
He5 ,  thoug h  in this case too , 
B lack's defense is d ifficu lt .  4. lidS 
� S. liaS! Preventing a4-a3 and 
threaten ing Ilaa6 S . . .  lid7 6. �h3 
hS 7. liaa6 lie7 8. g4 Clearing a 
way for the king . 8 . . .  hg 9. �g4 " 
1 0. hS licc7 1 1 . f4! Weaker is 1 1 .  
Il b5 Il b7 and B lack has g ood 
drawing chances . 1 1  . . .  lic4 I f  now 
1 1 . . .  ef 1 2 . il b5 I'i b7,  then 1 3 . i!f5 
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mate ! ]  1 2. libS lie4 1 3. lies lies 
1 4. fe �e5 1 S. lia4 The rest is 
clear. 1S . . .  lib7 1 6. lib4 lic7 1 7. 
�gS �dS 1 8. �4 lif7 1 9. �e3 
lif1 20. lid4 � 21 . b4 �bS 22. 
lig4 lifS 23. lig7 lihS 24. lic7 
lies 2S. �d3 lidS 26. �c2 lidB 
27. lieS �b6 28. �b3 Ilea 29. 
�c4 lidB 30. bS lid6 31 . lies 
�c7 32. �c5 lid3 33. c4 �d7 34. 
lie4 lic3 3S. b6 lib3 36. lid4 
�c8 37. �c6 Black resigned . 

Kan - Capablanca 
Moscow, 1 936 

573 A 
S73. B lack has an edge .  H i s  

rooks can operate along the open 
a- and f-fi les ;  moreover, he can 
open up the position either on the 
Q-s ide ,  or on the K-side ,  wh i l e  
Wh ite does not have any  counter­
play. 1 . . .  bS 2. lifd2 2. f4 does not 
work in  view of 2 . . .  ef 3 .  Ilf4 Ha4 4. 
He3 Hc4 5 .  c3 d5, and Wh ite loses 
a pawn . 2 . . .  c5 3. �2 lia4 4. �e2 
� S. lid1 �e6 6. �d2 libB 7. 
lic3 gSI Start i ng  to p l ay on the 
K-side . 8. h3 hS 9. lih1 lid4 1 0. 
�e2 ligB 1 1 .  lid3 lia41 1 2. 
lihd 1 ?  g4 1 3. hg hg 14. �e3 lihBI 
1 s. lib3 [ 1 5 . tg? Hga 1 6 . �f3 Hta 
1 7 . �e3 Ilf4] 1 S  . . .  lih2 1 6. lid2 
lid4! 1 7. lie2 c6 1 8. lic3 g3 1 9. 
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lid3? By 1 9 . f4! Wh ite have 
retained the drawing chances , for 
example:  1 9  . . .  il h4 20. fe !ide4 
2 1 . �f3 !i hf4 22.  �g3 !ig4 23.  
�f3 !ie2 24.  �e2 with an approxi ­
mately equal game. 1 9  . . .  lih1 1 20. 
f4 Too late . 20 . . .  lif1 1 21 . fS CiPf6 
22. c3 lid3 23. �d3 dS 24. b3 c4 
2S. be be 26. �e3 lia1 1 27. � 
lia3-+ 28. �g3 [2a .  !ie3 !i b3 ! 
29.  �g3 d4-+ 1 28 . . .  nca 29. �h4 
lic1 30. g4 lih1  31 . �g3 d4 32. 
lia2 d3 33. �g2 lie1 34. � lie4 
3S. �. and White resigned . 

Capablanca - Janowski 
New York, 1 9 1 3  

S74 !.:::. 
S74. White's advantage is obvi ­

ous :  he possesses the open f-f i le 
and has a clear plan of creat ing a 
strong passed pawn on the e-fi le  
after the g2-g4-g5 advance , wh i le  
B lacks counterplay on the a-side is 
ski l lfu l ly suppressed . 1 .  g4 b6 2. 
b4! �b7 Stronger is 2 . . .  �ca . 3. 
� bS intend ing to open the a-f i le 
after 4 . . .  �b6 fol lowed by 5 . . .  a5 . 4. 
a4! Preventing  B lack's p lan . 4 . . .  
lid4 s .  lib1  lies 6. �e3 lid7 7. 
a51 "Freezing" the black a-s ide.  7 . . .  
nee 8. libt1 lide7 9.  gs  tg 1 o .  
ligS lih6 1 1 .  lig3 lihe6 
Preventing 1 2 . d3-d4. 1 2. h4 g6 1 3. 

ENDINGS WITH FOUR ROOKS 

ligS h6 No better is 1 3  . . .  !ie5 1 4. 
!ifa ilea 1 5 . !ie5.  1 4. lig4 lig7 
1 S. d4 �c8 1 6. lif8 �b7 1 7. e5 gS 
1 8 . �e4 liee7 1 9. hg hg 20. 
lif5+- �c8 21 . liggS lih7 22. 
lihS �d7 23. lih7 lih7 24. lif8 
lih4 2S. �3 lih3 26. �d2 c5 27. 
be lia3 28. dS Black resigned . 

Kosten - Speelman 
Hastings, 1 99 1  

S7S !.:::. 
S7S. Black wins ,  because h i s  

rooks are more active and  better 
coord inated than opponent's . 1 .  g4 
An attempt to create counterplay. 
Nevertheless ,  better is  1 . h4 ,  
because after the game move the 
g4-pawn requ i res a defense . 1 . . .  hg 
2. hg g6 3. �g3 �gSI The king has 
occupied the ideal position . 4. lif7 
lias s. lif8 lia1 [5 . . .  !i2a3 6 .  
!iaf6 ! e4 7 .  !ia6 with a draw. ] 6. 
�g2 lid1 In order to attack the g4-
pawn . 7. lib3 lid4 8. f3 This move 
is forced , by now the black rook 
invades of the 2nd rank .  8 . . .  lid2 9. 
�g3 lic61 1 0. libS lic3 But not 
1 0 . . .  !icc2 1 1 .  f4= 1 1 .  a4 lia2 1 2. 
aS liaa3-+ 13 .  llb6 Jlf3 1 4. �g2 
lif4 1 S. a6 e4 1 6. lif7 lia2 1 7. 
�g1 e3 White resigned . 

' 
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11 .  Positions to solve. 

1 -+ 4 

2 ± 5 -+ 

3 +- 6 +-
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12. QUEEN ENDINGS 

In this chapter we will study queen endings, 
with pawns or without them, as well as end­
ings with queen and minor piece against 
queen. Queen endings seem to be compli­
cated due to numerous checks and long play, 
but this complexity should not be overesti­
mated. As a matter of fact they are simple -
just don 't be afraid of checks! 

In order to understand queen endings, one 
should know principal methods of play and some typical positions. And, of 
course, while playing these endings, one should calculate numerous vari­
ations. 

Let us f irst examine ideas , wh ich are characteristic of queen endings ,  
and then consider some theoretical positions.  

12.1  MATING THREATS 

Queen is the strongest piece in chess, therefore mating threats are real 
even with a small number of pawns on the board or without pawns at all. 
Naturally king and pawns must help the queen to weave a mating net. As 
a rule this is possible when the stronger side 's pieces are active, while 
their counterparts are passive. 

Martens - Grabczewski 
Lund, 1 968 

576 A +-

576. Exploit ing bad positions of 
the opponent's p ieces , Wh ite 
mates by force. 1 .  1fe3 Only a draw 
resu lts from 1 .  �h8 �h7; or 

Neumann 
1 887 

577 A +-
1 .  �f8 <i!th5. 1 . . . �h7 2. 1fh3 �g8 
3. 1!fg41 The only way. 3 . . .  �8 [3 . . .  
<i!th7 4 .  �g7 mate] 4 .  1fc8 mate . 

I n  the fol lowing example Black is 
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unab le  to escape from mati ng 
threats , even though he is to move. 

5n. 1. �I Without check! White 
has four threats at once: 2. 1Jd1 ,  2. 
'Wh5,  2. 'it>r2, and 2. �g3, from 
which B lack is defenseless. White 
wins.  

Zvonitsky - Khmelnitsky 
URS, 1 988 

578. Despite h is passed pawn , 
White loses due to h is bad ly placed 
king . 1 . . .  't!rf3! Noth ing is achieved 
by 1 . . .  'f:i'f1 2 .  <i!?h4. 2. 1ff8 There is 
noth ing better. If 2 .  'f:i'd5 ,  then 2 . . .  
'fYf1 3 .  <i!?h4 f6-+ 2 . . .  �h7 3 .  1Jc5 
't!rf1 4. �h4 1Jg21 5. h3 1Je4 6. g4 
No better is 6 .  <i!?g5 <i!?g7 7 .  'f:fc7 
'f:fe3 8 .  <i!?h4 <i!?h6 9 .  'f:i'f4 g5 !  

579 

Peronake 
1 953 

+-

1 1 1  

6 . . .  1ff41 7. 't!re7 The best chance. 
I f  7 .  'f:i'd5 ,  then 7 . . .  'f:i'f2 8. <i!?g5 f6 
mate ; or 7.  'f:fc6 <i!?h6-+ 7 . . .  hg 8. 
hg 1fh2 9. �g5 1fh6 1 0. � 1ff4 
mate . 

579. The stronger side often suc­
ceeds by putting his opponent in zug­
zwang .  1. 1Je5 1Je7 [1 . . .  <i!?f8 2 .  'f:i'h8 
<i!?e7 3. 'f:i'd8 mate] 2. 'Wh8 1lt8 3. 
1Jd41 This "quiet" move leads to a 
victory. 3 . . .  1Je7 [or 3 . . .  <i!?e7 4. <i!?c7 
'f:fa8 (the only defense from mate) 5.  
'fYe5 <i!?f8 6 .  'f:i'h8+-1 4. f61 1Je6 5. 
rlic7 �8 6. 1Jd8 't!re8 7. 1Jd6 �8 
8. 1Jg3 fol lowed by 9.'t!rg7 mate. 

Moravec 
1 96 1  

580 � +-
580. White is three pawns down , 

but he wins! Time after time he puts 
h is  opponent i n  zugzwang by 
exploiti ng the bad position of Black's 
king .  1 .  't!rf4 [ 1 . 'fYf2? <i!?g5-+] 1 . . .  
't!rg4 2. 't!re31 This "quiet" move puts 
Black in  zugzwang . 2 . . .  b6 The black 
queen cannot move because of 
mate on g3 or h3. 3. 1Je7 't!rg5 4. 
1fe4 't!rg4 5. 1fe31 Everything is 
repeated . 5 . . .  b5 6. 1Je7 't!rg5 7. 
1Je4 't!rg4 8. 't!re3 b4 9. 't!re7 1Jg5 
1 0. 't!rb4 't!rg4 1 1 .  1Je7 't!rg5 1 2. 
't!re4 't!rg4 1 3. 't!re3 The last 
zugzwang .  Black is mated . 
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12.2 PERPETUAL CHECK 

Besides creating mating threats, a queen is often able t o  threaten o r  to 
give perpetual check in a position with a material or positional disadvan ­
tage. The stronger side must be very careful in order not to allow perpet­
ual check, especially if his own king is exposed. 

Smajovich - Babic Chiburdanidze - Gaprindashvili 
Yugoslavia, 1 949 Tbilisi, 1 984 

58 1 = 

581 .  Despite White's three extra 
pawns and tu rn to move , he is  
u nable to wi n d ue  to perpetual 
check. 1 .  1!fc5 The only move. If 1 . 
<i!ta5, then 1 . . .  'ti'a3 2 .  <i!tb6 'ti'e7= ; 
other moves lead to mate : 1 .  'ti'd5? 
'ti'c7 mate; 1 .  c5? 'ti'dB-+ 1 . . .  1!fd8 
2. �c6 1!fc8 3. �d6 1!ff8 4. �d5 
1!ff5 5. �d4 1ff21 with a draw by 
perpetual check. 

This tactical device often occurs 
in  practice: the king cannot "leave" 
the queen and is forced to move 
around it . 

582. I n  this position too, White man­
ages to draw by g iving perpetual 
check. 1 .  1!fg8 � 2. 1ff11 Bad is 2. 
'ti'b3? '@e2 3 .  <i!tg 1 <i!tg4-+ 2 ... «iftg4 
On 2. . .  '@f6 White gives perpetual 
check by 3. 'ti'd5 <i!tg4 4. '@d 1 'ti'f3 5 .  
'ti'd7; while after 2 . . .  <i!te4 3.  '@b3 
Black's chances of winning are highly 
problematic. 3. 1!fc4 � 4. 1!ff1 1 

582 6. = 

[4. 'ti'b3 'ti'e3+] 4 . . .  �e4 5. 1!fb1 ! 
[5 .  'ffc4 'ti'd4] 5 . . .  1i!n3 [5 . . .  <i!td4 6 .  
'@a1 ]  6. 1!ff1 �e3 7. 1!fe1 �d4 8 .  
1!fb4 �d3 9. 1!fb3 1!fc3 1 0. 1!fe61= 
1!fd2 1 1 .  �h3 1!fe3 1 2. 1!fa61 [ 1 2 . 
'iYh6? g4-+] 1 2  . . .  �d2 1 3. 1!fa2 
�e1 1 4. 1!fa1 � 1 5. 1!ff6 1!ff3 1 6. 
1!fb6 �e1 [ 1 6  . . .  '@e3 1 7 . 'f9f6 '@f3 
1 8 . '@b6=] 1 7. 1!fb4 � 1 8. 1!fb6 

583 

Alekhin - Reshevsky 
Amsterdam, 1 938  
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Black cannot h ide from checks .  
Draw. 

583. Black's only hope of a draw is 
perpetual check. 1 .  •a2 If 1 .  ¥We4, 
then 1 . . .  ¥Wd2 2. �h3 ¥Wd7 3. g4 
¥Wd 1 != 1 . . .  cSQ8 2. a4.c63. a5.a61 
Here the black queen is in the best 
place. It blockades the opponent's 
pawn , attacks it, and last but not least, 
threatens to g ive perpetual check. 

1 1 3 

4. g4 Nothing is achieved by 4. ¥Wd5 
�g7 5. V!'d4 �g8 6. 'ifb6 'ife2. 4 . . .  
g5 5. � •ds a. 'itif1 •aa 1. cSQ2 1t 
is difficult for Vlttlite to improve his 
position. 7 . . .  cSQ7 8. 11b2 cSQ8 9. 
1rb8 cSQ7 10 • •  e5 cSQ8 1 1 .  � 
•a7 1 2. � •as 13. <itd2 •c41 
Now the draw is evident. 14. 1!ff5 
•d4 1 5. �2 1rb2 Perpetual check. 
Draw. 

12.3 SAFE KING'S POSITION 

When the stronger side 's king is in safety, he can play comfortably being 
guaranteed against mate and perpetual check. This allows him to attack 
the opponent's king and pawns with his queen and the convertion of a 
material or positional advantage into a win becomes much easier. 

Maroczy - Marshall White rei nforces h is position .  8 . . .  
Carlsbad, 1 907 •f2 An attempt to create counter­

584 6. ± 

584. White's advantage is i n  h is 
safe king 's posit ion . He can attack 
the black king  and pawns without 
any risk. 1 .  �41 �g7 2. •g4 � 
3. •h5 �g7 4. •e81 Forc ing the 
opponent's reply. 4 . . .  •e2 5. •e7 
�g6 6. •fBI White draws a bead on 
the enemy king . Worse is 6 .  ¥Wc7 
'f!ig2 7. 'f!id6 in view of 7 . . .  e5,  and 
Black has chances for a draw. 6 . . .  
e5 Bad is 6 . . .  f 5  because o f  7. h4! 
e5 8. h5 �g5 9 .  h6 with the idea of 
1 0 . 'f!ig7+- 1. •ga �h6 a. h4 
8 .  

play by 8 . . .  d5 9. g4 'ti'f3 1 0. g5 
�h5 1 1 .  'ti'h7 �g4 1 2 . g6  d4 1 3 . cd 
ed fai ls due to 1 4. 't\Vc7+- 9. 'lrf8 
�g6 1 0. h5 �h5 1 1 .  'lrg7 'lr&t2 
I nsufficient is 1 1  . . .  f5 1 2 . 'ti'h7 �g5 
1 3 . 'ifc7 e4 1 4. fe fe 1 5 . ¥We7+- 1 2. 
'lrh7 '1rh6 1 3. g4 �g5 1 4. 'lrc7 'itif4 
1 5. 11b7 � 1  1 6. 11b41 The most 
precise . 1 6  . . . � Otherwise White 
plays 1 7 . V!'e4+- 1 7. •d6 �g4 1 8. 
c41 1f 1 8 . 't\ff6 , then 1 8  . . .  'ti'd5 ! ,  and 
the e-pawn g ives B lack d rawing 
chances . 18 . . .  e4 1 9. c5 f5 [ 1 9  . . .  
e3? 20.  'ti'd4+-] 20. c6 �8 No 
better is 20 . . .  e3 2 1 . 'ti'd4 't\Ve4 22.  
'ile4 fe 23 .  c7, and the pawn pro­
motes with check. 21 . c3 e3 22. 
•g61 Accuracy is necessary. After 
22.  c7 e2 23 . 't\Ve6 e 1 't\V  24. 'ti'e 1 
B lack has 24 . . .  'ti'h2 fol lowed by 25 
. . .  'f!ic7,  captur ing the pawn . 22 . . .  
�4 23. c7 e2 24. •e6 � 25. 
.f5 Simpler is 25 .  c8'ti' 't\Vc8 26.  
'f!ic8 e 1 'f!i  27. 'iff5+- 25 . . .  �g2 26. 
•g4 (c8't\V +-) 26 . . . � 27. •f4 
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�g2 28. 1re3 chf1 29. 1rf3 �e1 
30. 1rf4 Stronger is 30.  'i!Vf5+- 30 . . .  
1rc8 31 . 1rd6 chf2 32. 1rd8 e11r 
33.  Ilea lfd2 34. �a3 1Vc1 

Karpov - Vaganian 
Budapest, 1 973 

12.4 PASSED PAWN 

QUEEN ENDINGS 

35. �a4 1rf4 36. c4 B lack 
resigned .  

585. White has a n  extra pawn and 
with h is  king in  safety a win is sim ­
p l e .  1 .  a3 lfd6 2 .  lfb4 lff6 3. f31 1 n  
o rder  t o  offer an  exchange of 
queens on both e4 and e5 3 . . .  1!fh4 
4. �g1 1!fh5? A mistake . On the 
more stubborn 4 . . .  'i!Vf6 Wh ite 
wou ld play either 5. g3 ! , attacking 
on the K-side by the king  under 
cover of the pawns (or  5 .  <i!?f2 , 
bring ing the king to the b5-pawn ) 
5. lfe71 �h7 [5 . . .  'i!Vd5 6 .  '8e8 ,  
exchang ing queens . ]  6 .  g4 lfh3 7. 
lff7 +- �h8 8. 1re8 �h7 9. lfe4 
�g8 1 0. f5 1!fg3 1 1 .  chf1 1!fh3 1 2. 
�e2 1rg2 ,  and at last B lack 
resigned . 

A passed pawn is a very important factor in queen endings. The more 
advanced the pawns the more dangerous they are. In positions where 
both sides have passed pawns, a material advantage becomes of secon­
dary importance and the result depends on whose passed pawn is closer 
to its promotion square. Just one tempo may have a decisive effect on the 
assessment of the position. The weaker side often saves the game by sac­
rificing one or even more pawns in order to create a passed pawn, or to 
threaten its creation. 

Fine 
1 94 1  

586. I nstructive example.  B lack is 
unable to win ,  e . g .  1 . . .  h5 2. a6 h4 
3.  a7 h3 4. 1!fb7, and it is only White 
who can play for a win .  

587. White i s  obviously better 
thanks to his far advanced passed 
d-pawn . 1 .  1rg6 �g8 2. 1Ve8 �h7 
3. d6 lfd3 Defending such posi­
t ions is d ifficult ;  B lack's on ly hope 
is perpetual check. 4. �e6 1re4 5. 
�d7 1Vb7 6.  �d8 b5 Further 
checking does not make sense : 6 . . .  
'f¥a8 7 .  <i!fe7 '8e4 8 .  <i!?fB 'f¥f3 9 .  
'8f7 '8a8 1 0 . <i!fe7+- 7.  1rh5 �g8 



PASSED PAWN 

Sveshnikov - lvanovic 
Sarajevo, 1 983 

S87 6. 
8. •csl b4 9. d7 b3 Black is just 
one tempo too late . 1 0. 1tc81+-

Beliavsky - Vaganian 
Moscow, 1 975 

S88 .. 
S88. B l ack's task i s  to avo id  

perpetual  check.  1 . . .  c3 2. 1tb4 
�e3 3. as c2 4. Ires �d2 s. 1tb4 
1tc3 6. 1td6 �e31 After 6 . . .  �e2 
7 .  'ti'e6 �d3 8. 'ti'd6 �c4 Wh ite 
saves the game:  9. a6 c 1 'ti'  1 0 . 
a7= 7. 1tg3 �d4 B lack transfers 

1 1 5  

h is  ki ng  to the a-fi l e ,  where i t  wi l l  
h i de  i n  t h e  "shadow" o f  White's 
a-pawn . This device often occurs 
i n  q ueen end i ngs .  8 . ..  d6 �e4 
[8 . . .  �c4? 9. a6 != ]  9. 1tg6 [9. a6 
c 1 'ti'  1 0 . a7 'ti'1 a3 ! -+] 9 . . .  �dS 
1 0. 1tf7 �cs 1 1 .  1tc7 �b4 1 2  . 
.. b7 �a31 Natural ly, 1 2  . . .  �a5 is 
also win n i n g ,  but the m ove in the 
game i s  m u c h  stro n g e r. Wh ite 
res igned . 

589 

Ftacnik - Plachetka 
Czechoslovakia, 1 978 

= 

589. Black is two pawns down , 
but h is  passed e-pawn equal izes 
the chances . 1 . . .  e41 2. 1te8 �b6 
[2 . . .  'ti'd3] 3. 1tb8 �c6 4. bS �c5 
S. 1te8 �d41 Accuracy is requ i red 
of B lack ;  the natural 5 . . .  'ti'd3? 
loses after 6 .  'ti'c6 �b4 7 .  b6 e3 8 .  
�g5 e2  9. b7 'ti'e3 1 0 . �g4 'ti'd4 
1 1 .  �f3 ! e 1 lLl  1 2 . �e2 'ti'e5 1 3 . 
�f 1 +- 6. b6 'lrd6 [6 . . .  e3? 7 .  'ti'a4 
�e5 8 .  'ti'a1 +-] 7. �5 '1rcS 8. �4 
'lrd6 Draw. 

If, with the material being equal, only one side has a passed pawn, even 
not far advanced, then it is an important factor in fighting for a win. The 
weaker side has a hard job of defending his position. He has to aim for 
counterplay - to create a passed pawn or to go for perpetual check. 
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Lputian - Rublevsky 
Helsinki, 1 992 

590 1:::.. ± 

590. Of course, White is better. 
1 .  •e2 �h6 An inaccuracy. Correct 
is 1 . . .  �g8! 2. b4 tl¥b 1 3 .  b5 tl¥b3 
(or 3 . . .  tl¥b4) with good drawing 
chances . 2. b4 g5 3.  •e31 e4 

1 2.5 ACTIVE QUEEN 

QUEEN ENDINGS 

Stronger is 3 . . .  �g6. 4. •c5 •f3 
5. b5 �g6 [5 . . .  gh  6 .  tl¥e3+-] 6 • 

• e3 1rf5 7. b6 1!fd5 8. hg fg 9.  
1rc3 h4 Black exposes the oppo­
nent's k in g ;  sti l l  h is posit ion  
remains d ifficult .  1 0. gh gh Better i s  
1 0  . . .  tl¥d6 .  1 1 .  1!fc7 1!ff5 1 2. 1rd6 
�h5 1 3. 1rd1 �g5 Necessary was 
1 3  . . .  �h6.  14. 1!fd8 �h5 1 5. 1rh8 
�g4 1 6. 1!fg7 �h5 1 7. 1!fh8 �g4 
1 8. 1!fb21 Wh ite p lays precisely. 
1 8  . . .  1rf4 1 9. �g1 �5 [ 1 9  . . .  e3 
20. tl¥e2] 20. 1rg71 [20. b7 tl¥g4=] 
20 . . .  1rc1 21 . �g2 1!fc6 22. 1rf7 
�e5 23. b7 It's al l  over now. 23 . .  . 
e3 24. 1rf3 1!fc7 No better is 24 . .  . 
h3 .  25. 1re3 �5 26. 1!fd3 � 27. 
1rd4 �g5 28. 1rb4 h3 29. �h3 
1rd7 30. �g3 Black resigned . 

If the stronger side 's queen is active enough, then it gradually ties down 
the opponent's pieces, after which it is much easier to realize the advan­
tage. 

Let us consider a classic ending by Maroczy, the g reatest expert i n  
queen endings .  

Marshall - Maroczy 
Ostende, 1 905 

591 ... + 
591 . His  perfectly p laced queen 

and the opponent's weak e5-pawn 
secure Black an advantage. By pre-

c ise play he converts it i nto a win .  
1 . . .  1!fd1 2. •e1 1!fd3 3. �g1 .c21 
4. 1ra1 Better is 4. b4 tl¥b2 5. h4 h5 
6 .  tl¥e4, and White retains drawing 
chances . 4 . . .  a51 5. g3 I f  5 .  b4 ab 6 .  
ab ,  then 6 . . .  tl¥e4. 5 . . .  a4 6. f4 On 6 .  
tl¥a2 there fol lows 6 . . .  tl¥d 1 ;  wh i le  
6 .  �h 1 is met by 6 . . .  tl¥f2 fol lowed 
by h5-h4. 6 . . .  �g81 Zugzwang .  7. 
h3 h5 8. h4 �g7 9. �h1 1!ff2-+ 1 0. 
1!fg 1 1!fb2 1 1 .  1!fc5 b4 1 2. f51? The 
on ly opportun ity of counterplay. No 
better is 1 2 . �e7 in  view of 1 2  . . .  ba 
1 3 .  �f6 �g8 1 4. �d8 �h7 1 5 . 
'ti'f6 (or 1 5 . 'ti'e7) 1 5  . . .  'ti'b 1 fol ­
lowed by 1 6  . . .  'ti'f5-+ 1 2  . . .  ef 1 3. 
e6 ba 1 4. ef � 1 5. 1rc7 �e6 



The king easi ly h ides from checks . 
White resigned.  

Spassov - Ermenkov 
Varna, 1 975 

592 D. ± 

592. 1 .  1!fh41 The d ifference in  
the placing of  the queens is espe­
cial ly marked . 1 . . . �g7 On 1 . . .  ¥i'd7 
Wh ite can choose between the 
qu iet 2 .  b3 and sharp 2 .  ¥i'h6 1Va4 
3 .  �g2 ¥i'd 1 ! ?  4. 1Ve6 �g7 5. ¥i'g4 
�f7 6. �h3!  with a secure advan­
tage i n  both cases . 2. 1!fg4 �h7 3. 
'lfe6! �g7 After 3 . . .  'ti'd8 4. ¥i'f7 
�h8 5 .  ¥i'g6 ¥i'h4 6. �g2!  Black 
ends up in zugzwang and loses in  a 
pawn ending : 6 . . .  ¥i'g5 7. 1Vg5 hg 
8 .  �h3 , for example:  8 . . .  �g7 9. 
�g4 �g6 1 0 . h3 �h6 1 1 .  �f5 
�h5 1 2 . �e6 �h4 1 3 . �d6 �h3 
1 4. �c7 g4 1 5 . fg f3 1 6 . d6, and the 
rest is clear. 4. �g2 1!fb8 [4 . . .  ¥i'd8 
5. �h3 ¥i'f6 6. ¥i'd7 �g8 7. 
1Vc7+-] 5. 'lfe7 �g6 6.  �h3 
Havi ng fettered the opponent's 
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forces, White brings h is  king to help 
the queen , which qu ickly decides 
the game. 6 ••• 1!fc8 7. �h4 1!fb8 8. 
1!fe6 �g7 9. �h5 Black resigned .  

With a n  active ·queen i t  i s  much 
easier to convert a material advan­
tage i nto a win .  

Panchenko - Grabarczyk 
Katowice, 1 99 1  

593 D. +-
593. I n  this position White has a 

standard winn ing plan of the king's 
transference to the 0-s ide .  The 
central ized queen , however a l lows 
to wi n much q u icker. 1 .  1!fe51 
Some kind of zugzwang - the black 
queen does not a have good 
square to move to . 1 . . .  �h7 [ 1 . . .  
1Vc6 2 .  ¥i'b8 with 3 .V!fa7] 2. �g1 1  
Unclear is 2 .  1Ve7 ¥i'f5 . 2 .•• �h6 
There is noth ing better. 3. 1!fe7 1!ff5 
The on ly opportun ity of counter­
play. 4. 1!fd8 1!fb1 5. �h2 1!fb2 
Mate on h8 was threatened . 6. 1!ff8 
Black resigned . 

12.6 THEORETICAL ENDINGS 

12.61 Queen and pawn against queen 

We will now consider positions where the weaker side's king is far away 
from the pawn, because otherwise a draw is elementary. 



1 1 8 QUEEN ENDINGS 

If a central or bishop 's pawn has reached the 7th rank, then the stronger 
side succeeds almost always, precise play supposed. In some cases the 
win is secured if the pawn has reached the 6th or even the 5th rank. 
Defender's checks are dangerous only from a viewpoint  of the rule of 50 
moves. 

Velimirovic - Marjanovic 
Yugoslavia, 1 982 

594 D. +-
594. 1 .  �a71 1ra4 2. �b61 The 

king  attacks the queen ! This device 
often occurs in queen end ings .  
2 ••• 1rb3 3. �a51 1ra2 4 .  �b5 As 
wel l  as here ,  checks us.ual ly come 
to an end .  4 . . .  1ra8 5. c7 1rc8 A 
hopeless for B lack theoretical pos i ­
t ion has arisen .  No better is 5 . . .  
'@b7 6 .  �a5 '@as 7 .  �b6 ! '@ca a .  
'@c6 ! fol lowed by  �a7 and '@b7 +-
6. �b4 The king is heading for c 1 ; 
6 .  �b6 is winn ing too. 6 . . .  �e1 7. 
1rc1 Ci!if2 8. �a3 �g3 [or 8 . . .  '@a6 
9 .  �b2 '@b7 1 0 . �a 1 '@a6 1 1 .  
�b1  '@ca 1 2 . '@c2 �g3 1 3 . �c 1 
�f4 1 4. '@c6+-] 9. 1rc4 �h2 1 0. 
1rc2 �g3 1 1 .  �b2 �4 1 2. �c1 
�e5 1 3. 1rc6! Black res igned . 

595. 1 . . .  1rc5 [ 1 . . .  '@c7 2 .  �e8] 
2. �e8 1rb5 The best move . If 2 . . .  
'@e3 , then 3 .  '@e7+-; 2 . . .  '@h5 3 .  
�f8 '@c5 4 .  �g7 '@c7 (4 . . .  '@g 1 5 .  
�h8+-) 5 .  '@f5 �h4 (other king 
retreats do not save Black also: 

Fine 
1 94 1  

595 • +-
5 . . .  �h2 6 .  �f8 '@dB 7. �f7 '@c7 
8 .  �e8 '@c6 9 .  �e7 '@c7 1 0 . '@d5 !  
'@a7 1 1 .  �e6+-; 5 . . .  �g3 6 .  
�h6+-) 6 .  �g6 '@g3 7 .  �f7 '@b3 
8. '@e6 '@b7 9 .  '@e7+- 3. 1re6 �h2 
[or 3 . . .  �g3 4. �f7 '@b7 5. �g6 
�b 1 6 .  '@f5 '@b6 7 .  �h5+-] 4. � 
1rh5 Black also loses after both 4 . . .  
'@f 1 5 .  �e7+-; and 4 . . .. '@b7 5 .  
�g6 '@g2 6 .  �f6 '@f3 7 .  �f5 �c6 
8. �e7 '@c7 9. '@d5+- 5. �g7 

lvkov - Hartoch 
Rich, 1 969 



THEORETICAL ENDINGS 

figS 6. Ci!ih7 fldB 7. Ci!ig61 Ci!ih1 B. 
Ci!if7 Ci!ih2 9.  fle7, and White wins .  

596. 1 . . .  fla1 [ 1  . . .  'fi'g 1 · 2 . 
�c4+-] 2. CitieS Ci!if3 [or 2 . . .  'fi'a5 3 .  
�c6 'fi'a6 4.  �d7 'fi'b7 5 .  �e8 ! +-] 
3. fle61 fla5 4. CitieS fla6 5. Ci!ic7 
'f!/a7 6.  Ci!idB flbB 7. Ci!ie7 flc7 B. 
�6 Ci!ig2 9 .  d6 The 

l l 9  

pawn has reached the 6th rank; 
now a win is ach ieved easier. 9 . . .  
'flea 1 o. Ci!if7 'f!/f3 1 1 . Ci!ig7 'flea 
1 2. Ci!ih71 flc6 1 3. 'f!/g4 �1 1 4. 
flf5 �e1 1 5. d7 The rest is s imple .  
15 . . .  fld6 Or 1 5  . . .  �h 1 1 6 . �g7 
�g2 1 7. �f7+-; 1 5  . . .  �c7 1 6 . 
�g8 �d8 1 7 . �f7 fol lowed by 
'fi'e6-e7. 1 6. 'fla5 Black res igned . 

With a rook's or knight's pawn, a win is difficult and sometimes not pos­
sible at all. Nevertheless, the defender's task is not simple. We will now 
consider three practical examples in which the stronger side has man­
aged to succeed and let the computer programs prove whether or not a 
draw was possible! Over the board one must play without the computer's 
assistance. 

Pachman - Gligoric 
Moscow, 1 947 

597 A +-
597. 1 . . .  flf3 I f  1 . . .  �e6 ,  then 2 .  

�a4 �a6 (o r '  2 . . .  �a2 3 .  'fi'a3+-; 
2 . . .  �g8 3. �f8 'fi'a2 4.  �a3+-) 3 .  
�a5 �e6 4 .  �b4 �c2 5 .  'fi'c5 
�d3 6 .  �a3 �f7 (6 . . .  �a6 7 .  
�b4+-) 7 .  �b5 �e4 8 .  'ti'b 1 ,  and 
Wh ite queens. 2. �a4 flaB 3. fla5 
'f!/gB 4. 'f!/b4 Ci!ic2 5. fle4 Ci!ic3 6. 
'flf3 Ci!id4 No better is 6 . . .  �b2 
because of 7.  �g2 �c3 8. �g3 
�d4 9 .  �a3 'fi'a8 1 0 . �b2 �b7 
1 1 .  'fi'b3 �g2 1 2 . �a3+-; 6 . . .  �c2 
7. �g2 �c3 8. �g3 �d2 9. �b4 
�e2 1 0 . 'fi'h2 �d3 1 1 .  'fi'h3 �c2 

Barlov - Soltis 
New York, 1 988 

59B A +-
1 2 . �c3 �d 1 1 3 . �b3+- (analysis 
by the computer program "Bel le") . 
7. 'flfB 'fla2 B. 'fla3 'f!/gB Other 
queen retreats also lose : 8 . . .  �g2 
9 .  �b4 �e5 1 0 . 'fi'b8+-; 8 . . .  'fi'c2 
9. �b3 'fi'c6 1 0 . �a3+-; 8 . . .  �f7 9 .  
�b4 �e5 1 0 .  �b8+- 9. 'f!/b31 'flaB 
[9 . . .  �e8 1 0 . �a3+-l 1 0. Ci!ib4 
'flbB 1 1 . Ci!ia3 , and White wins .  

59B. 1 . . .  'fla5 2. Ci!ib7 'fld5 3. 
�c7 'f!/c5 4. Ci!id7 'f!/d5 5. 'fld6? 
Stronger is 5. �e7 �c5 6. �f7 
�d5 7. �f8 �a8 8. �g7 �e2 9 .  
'fi'c2 �f 1 1 0 . �b 1 �f2 1 1 .  b7  �b8 
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1 2 . !Ye4 �g3 1 3 . �f7 !Yc7 1 4. 
!Ye7 Wf4 1 5 . �g7 'f¥b8 1 6 . �g6 
�f3 1 7. �f6 !Yf4 1 8 . �g7 !Yg3 1 9 . 
�f7 !Yb8 20. �e6 �g2, and White 
wins (analysis by "Bel le") 5 . . .  f!/f7 
6. chca f!/e8 7. chc7 f!/f7 8. chc6 
f!/c4 9. f!/c5 f!/e6 1 o. chbs f!/e8 1 1 .  
<has f!/a8 1 2. <hb4 f!Jb8 1 3. f!/ts 
<hg1 14. f!/g6 chh1 1 5. f!/c6 <hg1 
1 6. chb5 chf1 17. cha6! <he1 1 8. 
f!/e6 chf1 1 9. b7 <hg1 20. chb6 
(with the idea of 2 1 . !Yc6+-) 20 . . .  
f!/d8 21 . cha7 Black res igned.  

Of course, Black could defend bet­
ter, but over the board it was difficult. 

599. 1 . • •  f!/g3 2. f!/c1 Better is 2 .  
'f¥f6 . 2 . . .  f!/g4 3. chc7 f!/g7 4 .  chb6 
f!/f6 5. cha7 It is hard to say, where 
the defender should keep his king . 
5 . . .  f!/e5 Black central izes his queen 
and so far it seems that he does not 
have a clear winning plan . 6. f!/g1 
chh3 7. fflh1 Checks are not always 
good ; better is 7. !Yg6 .  7 . . .  chg4 8. 
f!/d1 chf4 9. f!/f1 chg5 1 0. f!/g2 cht6 
1 1 .  f!/f3 che7 Black brings his king 
closer to the opponent's king in 

600. 1 . . •  f!/e8 The best opportu -

QUEEN ENDINGS 

Gligoric - Timman 
Bugojno, 1 980 

599 .. 
order to cover from checks . 1 2. 
f!/a3 f!/d6 1 3. f!/f3 Better is 1 3 . 
We3 �d8 1 4 . 'f¥f2 ,  preventing  the 
pawn's advance . 13 . . .  f!/d4 1 4. 
chb7 h4 1 5. f!/h5 chd6 1 6. f!/g6 
chcs 1 7. f!/c6 chb4 1 8. f!/g2 f!/c4! 
1 9. chb6 f!/cs 20. chb7 f!/d4 21 . 
chc6 f!/c3 22. chd7 f!/d3 23. che6 
[23 .  �c6 ! ]  23 . . .  h3 24. fflh2 chc3 
25. f!/e5? <hc2 26. fflh2 <hd 1 27. 
fflh1 <hd2 28. chf6 f!/e3 29. chfs? 
f!/f21 30. ches [30 .  �g4 Wg2-+ J 
30 . . .  f!/e1 White res igned . 

12.62 Queen and two pawns against queen 

A win in positions with two extra pawns is simple provided only that there 
is no immediate perpetual check. Which pawns are of small importance: 
connected, isolated, or doubled. 

n ity. 2. chc4 f!/e2 3. chc5 The ki ng 
easi ly h ides from checks . 3 . . .  f!/e7 
[or 3 . . .  'f¥f2 4. �c6 'f¥f6 5 .  �c7 
\!'g7 6. Wd7+-1 4. f!/d6 f!/g5 [4 . . .  
!Ye3 5 .  Wd4] 5. chc6 f!/g2 6 .  chc7 
f!/g7 7. f!/d7 Black was unable to 
prevent Wh ite from ach ieving this 
position . 7 . . .  f!/c3 8. chd6 chb8 9. 
f!Jb5, exchanging queens on the 
next move . 

601 . 1 . . .  f!/g2 It does not matter, 
wh ich checks Black g ives .  2. f!/g4 
f!/d5 Or 2 . . .  Wd2 3 .  �g6 Was 4. f6 
�c7 5 .  Wc4 �d7 6 .  Wd4 �c8 7. f7 
!Ya6 8 .  �h7, and White wins .  3. 
f!/a4 che7 4. f!/b4 � 5. chf4 
Zugzwang . 5 . . .  f!/c6 6. f!Jb3 chf8 7. 
f!/a3 chg7 and Black resigned in 
view of 8. We7 �h8 9 .  Wf8 �h7 
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600 

Fine 
1 94 1  

Larsen - Gligoric 
Bled/Portoroz, 1 979 

+-

601 A +-
1 0 .  \'Wf7 �h8 1 1 . \'Wh5 �g7 1 2 . 
'iYg6+-

602. 1 .  g3 �g8 2. 't!rd8 �h7 3. 

Reshevsky - Geller 
Sousse, 1 967 

602 .6. 

1 2 1  

'lrd7 �g8 4. 't!rd5 I t  i s  always 
usefu l  to centra l ize a quee n .  4 . . •  

�g7 5.  �h3 't!re2 6.  't!rd7 �g6 7. 
't!rd6 �g7 Or  7 . . .  <it?g5 8 .  \'Wd8 
<it?h6 9 .  'iVh8 �g6 1 0 . 'iVgB �h6 
1 1 .  g 5  �h5 1 2 . \'Wh7 �g5 1 3 . 
\'Wh4 <it?f5 1 4 . \'Wf4 fol l owed by 1 5 . 
\'Wg4 ,  exc han g i n g  q u eens .  8. 
�h4 't!re4 9.  't!rd7 �h6 1 0. 't!rd2 
�h7 1 1 .  't!rc1 Tak ing control over 
the h 1 -square .  1 1  . . .  'lrd5 1 2. g5 
't!re4 1 3. 't!rt4 't!rh 1 1 4. �g4 't!rd1 
1 5. 't!rt3 'lfa4 1 6. �h51 'Ires 1 7. 
�h4 �g8 1 8 . g6 1  't!re7 [ 1 8  . . .  
'iYg6 1 9 . \'Wg4 �h8 ! 20 .  'iVh5+-] 
1 9. �g4 'Ires 20. 'lft5 'lfe2 21 . 
�h31 B lack res ig ned . 

12.63 Queen and knight against queen 

Queen and knight are normally unable to win against queen, but in some 
exceptional cases the win is possible due to badly placed opponent's 
pieces, with the stronger side 's pieces being coordinated. 

603. 1 .  1!Vt8 �e6 [ 1 . . .  <it?g5 2 .  �b1 1 0 . \'Wb3+-] 5. �41 Al l  White's 
'iVf4 �h5 3. \'Wg4, mating . ]  2. 1!Vf7 pieces are perfectly coord inated . 
�d6 3. 1!Vd7 �c5 4. 1!Vc6 �d4 [or 5 . . .  'lfa2 Mate by 6 . \'Wc4 was 
4 . . .  �b4 5. �d3 �b3 6. 'iYd5!  �c2 threatened , wh i le after 5 . . .  'iYf 1 6. 
7 .  lLlb4 �c 1 8. 'iYc4 �b2 9. lLld3 lLJf3 <it?d3 7. \'Wb5 Black lost his 
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Vandicst 
1 952 

603 6. +-
queen . 6. lilf3 �d3 7. lile1 ! �d4 8. 
lilc2 �d3 9.  lilb4, forki ng  the 
queen . 

If the defender's king and queen 
are p laced on the edge  of the 
board ,  then the stronger side is 
able to mate the opponent's king­
with h is queen and kn ight without 
any help from his king .  

604 

Yuzef 
1 978 

+-

QUEEN ENDINGS 

604. White wins by force. 1 .  1!fg2 
1!fb7 2. 1!fg8 �a7 3. 1!fg1 �a8 4. 
1!fa1 1!fa7 5. 1!fh1 1!fb7 6. "lfh8 
�a7 7. 1!fa1 1!fa6 8. 1!fg1 �a8 9. 
1!fg8,  and White wins .  The maneu­
vers of the white q ueen are very 
impressive . 

Let us now consider a practical 
example .  

Lengyel - Levy 
Cienfuegos, 1 972 

605 ... -+ 

605. 1 . . .  1!ff4 2. �e6 [2 .  �g6 
tiles 3. �g7 �f7-+] 2 . . .  lilc51 3. 
�e7 1!fh41 4. f/ilf7 [ 4 .  �d6 loses 
also : 4 . . .  �f6 5. �c7 �e7 6. �b6 
lild7 ! ]  4 . . .  "lfh7 5. " lile4 6. �e6 
1!fg6 7. �d7 1!ff7 8. �c8 lild6 9. 
�b8 1!fe8 1 0. �a7 lilb5 1 1 .  �b7 
1!fe4! 1 2. �b8 1!fe5 1 3. �b7 1!fd5 
Black's queen has approached the 
white king with checks ,  c l imbing 
the "staircase". 1 4. �b8 1!fd8 1 5. 
�b7 lild6 1 6. �a7 1!fa5 1 7. �b8 
1!fb6 , mating . 

. 

1 2.64 Queen and bishop against queen 

A win with queen and bishop against queen is possible only in studies 
where the weaker side 's pieces are extremely badly placed. 
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Khavel 
1 926 

606 !:::. +-
606. The poor posit ion of Black's 

queen is the cause of his defeat . 1 .  
lrd7 �c4 [or 1 . . .  <i!te5 2 .  �g7!  
<i!te6 3 .  �e7 <i!tf5 4.  �f6 <i!tg4 5 .  
�g5+-l 2. 'lrbs �d4 3. Af2 �c3 
4. Ae1 1  �d4 [4 . . .  <i!tc2 5 .  �c4+-] 
5. lfb2 �c5 6. lfb6 �c4 7. lfb4 
�d3 8. lrc3 �e2 [8 . . .  <i!te4 9 .  
�c6] 9 .  lfd2, winn ing the queen or 
mati ng .  

I n  these end i n gs the  stronger 
s ide shou ld place h is queen and bi­
shop on opposite colored squares 
where they supplement each other. 

Halberstadt 
1 928 

607 !:::. +-

1 23 

607. I n  th is position B lack's k ing 
is p laced bad ly. 1 .  �cB lfc3 2. 
Ac7 �a7 There is noth ing else . 3. 
lfh1 1  'lrb2 4. lff3 f5 Black is in 
zugzwang and loses i n  a l l  cases . I f  
4 . . .  f6 , then 5 .  �d5+-; on 4 . . .  
�b4 Wh ite mates by: 5 .  �f2 <i!ta6 
6. �e2 �b5 7. �a2+-; on 4 . . .  
�h8 there fol lows 5 .  il.d8 �b2 6 .  
�f7 <i!ta6 7 .  �c4 �b5 8 .  �a2+-
5. IreS lfb4 6. Ad61 1fb6 7. Ac5 , 
and Wh ite wins .  
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12.  Positions to solve. 

1 -+ 4 +-

2 = 5 

3 +- 6 ·  -+ 
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7 -+ 1 0  +-

8 -+ 1 1  = 

9 +- 1 2  
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1 3  1 6  + -

14 +- 17  +-

15  +- 1 8  + -
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13. QUEEN AGAINST TWO ROOKS 

A battle of a queen against two rooks is 
always sharp and complicated. Two rooks 
are said to be slightly stronger than a queen, 
but the correct assessment depends on a 
situation on the board. As a rule, tactical 
players prefer to have a queen whilst posi­
tional players prefer two rooks. 

13.1  QUEEN IS STRONGER THAN TWO ROOKS 

13.11 Creation of mating threats 

If the defender's pieces are passive, the stronger side's queen, king and 
pawns can weave a mating net. 

Salvioli 
1 887 

Karpov - Timman 
Tilburg, 1 977 

� � � � � � 
608. After 1 .  1rc41 , threaten ing 2 .  609. 1 . 1113 lig4 [1  . . .  cr!th4 2. 'ffh3 

'fff4+ fol lowed by 3. 'ffb4 with mate mate] 2. � liaa4 3. 1rd5 .JigS [3 . . .  
on t he  next move , B lack is  g5 4 .  'fff7 mate] 4. g41 liag4 5. 11131 
defenseless . 1 . . .  lia3 [or 1 . . .  Iid2 Zugzwang .  5 . . . lif5 6. 'tlg4 mate. · 

2. 'fff 1  .il d 1  3 .  'fff4 cr!tb1  4. 'ffb4 I n  this position too Black is help­
fol lowed by 5 .  'ffb2 mate] 2. Cil>b4 less , h is  king cannot escape from a 
Cil>b2 3. 1!fe2+- mating net. 

13.12 Rooks are disconnected or passive 

In these cases the stronger sides gets an opportunity to win one of the 
rooks with checks. 
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Gromov 

61 0 6. +-
610. The black rooks are discon­

nected and this g ives White an 
opportunity to win one of them by a 
series of precise checks.  1 .  �I The 
aim is not achieved by 1 .  �e3? �g3 
2. 'iff2 �h3 3. 't\ft5 Ilg4 4. 'ifh5 
Ilh4 5. 't\Vt3 �h2 6. �f2 (or 6. 'ift2 
�h3 7. �3 I:lg4! , and it is Black who 
has winning chances) 6 . . .  Ilg 1 ! 1 . • .  

cSg31 [ 1  . . .  �g 1 2 .  'ifb1 +-] 2. 1fd3 
Cifif2 3. 1115 cSg3 4. ..e5 Cifif2 All 
Black's moves are forced . 5. 1fc5 
cSg3 No better is 5 . . .  �e 1 6 .  't\Ve7 
�d 1 7 .  'ifd7 �c 1 8 .  'ifd2 �b1 9 .  
'ifb2 mate . 6 .  •c7 cSg2 7 .  'flb7 
cSg1 8. 'flb1 , and White wins. 

61 1 .  In th is example Black also 
loses a rook. 1 .  'We7 cSgB 2. cSg5! 
liaS The alternatives do not save 
either: 2 . . .  !lt8 3 .  �g6 ll h6 4. �h6 
I:lt6 5 .  �g5! +-; 2 . . .  Ilc2 3. 't\fe6 
�g7 (3 . . .  �f8 4. 't\ft5 )  4. 't\fg6+-; 
2 . . .  Ilc1 3.  't\Ve8 �g7 4 .  'ife5 �g8 
5 .  'ifb8 �h7 6 .  'ifh2 �g8 7 .  't\fa2 
�g7 8 .  'ifb2+- 3. •e6 cSg7 4. •f6 
cSgB 5. cSg6 lih7 6. 'We6 Ci!?fa 7. 
1ff5 Bad is 7 .  �h7? due to 7 . . .  I:la7 
8 .  �g6 llg7 9 .  �f6 (9 .  �f5 Ilf7=)  
9 . . .  Ilg6 !  with a draw. 7 . . •  cSgB 8. 
'Wd5 fol lowed by 9. •aa , winn ing . 

61 1 

61 2 

QUEEN AGAINST TWO ROOKS 

Rinck 
1 9 1 6  

Jansa - Sokolov 
Gausdal, 1 990 

+-

= 

612. Black must coord inate h is 
rooks ,  otherwise he wi l l  lose . 1 . • .  

cSa7! The on ly move . Black loses 
after both 1 . . .  Iltc5 2. �d4 Ila5 
(2  . . .  �a7 3 .  't\fe7+-) 3 .  %\Va8+-; and 
1 . . .  I:lt4 2. �d3+- 2. a61? Nothing 
is ach ieved by 2 .  c7 Iltc5 3 .  �d4 
Ild5!  4. 'ifd5 Ild5 5. �d5 �b7 6 .  
�d6 �c8 ! with a d raw; or 2 .  't\fe7 
�a6 3 .  c7 Iltc5 4. �d4 I:ld5 5 .  
�e4 I:le5! 6 .  'ife5 Ile5  7 .  �e5 
�b7= 2 . . .  lifc5 Bad is 2 . . .  �a6? 3 .  
't\Va8 �b6 4.  '8b7+-; 2 . . .  Il bc5? 3 .  
�d4 �a6 4. 't\Va8 �b6  5 .  'ti'b7 
�as 6. c7+- 3. cSd4 cSa6? This 
loses. No better is 3 . . .  Ilc6? 4.  
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Yi'd7 �b6 S .  lib7+-; or 3 . . .  lic1 ? 
4. 'fi'e7! �a6 (4 . . .  �a8 S .  c7+-) S .  
'fi'a3+-; A draw could have been 
obtained by 3 . . .  lic2! 4.  'fi'e7 (or 4. 
c7 li bcS=) 4 . . .  �a6 S. c7 li bcS 

13.13 Passed pawn 

1 29 

6 .  'fi'cs lies 7. �cs �b7= 4. 'Ira& 
�b6 5. 'lrb7 �as 6. 'lra7 �b4 7. 
'lre71 +- [7 . . .  lias 8 .  c7] B lack 
res igned . 

A queen lends effective support to passed pawns. A passed pawn sup­
ported by a queen is able to tie both the opponent's rooks, whilst at  the 
same time the queen can exert pressure all over the board. 

Fischer - Byrne 
USA, 1 963 

61 3 /:::,. 
6 13. White's plan involves a king's 

transfer to b7 fol lowed by 'fi'd7 or 
'@e6 , after wh ich the f i rst of h i s  
c-pawn queens. 1 .  �b3 gS  2 .  �a4 
Ila8 3.  c4 h5 4. c5 The second c­
pawn is advanced closer to the pro­
motion square .  4 . . .  h4 5. �bS �h8 
6. a4 �g8 [6 . . .  fS 7.  '@c6 �g7 8 .  
'@d7+- ( o r  8 .  'fi'e6 !+-)] 7 .  �b6 f5 
[or 7 . . .  �h8 8 .  '@a8 !  liaS 9 .  �b7 
ilf8 1 0 . c8'ti'+-] 8. 'lrdSI Now 8 .  
�a8? leads only to a d raw: 8 . . .  
Haa 9 .  �b7 ilf8 1 0 . ca� ilea 1 1 .  
�c8 g4= 8 . . .  �g7 9. �b7 �g6 1 0. 
1fe6 �g7 [ 1 0 . . .  �hS does not save 
either in view of 1 1 .  c6 g4 1 2 . �fS ! 
lifS 1 3 . fg �g4 1 4 . �a8 lif8 1 S . 
�b7 �g3 1 6 . ca'@ lies 1 7 . �ca 
�g2 1 8 . c7 h3 1 9 . �b7 h2 20. 
9 .  

Miles - Ljubojevic 
Linares, 1 985 

61 4 /:::,. . 
c8'@ h 1 '@  2 1 . �c6+-] 1 1 .  •e7 
�g6 1 2. f41 gf 1 3 . 'lrh4 B lack 
res igned .  

614. Black's task is t o  advance 
his pawn to a2, after which the 
white rooks wi l l  be tied . Then he at­
tacks the opponent's K-side with 
his ki ng and pawns. There is no way 
for White to cou nter this plan . 1 .  
�1 No better is 1 .  �d 1 �b3 2 .  
�d2 a2 3 .  lia1  '@d3 4.  �c1 ; or 1 .  
ild2 a2 2 .  il a 1  '@b 1 3 .  ild 1  
'@b2-+ 1 . . .  •b3 2. Ilc7 [2 .  ilc3 
'@bS fol lowed by 3 . . .  a2] 2 . . .  a2 3. 
Ila7 'lrb2 4. Ile1 g51 5. g3 'lrb1 1  
Depriving White of any activity. 6. 
Ila8 �g6 7. h3 fS 8. Ila6 �h5 9. 
Ila8 h6 1 0. Ila7 [ 1 0 . Has �d3 1 1 . 
ile2 ( 1 1 .  �g2 �d2-+) 1 1 . . .  �d 1 !  
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1 2 . lle1  't!¥b 1 -+ zugzwang] 1 0  • • •  

f4 1 1 . ef gf 1 2. gf �h4 1 3. lla3 h5 
1 4. f5 �g5 1 5. lla5 1fd3 1 6. lle2 
1fd1 17. lle1 1fb1 1 1 8. lla8 [ 1 8 . 
h4 <ii!?f6] 1 8  . . .  �5 1 9. llf8 �g5 20. 

QUEEN AGAINST TWO ROOKS 

lla8 �h4 21 . lla3 1fb2 22. lla8 
�h3 23. �g1 1i'b1 24. lla3 �g4 
25. llf1 h4 26. lla8 h3 Wh ite 
res igned . 

13.2 SUCCESSFUL BATTLE OF TWO ROOKS 
AGAINST A QUEEN 

In these endings the decisive factor is the coordination between the 
rooks. The best situa tion is when the rooks are doubled either on the 
penultimate rank, or on the b- or g-files, with the opponent's king being 
cut on the edge of the board. 

Rinck 
1 9 1 6  

61 5 6. +-
615. This example perfectly de­

monstrates the power of two rooks 
doubled on the 7th rank .  1 .  llh7 
�g8 2. llh� �h8 3. llb�I N� 
th ing is achieved by  3 .  llf7 't!¥d6=;  
or 3 .  lla7 '@g8 .4. <ii!?f2 't!¥f8 5 .  <ii!?g 1  
'@g7!  with a draw. 3 . . .  �g8 I f  3 . . . 

'@g8 ,  then 4. <ii!?f 1  't!¥f8 (the queen 
is deprived of the c4-square)  5 .  
llf7 '@gB 6 .  lla7 �ea 7.  ll h7 <ii!?gB 
8 .  llag7 <ii!?f8 9 .  llh8,  winn ing the 
queen . 4. lla7 �h8 5. llf7 1!re8 6. 
c!>r2 �g8 [or 6 . . .  '@g8 7. <ii!?f 1  +-] 7. 
llg7 �8 8. llh7, and White wins.  

This study made qu ite an impres­
sion on me - I understood what the 

7th rank  is. Soon I managed to 
carry out the fol lowing combina­
tion . 

Panchenko - Zaichik 
Leningrad, 1 976 

61 6 6. 
6 16. 1 .  Af71 lle7 2. de llff7 Or 

2 . . .  Ae5 3 .  !le5 ! lle5 (3 . . .  lLle5 4.  
Ae6) 4. 't!¥f4 g5 5 .  't!¥c4± ; More 
stubborn would have been 2 . . .  lLle5 
3. Ae5 He5 4. �g4 with an extra 
pawn for White . 3. 1!rf71 llf7 4. e6 
�e5 The alternatives are even 
worse . 5. ef 1ff7 6. Ae5 Ae5 7. 
lle5 1!ra2 8.  Ilea �c7 9. lle7 �c8 
1 0. llde1 1 Start ing my combina­
tion , I p lan ned to double my rooks 
on the 7th rank .  The immed iate 1 0 .  
lldd7, however, does not work due 



SUCCESSFUL BATTLE OF TWO ROOKS AGAINST A QUEEN 1 3 1  

to 1 0  . . .  Vib2 , threaten ing to g ive 6 1 8. B lack ski l lfu l ly explo its a 
perpetual check by ffc 1 -f4. 1 0. . .  poor posit ion o f  t h e  opponent's 
1!fb2 1 1 .  llt7! White protects the king .  1 . . .  lld81 2. 1fh3 [2 .  Vies 
f4-square and prepares to double loses r ight off due to 2 . . .  �h7 3.  
h is rooks .  1 1 . . .  �d8 1 2. llee7 '1fc3 ¥Wa 1 ild2] 2 . . .  lld1 3. �g2 lld2 4. 
1 3. llb7 Here Black resigned , but I �g1 [4. �g3 ildf2-+] 4 . . .  llb71 5. 
was d isappointed - so pleasant was 'lff1 llb2 6. h4 llbc2 7. h5 [7. g5 
the position . �g8-+] 7 . . .  gh 8. gh �h61 9. c5 

Georgiev - lonescu 
Sofia, 1 986 

61 7 D. +-
617. White wins by force . 1 .  llf3 

�h4 2. llf81 'lfc1 3. �h2 'lfd2 4. 
llg2 'llh6 The on ly move . 5. llf3 
'lfe6 6. llfg31 (7 .  llg8)  6 . . .  'lld7 7. 
llg8 'lfh3 8. �g1 'lfe3 9. �h1 
'lfc1 1 0. llg 1 'lfh6 1 1 .  ll8g2 
Black resigned . A study in a practi ­
cal game. 

61 8 

Stanciu - Vaisman 
Romania, 1 978 

No better is 9. ¥Wf6 �h5 1 0 .  Vi'e5 
�g4 1 1 .  Vi'f5 �g3 , and the black 
k i n g  h ides  from c h ec ks on the 
Q-side.  9 . . .  llb21 But  not  9 . . .  �h5 
because of  1 0 . ti'h3 !  1 0. �h1 [ 1 0 . 
ti'e 1 ilg2 1 1 .  �f1 ll h2-+] 1 0  . . .  
llf2 1 1 .  'lfd3 [ 1 1 .  ti'g 1 � h 5  1 2 . 
ti'd 1 �h4 1 3 . ti'e 1 ll be2] 1 1 . . .  
llbd2 1 2. 'lfe3 �h7 1 3. �g1 llfe2 
White resigned . 

The fol lowing two examples de­
monstrate the power of two rooks in  
real ization of  a positional advan­
tage.  

Gurgenidze - Averbakh 
Baku, 1 96 1  

61 9 D. 
61 9. White's plan is typical for 

posit ions of this type: 1 )  to attack 
the f7-pawn twice,  thus  forc ing  
Black to  advance i t ;  2)  to  double 
the rooks on the 7th rank ;  Black wi l l  
have to defend passively ;  3 )  to 
transpose into a won pawn end ing . 
1 .  �g2 �h6 2. lld1 'lfe2 3. lld7 
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•c2 Black's only chance is to at­
tack one of the rooks . 4. litig1 f5 
Black is unable to avoid this weak­
en ing .  Sti l l ,  more stubborn would 
have been 4 . . .  't!fe2 .  5 . .fle1 •ca 6. 
.flee7 1rh8 7. f41 .. a1 8. lifih2 'eb2 
9. lifih3 •ha 1 0. lib7 •ga 1 1  . .flf7 
White prepares to transfer h is king 
to the a-s ide.  1 1  . . .  'lrha 1 2. litig2 
•ga 13. � lfha 14. lifie2 •ea 
1 5. Cifid2 •da 1 6. lific2 •ca 1 7. 
libc7 •ha 1 8. litid3 •da 1 9. litic4 
•ga 20. CitieS 'lrha 21 . lih71 '&h7 
22. lih7 lifih7 23. Cifid5 Cilig7 24. 
CitieS Black resigned . 

losif - Susterman 
Bucharest, 1 993 

620 .. 
620. Black has an obvious advan­

tage ,  and the young  Mo ldavian 
player accurately converts it into a 
win .  1 . . .  .fl8d51 2. b4 The best 
chance. 2 . . .  lig5 3. g4 ab 4. 'eb4 
.flgd5 5. •e4 lies 6. •ea lifih7 7. 
'lre1 .flcc2 8. •f1 Cilig8 9. a5 .fla2 
First of al l  B lack must e l im inate the 
a-pawn . 1 0. a6 .fld6 1 1 .  'lrc1 .fle61 
Avoid ing eventual perpetual check. 
1 2. h4 naa6 1 3. •ca lifih7 14. 
•c2 g6 1 5. Cilig2 [ 1 5 . h5] 1 5  . . .  

QUEEN AGAINST TWO ROOKS 

nac6 1 6  . ..  d3 lied6 1 7  . ..  e2 nca 
1 8. h5 g51 White is doomed . 1 9. 
� .flf6 20. Cilig2 lif4 21 . ..  d 1  
.flcc4 22. •b1 .flce4 23. •d3 
lig4 24. � .flgf4 25. Cifig3 Cifih6 
26. •da nea 21. litig2 lifihs 2a . 
'lrha litig4 29. •ca f5 30. It'd& 
lig3 31 . Cifih2 lif2 32. lifih1 lif1 
33. cilh2 .flgf3 34. •d4 lif4 White 
resigned .  

Portisch - Smyslov 
Havana, 1 964 

621 .. 
621 . Defend i n g  with two rooks , 

one has an i m portant defens ive 
resource :  to sac r if ice one of the 
rooks in  o rd e r  to set up a 
fortress . 1 . . .  lib21  Bad i s  1 . . .  
!l ee2? due  to 2 .  't!fd5 fl a2 3 .  
b5+- 2 .  'lrb5 Or  2 .  b 5  fl e5 !  3 .  a6 
( 3 .  b6 fla5 4 .  b7 !l abS= ) 3 . . .  
!l bb5 !  4 .  a7 fla5 5 .  �d8 'i!th7 6 .  
a8't!f !l as 7 .  �a8 !l e6 ,  and B lack 
has constructed a fortress . 2 . . .  
.fle4 3 .  'lrb8 Cifih7 4 .  b5 .fleb4 5 .  
b6  lib51 6 .  'lra7 f51 7. 'lraa Ilb 1  
8 .  Cilig3 li 1 b3 9 .  lifif2 lib2 1 0. 
litig 1 lib1  1 1 .  litih2 n 1 b2 1 2 . 
'lra6 lib1  1 3 . •as The p layers 
ag reed a d raw. 
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622 

Honfi - Kallinger 
Corr., 1 99 1  

13. Positions to solve. 

1 +-

2 +-

1 33 

622. Wh ite's posit io n  l ooks 
hopeless but by sacrif ic ing a rook, 
he sets up a fortress .  1. llf31 'eh5 
After 1 . . .  h2  2 .  !i h3 �g8 3 .  !i b4 
g5 4. !id4 with the idea !id2 the 
game also ends i n  a d raw. 2. llg3 
'eh6 3. llbg71 The on ly way. 3 • • •  

•g7 4.  llh3 Cilig8 5 .  lld3 White's 
fortress is  impregnable .  5 • • •  •b7 
6. Cific1 aS 7. c4 � Or 7 . . .  a4 8 .  
c5 'fi'b4 (8  . . .  'fi'bS 9 .  c6 \'i'c6 1 0 . 
�b2=) 9 .  c6 a3 1 0 . c7 Vi'e 1 1 1 .  
li d  1 VWe3 1 2 . !id2= 8. llb3 •c4 
9. Cifib2 a4 1 0. lld3 with the idea 
of !id3-a3-d3 .  Draw. 

3 ± 

4 = 
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5 +- 8 +-

6 +-

7 1 0  -+ 
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1 1  +- 1 2  -+ 
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14. MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

In previous chapters we have considered typical endgame positions and 
plans. These basic endings, however, do not arise in their ''pure "  form 
right from the start. They are like lighthouses a t  which one should aim 
from afar; to reach them, one should play openings, middlegames and 
multi-piece endings. 

The endgame has its own rules, different from the opening and mid­
dlegame ones. The most important thing in the middlegame is calculating 
variations, while in the endgame, when the chessboard has cleared, plan­
ning becomes crucial. One should work out a plan and try to carry it out . 
Depending on a situation on the board, the plan may be changed, or even 
replaced by a new one, but, in any case, a chessplayer should be guided 
by a plan. Playing without planning is always punished. 

This in no way means that tactics is absent in the endgame. Due to its 
increased activity, a king sometimes becomes a target for attack. Much 
more often however, an active king helps its pieces to launch an attack on 
a passively placed opponent's king. Calculation of variations is necessary 
here. 

The exact calculation is also required in endings where both opponents 
have passed pawns, especially if they are far advanced. Breakthroughs 
and sacrifices of an exchange or a piece often occur in such endings. 

In the endgame one should try to play actively, coordinating all one 's 
pieces against vulnerable points in the opponent 's camp, such as a badly 
placed king or weak pawns. 

Let us now consider some classic examples. When possible, we will sup­
ply them with annotations by great players. This will help the reader to bet­
ter understand the plans and ideas which guided them during the games. 

Capabl
_
anca - Alekhin 623. In th is position the game was 

Nottmgham, 1 936 adjourned , and B lack res i gned 
without a resumpt ion . Why? Of 
course, one can analyze the posi ­
tion by "moving" the pieces: " I  go 
here ,  he goes there", and so on . 
But s impler is to work out a plan -
and everyth ing wi l l  become clear 
r ight off . In h is annotations to this 
game Capablanca recom mended 
the most "scientif ic" winn ing  me­
thod . Wh ite places his bishop at c3 
and advances the pawn to h5 .  

623 A Black is forced to play h7-h6 and 
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retreat with his king to h7. Then White 
puts his bishop at h3 and transfers 
the knight to d5.  Black is forced to 
protect the b6-pawn by !i b8 or 
Iib7, after which there fol lows lt:lf6+, 
winn ing an exchange. This simple 
and convincing scheme is a fine 
example of plann ing .  

Yermolin - Petryaev 
1 97 1  

624 1:::. 
624. I n  th is  posit i on the game 

was adjou rned and adj ud icated by 
Botvinn i k .  He declared a victory to 
B lack .  The fo l l owin g  moves are 
forced : 1 .  •b5 g5 2. •e2 �h4 3.  
�h1 h5 4. �g1 Wh ite can on ly  
wait to  see what B lack wi l l  do .  4 . . .  
g4 5. hg hg 6. �h 1 •e51 Black 
central izes his q ueen . Bad is  6 . . .  
'i¥f4 due  to 7 .  g 3 !  'i¥g3 8 .  'i¥f2!  
with a d raw. 7. g3 �g5 Botvi nn i k  
wrote about t h i s  posit io n :  "After 8 .  
<i!?h2 'i¥c3 Wh ite i s  u nable to  f i nd  a 
d raw; i n  the end the black ki ng  
penetrates to  d3 or  f3". He  g ives 
just one l i ne :  9. •b5 � 1 0. •b6 
<ifi1'5 1 1  . •  b5 �e4 1 2  • •  b7 �d3 
1 3  • •  d5 .d4 1 4  . •  b5 �d2 1 5. 
•as �c1 , and the rest is clear. I f  
one has a p lan , it can be carried 
out .  One's main task is  to have the 
p lan . 

Janowski - Capablanca 
New York, 1 9 1 6  

625 A 

1 37  

625. 1 . . .  Ad71 The b ishop is 
needed exactly here ;  it wi l l  support 
the lt:la5-c4 maneuver after the 
pre l im inary b6-b5 . Thus ,  Black has 
drawn up a plan . 2. Ae2 e6 3. 0-0 
Ad6 4. Ilfc1 �e71 5. Ac3 Ilhc8 6. 
a3 An u n necessary weaken i ng . 
Better is 6 .  lt:le5. 6 . . .  �a5 7. �d2 
f5 Preventing  e3-e4. 8. g3 b5 9.f3? 
White m ust not a l low the black 
knight to invade of c4. Necessary 
was 9 .  Aa5 Iic1  1 0 . llc1  lla5 1 1 .  
lt:lb3 lla8 1 2 . lt:lc5 fol lowed by lt:ld3 
with a probable draw. 9 ... �c4 1 0. 
Ac4 Better is 1 0 . lt:lc4 be 1 1 .  lle1  
with the idea of  e3-e4. 1 0 . . .  be 1 1 . 
e4 � 1 2. e5? After this move 
White's position is hard ly defensible. 
Correct is 1 2 . ed ed 1 3 . f4 followed 
by lt:lf3-e5 .  1 2  . . .  Ae7 1 3. f4 b5 14. 
� .lla4 1 5. �e3 .llca8 1 6  . .llab1 
h6 White is tied to the defense of his 
Q-s ide ,  and B lack lau nches an 
offensive on the K-side . 1 7. �f3 
Stronger is 1 7. h4 g5 1 8 . hg hg 1 9 . 
lLif3 . 1 7  . . .  g5 1 8. �e1 Ilg8 1 9. " 
[ 1 9 . lt:lg2!?1 1 9  . . .  g1 20. gf .llaaa 21 . 
�g2 .llg4 22. Ilg1 .llag8 23. Ae1 
I ntending to play Af2 fol lowed by 
lt:le3 . 23 . . .  b41 Black brings his l ight­
sq uared bishop i nto play, which 
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qu ickly decides the game. 24. ab I n  
response to  24. Ab4 Ab4 25 .  ab 
Black can choose between 25 . . .  h5 
and 25 . . .  !I b8 with a decisive 
advantage in both cases . 24 . . .  .1\.a4 
The bishop is transferred to e4. 25. 
Ila1 [25 . Ilc1  fai ls due to 25 . . .  llf4! 
26. 'i!i>f4 Ag5] 25 . . .  Ac2 26. Ag3 
Ae4 27. �2 h51 Now White is 
unable to avoid material losses in 
view of the threatening h5-h4. 28. 
Ila7 Ag2 29. Ilg2 h4 30. Ah4 Ilg2 
31 . � Ilh2 32. Jl.e7 No better is 
32 .  Ile7 'i!i>f8 33. Af6 because of 
33. . .  Ilgh8!-+ 32 . . .  Ilh3 33. li!n2 
Ilb3 34 . .1\.g5 �g6 35. Ile7 Ilb2 
36. � Ila8 37. Ilea �h7 White 
resigned . 

Lasker - Capablanca 
St. Petersburg, 1 9 14 

626 6. 
626. 1 .  f51? At that t ime this idea 

was brand-new. R . Reti wrote : "An 
u nexpected and at f i rst s i ght 
strange move . Wh ite creates h im­
self a backward e4-pawn and  g ives 
B lack the strong e5-square . Never­
the less , g o i n g  deeper i nto the 
position's nuances, one may f ind 
out that these obvious drawbacks 
are overweighed by less apparent, 
sti l l  more s ign ificant advantages. 
Fi rst, White opens a d iagonal for 
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his b ishop.  Second , he seriously 
cramps the opponent's knight and 
l i g ht-sq uared b i shop .  Th i rd ,  he 
creates an outpost at  e6 for  the 
white pieces . Al l  these factors g ive 
Wh ite more than suff icient ompen­
sation for the surrender of the e5-
square". 1 . . .  b6 This move sug­
gests itself ,  but it is not the best. 
Better is 1 . . .  Ad7 and 2 . . .  Iiad8 
fol lowed by ti:)e7-c8-d6 with rough ­
ly e qua l  chances . 2. Af4 Ab7 
Better is 2 . . .  Af4 3 .  Iif4 Ab7. Now 
Black gets the weak pawn at d6 .  3. 
Ad6 cd 4. �d41 The knight hurries 
to occu py the weak e6-sq uare .  
Weaker i s  4 .  Ilad 1 Ilad8 5 .  ti:)d4 
Ac8 ! ,  and Black is OK.  4 . . .  Ilad8 
5. �e6 Ild7 Now B lack is  unable 
to chase away the troub lesome 
knight .  6. Ilad1 �c8 7. Ilf2 b5 8.  
Ilfd2 Ilde7 9. b4 Preventing  c6-
c5. 9 . . .  � 1 0. a3 Aaa Here ,  as 
wel l  as on the next move , an  
exchange sacr i f ice d eserves 
attention : 1 0 . . .  Ile6 1 1 .  fe Ile6 , 
and B lack has g ood d rawi n g  
chances .  1 1 .  �f2 Ila7 1 2  . . g4 
Being supported by the e6-kn ight ,  
Wh ite's attack on the K-side is i rre ­
sist ib le . 1 2  . . .  h6 13 .  Ild3 a5 The a­
f i le g ives B lack noth i ng .  1 4. h4 ab 
1 5. ab Ilae7 It is d ifficult  to sug­
gest B lack anyth ing better. 1 6. � 
Ilg8 1 7. �4 g6 1 8 . Ilg3 The 
immed iate 1 8 . g 5  deserved atten ­
tion .  18  . . .  g5  This leads to  a qu ick 
defeat. More stu bborn would have 
been 1 8  . . .  gf 1 9 . ef! d5 ,  though in  
th is case too , Wh ite would have 
retained an ind isputable advantage 
after 20. g5. 1 9. �I �b6 20. hg 
hg 21 . Ilh31 Weaker is 2 1 . Ild6 
Il h8 !  fo l lowed by 22 . . .  ti:)c4 with 
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drawing chances for Black. 21 • . •  

lld7 22. �g31 Prevention . White 
takes his ki ng away from eventual 
checks .  22 . . .  �e8 23 . lldh 1 Ab7 
24. e51 A decisive blow. 24 . •• de 25. 
�e4 �d5 26. �6c5 Ace This is 
forced 27. �d7 Ad7 28. llh7 llfB 
29. lla1 ! �dB 30. llaB Ace 31 . 
�c5 Black res igned . 

The fol lowi ng  game perfectly 
demonstrates the d ifference be­
tween systematic purposefu l  play 
and a imless trampl ing . 

Bogoljubow - Capablanca 
Kissingen, 1 928 

627 A 
627. Before this game Bogoljubow 

was i n  the lead , with Capablanca 
being one and a half points beh ind .  
Therefore though the posit ion is 
equal , Capablanca pers istently 
plays for a win .  H is  plan i nvolves a 
pawn advance on the Q-side;  White 
should play on the K-s ide.  1 ••• �e7 
2. g4 h6 3. a3 This move is the f irst 
in the series of a im less moves.  
After 3 .  �e2 fol lowed by llh5 and 
llah 1 chances are equal . 3 . . • a6 4. 
�e2 llhb8 5. �e4 Better is 5 .  b3 ! 
or 5 .  ll h5= 5 . . .  b5 6. c5 d51 This is 
stronger than 6 . . .  b4 7.  a4 lL!a5 8.  
g5 ! , and White obtains counterplay 
on the K-s ide.  7. cd cd 8. f4?1 By a .  

1 39 

llhc1  llca (or a . . .  �d7) 9 .  b3 ! 
Wh ite prevents the Q-side f i les from 
be i n g  opened , and a d raw 
becomes unavoidable .  8 • . .  Ilea 9. 
f5? White is just asking for trouble.  
Correct is 9 .  llhc1 lDa5 1 0 . lDd2, 
mainta in ing the balance . 9 . . •  �aS 
1 0. �d3 Now the game is hard to 
save . Necessary was 1 0 . llac 1 , for 
example:  1 0 . . .  lDb3 (or 1 0 . . .  lL!c4 
1 1 .  fe fe 1 2 . llc2 d5 1 3 . lL!c5) 1 1 .  
!lea llca 1 2 . lL!c3 . 1 0  . . .  �c4 1 1 .  
llab1 More stubborn would have 
been 1 1 .  b3 lL!a5 1 2 . fe fe 1 3 .  lDd2, 
though after 1 3  . . .  !lc7 1 4. llac 1  
llaca 1 5 . !lc7 ll c7 Wh ite's 
defense wou ld be d ifficult .  1 1  . . .  d5 
1 2. �c3 On 1 2 . lDc5 or 1 2 . lDd2 
Black plays 1 2  . . .  e5 with the idea of 
e4 fo l l owed by �e7-f6-g5 .  12 . . .  
llc6 1 3. fe fe 1 4. g5  hg  1 5. llh5 
� 1 6. llh3 llac8 Threaten ing 
17 . . .  lDb2. 1 7. �a2 aS 1 8. llf3 
�g6 1 9. g4 �d6 Black prepares a 
f inal b low. 20. �c3 b4 21 . ab ab 22. 
�d1 llc2 23. llf2 b3 24. lla1 �e4 
25. lle2 llac6! 26. llb1 e5 27. 
lla1 [27.  de lDc5 2a .  �d4 
lle2-+] 27 •• . ll6c4 28. lla5 �c51 
White resigned . 

62a. The Petersburg team was 
headed by M .Chigori n ,  who wrote 
about this position :  "Al l Wh ite's 
pieces, which were developed , have 
been exchanged . B lack's king ,  
kn ights and  pawns are perfectly 
placed . Though at the moment 
Black's advantage is not apparent, 
sooner or later it may be converted 
into a win". 1 . . .  llh8 2. �1 e5 3. 
�d2 llh4 4. f3?1 This is the move 
Black anticipated . Stronger would 
have been 4. lDf3 ! ,  forcing the black 
rook to retreat ( impossible is 4 . . .  
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London - St.Petersburg 
1 886 

628 £. 
!Ig4? s. Ah3+- ) I n  this case Black 
would prepare the eS-e4 advance . 
4 ••• ed 5. cd Worse is S. ed ltlf4 6 .  
�g 1 ltle2 7 .  �f1 llh2 .  5 • • •  lllb4 6. 
� b6 With the idea of c7-cS . 7. b3 
lih81 Preparing the following combi­
nation . 8. a3 One cannot endure 
such a knight. 8 . . •  1lld3 9. �2 On 9 .  
�g3 there fol lows 9 . . .  !lea (that is 
why Black played 7 . . .  !Iha) 1 0 . ltlf1 
cS 1 1 .  de be 1 2 . !Id 1  c4 1 3 . be de 
1 4. ltld2 �cs 1 5 . ltle4 !le4! 1 6 . fe 
ltlgeS 1 7. Af1 �bS, and , according 
to Chigorin ,  "It is clear that despite 
being an exchange down Black is at 
least not worse". After the move in  
the game Black gains the in itiative. 
9 . • . lih2 1 0. �3 lig2 1 1 .  lih 1 [ 1 1 .  
b4 would be met by 1 1 . . .  !Ih2! 1 2 . 
a4 (or 1 2 . bS ltle7 fol lowed by cS 
and, in response to bxc6 , ltlxc6-aS) 
1 2  . . .  ltle7 1 3 . aS ltlc6 1 4. ab ltlb4 
1 S . �c3 ab] 1 1  . •. c51 1 2. lih7 After 
1 2 . de be Black obtains the impor­
tant eS-square for his kn ight. 1 2  . • .  cd 
1 3. ed lllf4 1 4. Ci!ic3 Bad is 1 4. �e3? 
gS! , mating .  14 . . .  IlleS 1 5. �3 a5 
16. � lig1 ! A very strong maneu­
ver. 17. lih8 [ 1 7. �d3 !Ic1  !] 17 . . .  
lic1 ! 1 8. lib8 Ilea 1 9. Ci!if2 
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llld4 20. lib6 CitieS The activity of 
B lack's p ieces qu ickly decides the 
game. 21 . lib7 li!it4 22. g5 [or 22. 
!Ig7 !Ie3 23 . ltlf1 !Ie2 24. �g 1 
ltlf3 2s. �h 1 !If2-+1 22 . . .  nea 
White resigned . 

629 

Chigorin - Tarrasch ' 

St. Petersburg, 1 893 

629. In spite of being a pawn down , 
White is better, approximately S .S  : 
4 .S ,  because it is d ifficult for Black to 
defend his pawns at e6 and espe­
cially at h6. 1 .  fJg6 lllc7 2. /llg21 
Ci!ic8 The immediate 2 . . .  aS deser­
ved attention .  3. /llgf4 fle7 Black is 
unable to protect both pawns.  ' If 3 . . .  
�d7, then 4 .  '@h7 �c6? S .  '@c7! 
�c7 6 . ltle6 �d7 7. ltlfa+- 4. 1rh6 
a5 5. h4 a4 6. h5 a3 7. 1llc1 1lld7 8. 
flg6 1llf8 "Biack is noticeably worse, 
because White's pawn is much bet­
ter supported" (Tarrasch) .  9. fJg8 
Ci!id7 1 0. h6 1lle8 1 1 .  llla2 Weaker is 
1 1 .  ltle6 '@e6!  1 2 . '@fa '@g6 1 3 .  
'@a3 '@h6 1 4. �c2 ltlc7 with a prob­
able draw; but stronger is 1 1 .  �e2! 
with winning chances for White. 1 1  . . .  
�! 1 2. 1!ff7 fle7? This loses . The 
draw could have been obtained by 
1 2  . . .  �da ! 1 3 .  '@fa '@f2. 13. 1rh5 
1rh7 14. lllb4 lllc7 1 5. flg5 fle7 
1 6. fJg8 '9!fh4 1 7. fJg7 fle7 
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[ 1 7  . . .  �e8 fai ls  due to 1 8 . 'ti'f8 �f8 
1 9 . �g6+-] 1 0. 1llh51 This decides . 
1 0  . . .  a2 1 9. 1llf6 �cO 20. f!/e7 a1fl 
21 . fifO �b7 22. llld7 llla6 23. 
IlleS Black resigned . 

Nimzowitsch - Tarrasch 
Bres1au, 1 925 

630 6. 
630. Positions with symmetrical 

pawn structures are usually drawn , 
but here White step by step gains an 
in itiative. 1 .  llc1 1 lidO After 1 . . .  0-0 
the black king is out of play. 2 • .IU>4 
lllb4 3. �e2 �e7 [3 . . .  �a2 4. 
lla1 ±] 4. llc4 1lla6 This is forced , 
because on 4 . . .  �c6 White has the 
unpleasant 5. llhc1 ± 5. llhc1 lld7 
"Black's position sti l l  seems to be 
firm , but in  fact he is on the verge of 
defeat" (A. N imzowitch) .  6. f41 llhdO 
7 � llld4 f6 0. a4! White prepares b2-
b4. The immediate 8. b4 could be 
met by 8 . . .  b5! 0 . . .  e5 9. fe fe 10. 1llf3 
�e6 1 1 .  b4 White improves his posi­
tion . 1 1  . . .  b6 1 2. ll1c21 An important 
preventative move. 1 2  . . .  h6 1 3. h4 
Ild6 14. h5 Also good is 1 4. �d2 
with the idea of 1 5 . lL!e4 fol lowed by 
b4-b5. 14  . . .  Ild5 15. llg4 Il5d7 1 6. 
Ilc6 Ild6 There is no defense. If 
1 6  . . .  �f5 , then 1 7. llcg6, mating ; 
after 1 6  . . .  �d5 1 7. llcg6 e4 1 8 . 
lLld2 lL!b4 1 9 . lL!e4 Black wi l l  not 

1 4 1  

hold for a long time.  1 7. Ilg6 �e7 
[or 1 7  . . .  �d5 1 8 . llcd6 lld6 1 9 . e4 
�c6 20.  b5+-] 1 0. llg7 �0 1 9. 
Ild6 Ild6 20. Ila7 lllb4 21 . IlleS 
The rest is c lear. 21 . . .  lle6 22. 1llg6 
�gO 23. llle71 �0 24. lllf5 llld5 
25. g4 lllf4 26. � llld3 27. nao 
� 20. IlhO IlleS 29. Ilh7 �gO 
30. Ilh6 Ilh6 31 . lllh6 �0 32. 
lllf5 llla4 33. h6 �gO 34. g5 �h7 
35. �g4 1llc5 36. �h5 1lle6 37. g6 
�gO 30. h7 �hO 39. �h6 Black 
res igned.  

Rubinstein - Schlechter 
San Sebastian, 1 9 1 2  

631 6. 
631 . It is hard to bel ieve that this 

position occurred as early as in the 
beginning of the 20th century! Th is 
example one more time confirms the 
necessity of studying the classics . 
1 .  Ab51 a6 or 1 . . .  b6 2 .  H hc1 .ab7 
3. �e3 with a clear advantage to 
White . 2. Ad3 IldO 3. Ilhc1 b5 4. 
Ilc7 1lld7 5. � lllf6 6. IlleS Ad7 
7. g41 h6 No better is 7 . . .  .ae8 8 .  g5 
lL!h5 (8 . . .  lL!d7 9 .  �c6+-) 9 . .ae2 f6 
1 0 . gf lL!f6 1 1 .  ilg 1  g6 1 2 . He7! 
lld6 1 3 .  !lc1 ! 0. f4! This is stronger 
than 8 .  h4. 0 ... Aeo 9. g5 hg 10. fg 
lllh7 1 1 .  h4 Ildc8 1 2. Itbc1 Ilc7 
13. Ilc7 Ild8 [ 1 3  . . .  f6 1 4. gf gf ( 1 4  . . .  
lLlf6 1 5 . !le7) 1 5 . lLlg4] 14. Ila7 f6 
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1 5. g1 gf 1 s. �g4 Ah5 17. �hS 
�h8 1 8. Ae2! Aea [ 1 8  . . .  i.e2 1 9 . 
GZ:lf7+-1 1 9. lias �g7 20. �g4 f5 
21 . lia7! �hB [2 1  . . .  <i!?g6 22.  h5 
�g5 23. Ilg7 �h4 24. ef ef 25.  
CLlh6 lLlfB 26.  CLlf5 �h3 27. i.f1 
�h2 28. �g2 �h 1 29 .  lLlg3 mate 
( pointed out by Kmoch) ]  22. �e5 
fe 23. Ab5! �f6 24. AeB Ilea 25. 
�41 �gB 2S. �g5 lifB 27. �gS 
Black resigned . 

Rubinstein - Takac 
Budapest, 1 926 

632 !:::.. 
632. 1 .  �a5 lia7 2. �1 Due to 

the ugly position of the black rook at 
a7 White has a large advantage.  
Nevertheless, converting i t  into a win 
is by no means easy. 2 . . .  Ada 3. b4 
f5 4. �b2 g5 After 4. . .  i.a5 5. ba 
B lack creates h imself a chronic 
weakness at b7.  5. �d3 � S. lie2 
Ab6 Better is 6 . . .  i.c7 7. i.c7 GZ:lc7 
8. GZ:lc5 GZ:lc5 9. be GZ:le6 1 0 . Iib2 
Ile7 1 1 .  �eb 1 CLld8. 7. AdS �dB 8. 
�c5 �c5 9. Ac5 Ac5 1 0. be �e7 
1 1 .  lib2 �d7 1 2. lieb1 �cB 13. 
�e2 lie7 14. �3 lie4 1 5. g4! 
White intends to open up the K-side 
and invade the enemy camp with his 
rooks . 15 . . .  gS [ 1 5  . . .  f4 1 6 . Ii h 1  with 
the idea h4] 1 S. Ilg1 �f7 17. h41 gh 
1 8. gf gf 19. lig7 �dB 20. ligB f4 

MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

21 . lihB Weaker is 2 1 . CLlb7 Ilb7 22. 
Iid8, and Black gets r id of his pas­
sive pieces. 21 . . .  fe 22. fe �d7 23. 
lig2 lieB 24. lih4 lie7 25. lihB 
�7 2S. liggB lid7 [26 . . .  Ilaa 27. 
lLlb7 +-] 27. �b3 a5 28. �e1 IlaB 
29. �d3 b5 Despair, but passive tac­
tics could not save Black. 30. cb 
�bS 31 . �c5 lidS 32. a4 licB 33. 
� [33 . . .  Iiaa 34. �f5 Ilea 35. 
Iif8 !  with the idea of �e5; or 33 . . .  
�c7 34. Ilg7 �b8 35. Iihh7+-] 
Black resigned . 

Rosseli - Rubinstein 
Baden Baden, 1 925 

633 .. + 
633. Black is better, but a win is dif­

ficult. 1 . . .  �eBI The knight is trans­
ferred to f5, where it wi l l  support both 
eventual advances , h5-h4 and g5-
g4. Besides, the knight wi l l  control 
the d4-square after c6-c5 . 2. Ile2 
�g7 3. Ad2 �f5 4. lie1 c51 Black is 
not afraid to isolate his d-pawn ; in 
compensation he activates his bish­
op. 5. de Ac5 S. �1 [6 . . .  CLlg3 was 
threatened] S . . .  h4 7. gh [7. g4 CLlh6 
loses a pawn . ]  7 .. . g41 B. llld4 Ad41 
9. cd Ilh4 The position is simpl ified , 
but Black retains the advantage: he 
has the active knight against the 
opponent's passive bishop . 10. Ac3 
Iih1 1 1 .  �2 Iih21 Black's advan-



MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

tage after a rook exchange may 
prove i nsuff icient for the wi n ,  
because White has only one weak­
ness , the d4-pawn . 1 2. Elg1 lllh41 
This move provokes White to weaken 
the f3-square .  13 .  g3 lllf5 1 4. b3 
ci!ie6 1 5. Ab2 a6 Black improves his 
position . 1 6. Ac3 'lld6 17. cifie3 
llle4 1 a. Ae1 " 1 9. Elf1 Elha 
The rook has done its job on the K­
side, and so Black transfers it to the 
a-side. 20. ci!id3 [20. f3 is not good ­
it weakens the g3-pawn , wh i le the 
black king becomes more active. ]  
20 . . .  b5 21 . a3 Elh7 22 . .ILa5 Elha 
23. Ab4 nca 24. .b5 lllg5 25. 
Ad2 llle4 Black has no reason to 
hurry, he is waiting for his opponent 
to blunder. 26 . .ILa5 ci!ig6 27. Ab4 f5 
2a. .b5 Elha 29. ci!ie3 Ilea 30. 
ci!id3 Ilea 31 . Ab4 Elc7 32 . .b5 
Elh7 33. ci!ie3 Ele7 34. ci!id3 f41 At 
last Black switches to active opera­
tions. 35. gf Elh71 Preventing 36. f3 
36. Ad2 [36. f3 would be met by 
36. . .  il h3! ]  36. . .  'lld21 Rubinstein 
transposes into h is favorite rook 
ending which he has foreseen when 
playing . 34 . . .  f41 37. ci!id2 Elh3 3a. f3 
This is forced . 3a . . .  gf Of course, not 
38 . . .  g3 in view of 39. <i!te3 fol lowed 
by 40 . llc1 =  39. Elf2 [or 39. <i!te3 f2 
40 . <i!tf2 Ilb3] 39 . . .  ci!if5 40. ci!ie3 
ci!ig4 41 . b4 Also losing is 41 . f5 <i!tf5 
42. Ilf3 Iif3 43 . <i!tf3 aS!-+ 41 . . .  
Elh1 42. f5 If 42. ilf3 , then 42 . . .  
Ila1 !-+ 42 . . .  Ele1 43 .  ci!id3 Ele41 
White resigned .  

634. White i s  worse d ue  to his weak 
pawn at d4. By his last move , 1 .  h3?, 
he magnified his d ifficu lties . I nstead 
of th is White should have played 1 .  
lLJg3! with good drawing chances. 
1 . . .  h41 Black immediately takes an 

Lasker - Capablanca 
Havana, 1 92 1  

634 A 

1 43 

opportunity to secure the knight"s 
stance at f5. 2. 1!rd3 lieS 3. ci!if1 g6 
Black improves his position .  4. 1!rb1 
1!rb4 5. ci!iQ1 a51 I ntending to create 
White the second weakness by play­
ing a5-a4 6. 1!rb2 a4 7. 1!rd2 1!rd2 a. 
Eld2 ab 9. ab The queen exchange 
has not al leviated White's defense. 
9. . .  Elb6 1 0. Eld3 liaS 1 1 .  g4 
Trying to push the trou blesome 
knight from f5 , White weakens the 
e4-square.  1 1  . . .  hg 1 2. fg On 1 2 . 
lLJg3 there would fol low 1 2  . . .  Ila1  
1 3 . <i!tg2 lLJd6 with the idea of 1 4  . . .  
llbF F 1 2  . . .  Ela2 13. /llc3 Elc2 14. 
'lld 1  [ 1 4  . . .  lLJd4 was threatened] 
14 . . .  llle7 15. llle3 Elc1 1 6. ci!if2 
IlleS 1 7. 'lld1  Elb1 1 This is stronger 
than 1 7  . . .  lLJb4 1 8 . Iid2 Il b 1  1 9 . 
lLJb2 Ilb2 20. ilb2 lLJd3 2 1 . <i!te2 
lLJb2 22. <i!td2. 1 a. ci!ie2? More stub­
born would have been 1 8 . <i!te 1 lLJa5 
1 9 . <i!td2 Iib3 20. Iib3 lLJb3+ 1a . . .  
Elb3 1 9. ci!ie3 Elb4 Now only accu­
racy is required of Black. 20. lllc3 
llle7 21 . 'lle2 1llf5 22. ci!if2 g5 23. g4 
'lld6 24. 1llg1 1lle4 25. 'i!?f1 Elb1 26. 
ci!ig2 Elb2 27. ci!if1 Elf2 2a. ci!ie1 
Ela2 Black is ready to bring his king 
into play, wh ich wil l  decide the game. 
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29. �1 rl1g7 30. lle3 rl1g6 31 . 
.lld3 f6 32. lle3 White is help less . 
32 . . •  rtJr7 33. lld3 rl1e7 34. lle3 
r1Jd6 35. lld3 llf2 36. rl1e1 llg2 
37. �1 lla2 38. lle3 e5 39. lld3 
ed 40. lld4 r1Jc5 4 1 . lld 1 d4 
42 . llc1 rl1d5 Wh ite res ig ned . 
Capablanca considered this game 
to be one of h is best. 

Alatortsev - Lisitsyn 
Leningrad, 1 935 

635 • 
635. Black has an edge thanks to 

his more active pieces , but a win is 
sti l l  a long way off. 1 . . .  �a4 2. r1Jc1 If 
2 .  �c2, then 2 . . .  Ac6 fol lowed by 
3 . . .  Ae8 and 4 . . .  Ag6. 2 . . .  rlJc5 3. 
Ad1 I.Ob6 4. r1Jd2 g5! A player with 
an advantage must attack! 5. I.Oc3 
b4 6. ab Bad is 6. tllb 1  due to the 
maneuver Ab7-c6-e8-g6; or 6 .  tlla4 
tlla4 7. Aa4 c3 ! 8 .  �c2 cb 9 .  �b2 
ba 1 0 . �a3 �c4. and Black is win­
n ing .  6 . . .  rl1b4 7. Ac2 h6 8. I.Oa2 
rl1c5 9. I.Oc3 Ace 1 0. Ae4 f5 1 1 .  
Ac2 After 1 1  . Ac6 �c6 fol lowed by 
�c5-b4 and tlld5 White sti l l  faces 
problems. 1 1  . . .  f4 12. e4? Fal l ing into 
a severe squeeze . Better is 1 2 . Ad 1 
1 2  . . .  e5 13. Ad1 I.Oc8 14. Ae2 1.0d6 
15. Ad1 g4 16. Ac2 [or 1 6 . fg Ae4 
1 7. Af3 Ag6 followed by e4 and 
e3-+] 16  . . .  h5 17. Ab1 lOeB 1 8. 

MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

Ac2 I.Of6 1 9. Ad1 Ad7 20. rl1e1 
[20. Ae2? fai ls due to 20 . . .  g3 2 1 . h3 
Ah3-+] 20 . . .  r1Jd4 Now the activity 
of Black's king decides the game. 
21 . rlJf2 h4 22. Ac2 g3 23. rl1g1 
rlJe3 24. I.Ob1 Ae6 25 • .h4 I.Od7 
26. Abs i.Ob6 27. I.Oc3 On 27. �h 1  
Black wins by 27 . . .  �f2 with the idea 
of 28 . . .  h3; whereas on 27. Aa6 
there fol lows 27 . . .  tlla4. 27 . . .  r1Jd2 
28. hg hg 29. I.Oa2 rlJc2 30. I.Ob4 
rl1b2 White resigned . 

Klein - Reshevsky 
Jannout, 1 935 

636 • 
636. It may seem that White pos­

sesses an in itiative , but this is not 
the case . Black's pieces are placed 
harmoniously, and Wh ite has a 
weakness of the back rank .  
Chances are equal . 1 . • .  ba! 2. lla5 
I.Oe4! 3. llba1 cdl Black tries to take 
over the in itiative. 3 . . .  fllc3 leads to 
equality. 4. cd .lldc8 5. g3? A mis­
take . Correct is 5 .  h3,  with a drawn 
position . 5 . • .  llc1 6. llc1 llc1 7. 
rl1g2 llc2 8. lla7? Stronger is 8 .  
flld3 Iid2 9 .  lla3 fol lowed by �g2-
f 1 -e 1 , maintain ing the balance . 8 . . •  

llf2 9. rl1g1 h5 10. I.Od3 lld2 1 1 .  
I.Of4 g6 1 2. lla1 I.Oc3! Noth ing is 
achieved by 1 2  . . .  tllg5 in view of 1 3 . 
Iif 1  fol lowed by Iif2. 13. lle1 After 



MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

1 3 . ilc1  lile2 (or 1 3  . . .  lild 1 1 4. lilg2 
<i!tg7) 1 4. lile2 ile2 1 5 . ilc3 g5!  a 
draw is d ifficult. 1a  . . .  rl1g7 14. �ha 
�e41 1 5. �f4 rl1h6 1 6. lie2 lid1 
17. rl1g2 g51 1 8. �ha �c3 19. lic2 
lidal 20. rl1f2 rl1g6 21 . �g1 rlJf5 
22. �f3 �d1 23. rl1e2 lie3 24. rl1d1 
lif3 25. c!>e2 rl1e4 26. lic4 lif5 27. 
ha lif31 White resigned . 

Flohr - Pirc 
Podebradi, 1 936 

637 D. ;;!;; 
637. S.Fiohr has his word : "White's 

advantage is m in imal , and Black 
draws by precise defense". There is 
nothing to be added . 1 .  rl1c2 � 2. 
f3 �c5 a. rlJc3 rl1d6 4. Ac2 g6 
Perhaps, 4. . .  h6 is stronger, since 
Black does not have to be afraid of 5 .  
lilts Ats 6 .  Ats . 5.  a4 More precise 
is 5. b4, because now Black could 
have successfu l ly defended by 5 . .  . 
a5 or 5 . . .  b6. 5 . . .  Ad7 [5 . . .  aS !? ;  5 . .  . 
b6 !?] 6. a51 Fixing the pawns at a6 
and b7. 6 • • .  �e6 7. b4 �c7 8. Ada 
Ae8 9. f4 White improves his posi­
tion , whi le Black can only wait to see 
what White wi l l  do. 9 . • .  Ad7 1 0. Ae2 
�e8 1 1 .  �b3 .li.c6?1 Better is 1 1  . . .  
h5 ,  p revent i ng  a squeeze o n  the 
K-side. 1 2. g4 �f6 1S. �c5 �e8 No 
better is 1 3  . . .  tlle4 1 4. tlle4 de 1 5 . 
g5! fol lowed by 1 6 . <i!td4+- 14. g51 
' 0. 
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�c7 1 5. Ada �ea 1 6. �b3 Ad7 
17. �d4 �c7 1 8. Ae2 Ace 1 9. h4 
Ad7 20. h5 � 21 . h6! Now Black 
is defenseless. 21 . . .  rl1e7 22. .Af3 
lLe6 2a. �b3 rl1d6 24. �c5 Ace 
25. e41+- de 26 . .Ae4 �c7 [or 26 . . .  
<i!tc7 27. <i!td4+-] 27. �b7 Jl..b7 28. 
.Ab7 �e6 29 • .Aa6 �f4 ao. Ac4 
Black resigned. 

Nimzowitsch - Maroczy 

638 

Bled, 1 93 1  
· 

'"' 

638. Despite his advantage ,  White 
would have a hard job of breaking the 
black defense. 1 .  g41 Having restrict­
ed Black's forces on the Q-side, 
White seizes space on the K-side. 
1 . • .  lie7 2. h4 �e8 a. rl1f2 �d6 4. 
�c5 Ae8 5. �a4 So far White is 
unable to fi nd a plan of improving his 
position . 5 . . •  Ad7 6. lig1 rl1h7 7. 
�c5 .Ae8 8. licc1 1 Making use of 
the fact that 8 . . .  b6 does not work. 
8 • . •  lidS [8 . . .  b6 fai ls due to 9 .  llla4 
c5 1 0 . lilb6 ilb8 1 1 . tild5+-1 9. 
�a4 liaS 1 0. g5 h5 1 1 .  �b6 D.a6 
1 2. �a4 liaS 1a. dal At last White 
reveals h is plan : the unpleasant e3-
e4 is threatened . 1a . • .  �f51? If 1 3  . . .  
ild8,  then 1 4. ilc5. 14. � gf 1 5. 
�c31 Threaten ing tllc3-e2-f4-h5 .  
15 . • •  Ad7 [ 1 5  . . .  d4 1 6 . ed ild8 1 7 . 
ilge1 ! ]  1 6. �e2 a4 [ 1 6  . . .  ilae8 1 7 . 
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CLJf4 Ile3 1 8 . CLJh5 (or 1 8 . Ilge1  ) ]  
1 7. Iia1 1 A strong p reventative 
move . 1 7  . . .  e5 On 1 7  . . .  f6 there fol ­
lows 1 8 . gf llf7 1 9 . Ilg5 ab 20.  
Ilag 1 llf6 2 1 . Ilg7 'i!?h6 22.  Ild7 
ba 23.  Ila 1 , and White manages to 
overcome his opponent's resist­
ance , for example :  23 . . .  b5 24. 
Il b7 fol lowed by CLJc 1 ( pointed out 
by N imzowitch ) .  1 a. �f4 Ae6 1 9. 
�h5 b5 20. �f4 b4 21 . h5 U.ea7 
22. U.ae1 ab 23. ab d4 24. �e6 fe 
25. IicS Iia2 26. Cifig3 de 27. Iie1 
e2 2a. U.es Black resigned . 

Botvinnik - Alekhin 
Amsterdam, 1 938 

639 6. ± 

639. White's positional advantage 
is doubtless . Botvinn ik  confidently 
converts it i nto a win by transposing 
i nto the endgame . 1 .  fle71 fle7 
There is noth ing else. 2. U.e7 f61 3. 
Cifif1 Iif7 4. Ilea U.ta s. Ilea White 
has ceded the 7th rank ,  but keeps 
on contro l l i ng  the c-fi le .  5 . . .  gS 
There is noth ing better. On 5 . . .  CLJd7 
or 5 . . .  .ilea there fol lows 6. Ilc7! 6. 
�e1 1 1 ntending to play CLJe1 -c2-e3 . 
6 . . .  h5 Sl ightly better is 6 . . .  h6 7 .  
CLJc2 <i!?f7. 7. h41 �d7 I f  7 . . .  <i!?f7 , 
then 8 .  CLJf3 ( po i nted out by 
M . Botvinn ik) 8 . . .  g4 9. CLJe 1 <i!?e6 
1 0 . CLJd3 <i!?f5 1 1 .  g3 <i!?e4 1 2 . 

MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

CLJf4+- a. U.e7 Iif7 9. �f3 g4 1 0. 
�e1 1 f5 Otherwise White p lays 
CLJd3-f4. 1 1 .  �d3 f4 1 2. f3 Also 
possible is 1 2 . CLJb4.  1 2  . . .  gf 1 3. gf 
aS 14. a4 Cififa 1 5. U.e6 Cifie7 1 6. 
� Iif5 Black is unable to protect 
a l l  h is weaknesses . 1 7. b3 Cifida 1 a. 
Cifie2 �ba 1 9. Ilg61 After 1 9 . Il b6 
'i!?c7 fol lowed by 20 . . .  CLJc6 B lack 
obtains some chances to survive . 
1 9  . . .  Cifie7 20. �e5 �as 21 . Ilg7 
Also strong is 2 1 . llg5 .  21 . . .  CitieS 
22. �c61 Iif6 23. �e7 Cifiba 24. 
�d5+- Iid6 25. IlgS �b4 26. 
�b4 ab 27. IihS U.e6 [or 27 . . .  
lld4 28. Ilf5 ! ]  2a. Ilb5 Cifie7 29. 
Iib4 Iih6 30. Ilb5 Iih4 31 . Cifid3 
Black resigned.  

Smyslov - Reshevsky 
Moscow, 1 948 

640 6. +-
640. 1 .  flh41 By this unexpected 

move White wins a pawn . Also good 
is 1 .  tlfe2 threatening 2. tlfd2. 1 . . .  
fld7 2. fldal flda a. Ada �d7 4. 
Ae7 �c5 5. Iid6 As Smyslov 
demonstrates ,  White's position is 
won .  5 . . .  Ilea [5 . . .  'lJe4 6 .  lle6+-] 
6. 1Lb6 �a4 7. Iie6 �b2 a. U.e5 
�c4 Bad is 8 . . .  Ilc3 9. il.d4 fol ­
lowed by an attack on the g7-pawn . 
9. U.e6 �b6 1 0. Ilb6 Ilea 1 1 .  
Ilb7+- Iie2 1 2. h4 Ila2 13. Cifig2 a5 
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14. h5 a4 1 5. !la7 Citg8 1 6. g4 a3 17. 
�g3 Ite2 1 8. �� !la2 1 9. � 
'i9f8 20. f3 Ita1 21 . 'i9r4 The white 
king is heading for g6.  21 . . .  a2 22. e5 
�g8 23. � Itf1 24. !la2 !lf3 25. 
�g6 'i9fa 26. Itaa �7 27. !la7 
Black resigned . 

Botvinnik - Levenfish 
Moscow, 1 937 

641 6. 
641 . 1 .  1Jd51 M . Botvinn ik exhaus­

tively explains this move: "Black is 
cramped , and so the q ueen ex­
change seems to be in his favor. I n  
this particular case, however; White 
must exchange queens in order to 
real ize his advantage ,  because with 
queens on the board his king is inse­
cure ."  1 . . .  'lrd5 2. !ld5 'i9r8 3. !ld71 
As it wi l l  become clear further, White 
must decoy the black rook to c7. 3 . . .  
!lc7 Bad is 3 . . .  l:i:Jc7 4. !ida �g7 
(or 4 . . .  �e7 5 .  !id6 ! )  5 .  !ic8; or 3 . . .  
f6 4 .  !ih7± 4. !ld8 �e7 5. !ld6! 
!la7 Black is forced to put his rook 
at a7, because an attempt of active 
counterplay does not work: 5 . . .  !id7 
6.  !la6 !ld4 7. l:i:Jb6 0.c7 8 .  !ia7 
�d8 9. a6 c4 1 0 . !ic7 �c7 1 1 .  a7 
!Ida 1 2 . a8V&' !las 1 3 . l:i:Jaa �b7 
1 4. �f2 , and White wins.  Now it be­
comes clear why White had to play 
3 .  !id7! 6. !lc6 �d7 7. !lb6 But not 
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7. !ic5? !ic7! 8 .  0.b6 �e6, and 
Black is not worse. 7 . . .  �e7 8. � 
f6 Passive tactics could not save 
Black - in this case White would pen­
etrate to the a-side with his king . 9. 
�e2 9 .. . !laa 1 0. !lc6 fe 1 1 . !lc5 
Black is unable to avoid material 
losses. 1 1  . . .  �d6 1 2. !lc7 �e6 
[ 1 2 . . .  �d8 1 3 . !ih7+-] 1 3. �d6 
[ 1 3 .  !ic6? �d5] 13  . . .  �d6 14. !lh7 
!lb8 If 1 4  . . .  �e6, then 1 5 . g4 �f6 
1 6 . h4. 1 5. !lg7 !lb2 16. 'i9f1 e4 17. 
!lg6 �e5 1 8. !la6 !la2 Although 
White has three extra pawns ,  he 
must play accurately. 1 9. !la81 'i9r4 
20. a6 Ita1 21 . �e2 !la2 22. �d1 
!la3 23. a7 �e3 24. h4 The rest is 
clear. 24 . . .  !ld3 25. �c2 !ld7 26. 
g4 !lc7 27. �b3 !ld7 28. �I The 
most precise. 28. . .  !lc7 29. �b4 
!ld7 30. �c5 Black resigned . 30 . . .  
�d3 3 1 . �C6+-

... 
Reshevsky - Keres 

Semmering, 1 937 

642 6. 
642. 1 .  b4?1 The position is ap­

proximately equal . After 1 .  !ie2 with 
the idea of l:i:Je1 , f3 , 0.c2 fol lowed 
by !ied2 a draw is unavoidable. 
Wh ite overestimates his chances 
and worsens his position . 1 . . .  �f8 2. 
Aca !lea 3. !ld6 Another inaccura­
cy. 3. !ie2 fol lowed by l:i:Jf3-e 1 -c2 
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leads to equal ity. 3 . • . �e8 4. Ild3 f6 
5. Iled1 � 6. a4 1t was not too late 
to play ltlf3-e 1 -c2 fol lowed by f2-f3 
with a probable draw. 6 . . .  cSe6 Now 
Black has an advantage. His plan 
involves an exchange of rooks fol ­
lowed by a knight's transferring to 
e6.  7. Ild8 Ilec71 8. c!>f1 r/;;e7 9. 
Il8d3 Ild7 The rook exchange is 
unavoidable. 1 0. Ild7 �d7 1 1 .  cSe2 
Or 1 1 . a5 ba 1 2 . ba Ilb8 with a clear 
advantage .  1 1  . . .  �d6 1 2. �d2 �fBI 
13 .  Ila1 �e6 14. a5 b51 Opening of 
the a-fi le would be to White's benefit. 
1 5. cb �d41 An important interme­
diate check. 1 6. �3 cb 1 7. Ilc1 
After 17 . ltld5 �e6 threatening 1 8  . . . 
llc2 fol lowed by 1 9  . . .  Ild2 or 1 8  . .  . 
f5 the d5-knight is hanging . 17  . .  . 
cSe6 1 8. �e2 �c61  1 9. Ilb1 
(forced ) 1 9  . . .  Ild81 20. cSc3 If 20. 
�e3 , then 20 . . .  ltlc4 2 1 . ltlc4 be, 
and White is in trouble. 20 . . .  f5 21 . ef 
[2 1 . f3 fe 22. fe Ilf8] 21 . . .  gt 22. f3 
Ileal 23. �3 �e8 The knight is 
transferred to d5 in  order to attack 
the b4-pawn . 24. �c3 Bad is 24. g4 
in view of 24 . . .  Ild8!  25. �c3 fg 26.  
fg ltlf6 threatening 27 . . .  ltlg4 and 
27 . . .  ltld5 24 . . .  �f61 25. Ilb2 a6 26. 
g41? White tries to obtain counter-
play by sacrificing a pawn . 26 . . .  e41 
This blow decides the game. 26 . . .  fg 
27. fg ltlg4 28 . ltlde4! 27. fe [27 . 
�e2 ltld4 28. �e3 llc3 29. �d4 
Ild3 30. �c5 Ild6 3 1 . gf �e7 with 
inevitable mate . ]  27 . . .  �e5 28. cSc2 
tg 29. cSb3 �c41 The simplest .  30. 
�c4 [30. llc2 ltld2 3 1 . Ild2 llc3 
32 .  �c3 ltle4-+] 30. . .  Ilc4 31 . 
Ile2 cSe5 32. Ile1 h5 33. Ild1 h4 
34. Ild8 g31 35. hg hg 36. Ild3 g2 
37. �e2 Ile4 38. �g1 Ile1 1 White 
resigned . Pau l Keres demonstrated 
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his superb technique while playing 
th is end ing .  

643 

Smyslov - Euwe 
Hague/Moscow, 1 948 

643. In this mu lt i-piece end ing 
White has sl ightly better chances . A 
draw, however is the most probable 
result . 1 .  ll.b4 cSe7 Better is 1 . . .  
ltlb6 fol lowed by 2 . . .  ltlbd7 and 3 . .  . 
Ab7. 2. f3 cSd7? Necessary is 2 . .  . 

ltlb6 fol lowed by 3 . . .  ltlbd7. Black 
intends to conduct f7-f5 , but he fai ls 
to do this. 3. �d3 �d3 4. ll.d3 �e7 
5. g4! White has two threats: 6 .  g5 
and 6 .  gxh5 gxh5 7 .  ltlg3, winn ing a 
pawn . 5 . . .  hg?l Stronger is 5 . . .  
Af4 ! ,  retain ing chances to equal ize . 
6. fg ll.c1 Worse is 6 . . .  f5 because of 
7 .  g5 Ag7 8 .  ltle3 with a clear 
advantage to White ; whereas if 6 . . .  
f6 , then 7 .  g 5  fg 8 .  Ad2 .  7. g5 ll.b7 
8. � �c8 [8 . . .  ltlg8 could be met 
by 9 . ltlg3 f6 1 o . ltle2 Ab2 1 1 .  �e3 , 
i ntending to pursue the black bish­
op. ]  9. �e3 cSe7 1 0. lLa5 White 
prevents the ltlc6-b8-d7 maneuver 
and plans to transfer the l ig ht­
squared bishop to the h3-c8 diago­
nal . 1 0  . . . ll.a3 [ 1 0 . . .  f6 !?] 1 1 .  cSg3 
ll.c5 1 2. ll.d2 Also good is 1 2 . 
ltlc2 . 1 2  . . .  c!>fa 13. �c2 cSe7 [or 
1 3  . . .  ltle7 1 4. Aa5 Ac8 1 5 . b4 Aa7 
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1 6 . il..c7] 14. Ae2 fi:la7 In response 
to the more stubborn 1 4  . . .  GtJb6 ! ,  
V.Smyslov intended to  play 1 5 . h5 gh 
1 6 . 'i!th4 GtJd7 1 7. <i!th5, retain ing the 
advantage .  1 5. Aa5! Preventi ng  
15  . . .  iLea . 1 5  . . .  fi:lc8 [ 1 5  . . .  iLea fai ls 
due to 1 6 . b4 il..g 1 1 7. 'i!tg2 il..d4 1 a . 
GtJd4 ed 1 9 . il..b6 , and White wins a 
piece . ]  1 6. Ag41 A beginn ing of the 
end . B lack is  unable to bri ng  h i s  
Q-side pieces i nto p lay. 1 6  . . .  f6 
Passive tactics does not help :  1 6  . . .  
<i!tea 1 7. il..c7 'i!te7 1 a . 'i!tg2 ,  and 
Black is paralyzed . 17. Ae6 [ 1 7 . gf 
'i!tf6 1 a . il..e6 is good also . ]  17 . . .  fg 
1 8. hg fi:lb6 Or 1 a  . . .  <i!tea 1 9 . il..c7 
'i!te7 20. 'i!tf3 , and again ,  B lack ends 
up in  zugzwang.  1 9. b4 fi:lc4 20. be 
ltla5 21 . cd �d6 22. AfT fi:lc4 23. 
Ag6 The rest is clear. 23 . . . a5 24. 
�g4 b4 25. lU5 �e7 26. Ae6 fi:ld6 
27. fi:le3! fi:le4 On 27 . . .  a4 White 
wins by 2a. GtJf5 GtJf5 29 . ef b3 30. f6 
'i!td6 3 1 . f7 <i!te 7 32. d6+- 28. <i!?f5 
fi:ld6 29. �e5 fi:lf7 30. <i!?f4 fi:ld8 31 . 
lilf5 <i!?f8 32. g6 ltle6 33. de a4 34. 
�e5 Black resigned . 

Boleslavsky - Bronstein 
Moscow, 1 950 

644 � 
644. White is better because of 

Black's weak pawns at b5 and c7. 
1 .  fi:ld5 Ila7 After 1 . . .  il.d5 2 .  lld5 
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�aba (or 2 . . .  Heba 3 .  e5! Gt::\e5 4. 
il..e5 de 5 .  �ee5 c6 6. �d6 �ca 7. 
Jlc5 �a6 a .  h4 White retains the 
advantage) 3 .  �a1 ! 2. Iled 1 fi:le5 3. 
lLe5 Ile5 4. fi:le3 The white knight is 
stronger than the opponent's bish­
op; in addition , the black rooks 
are separated . Black has a hard job 
of defending his position . 4 . . .  Ad7 5. 
Ilc3 Ae6 6. Ild4 g5 7. g3 This move 
al lows Black to sharpen the game. 
Stronger is 7. �dd3 fol lowed by a. 
�a3 ,  keeping the advantage . 7 . . .  
<i!?f8 8. <i!?f2 f6 9.  Ildd3 g4 I f  the 
white pawn were at g2 ,  this move 
would not have been so dangerous. 
1 0. Ila3 Ila3 1 1 .  Ila3 Ilh51 1 2. fg 
Ilh2 13. <i!?f3 �e7 14. Ila8 Ac4 15. 
fi:lf5 �d7 1 6. Ilh8 Ilc2? A draw 
could have been reached by 1 6  . . .  
il..e2! 1 7. 'i!tf4 �f2 1 a . 'i!te3 Jlh2! 
After the move in  the game White 
obtains good winning chances . 17. 
Ilh7 �c8 1 8. Ilh6 Ilb2 1 9. Ilf6 
Ilb4 20. g51 The g-pawn is extreme­
ly dangerous. 20 .. . Ad3 [20 . . .  �b1  
loses in  view of  2 1 . g6 b4 22 .  Gt::\e3! 
il..a2 23. g7 threatening GtJd5] 21 . 
Ile6 d5 The only opportunity, sti l l  
insufficient. 22. fi:le7 Also good is 22.  
g6 il..e4 (or 22 . . .  de 23. <i!te3 il..c4 
24. �e4 � b3 25. 'i!tf4 �d3 26. 
�c4! be 27. Gt::\e7 +-) 23. Wf4 il..g2 
24. Wg5 il..h3 25. g7 �g4 26. 'i!th6 
llg7 27. �ea 'i!td7 2a. Gt::\g7+-, and 
White wins. 22 . . .  �d7 23. ed Ilb3 
[23 . . .  � b 1  does not save Black 
either in  view of 24. g6 �f1 25. 'i!te3 
�d 1 26 . Gt::\c6 il..g6 27. Gt::\e5 <i!tca 
2a . �g6 �d5 29. <i!te4, winn ing ;  or 
23 . . .  il..c4 24. g6 Jla4 25. g7 �aa 
26 . �e5 'i!td6 27. 'i!tf4! +-] 24. <i!?f4 
Ilb4 25. <i!?f3 Ilb3 26. �g4 Ilb4 27. 
�h5 Ile4 28. fi:lg6! b4 On 2a . . .  �e6 
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Boleslavsky poi nts out the fol lowing 
l ine: 29 . de �d6 (or  29 . . .  �ea 30. 
llJf4 Ae4 3 1 . g6 �f8 32 .  �h6 b4 
33 .  g7 �g8 34. llJh5 with inevitable 
mate) 30.  llJf4 Ac2 3 1 . g6 b4 32 .  
�h6 b3 33 . g7 b2 34.  g8� b 1 �  
35.  �dB �c6 36.  e7 , and White 
wins .  29. ctlf81 �dB 30. g61 lle6 
31 . g71 Ae2 32. �g5 lle4 33. � 
llg4 34. ctlg6 llg6 35. �g6 Ad3 
36. �h6 Black resigned . 

645 

Averbakh - Bannik 
URS, 1 954 

± 

645. From the viewpoint of strate­
gy, Black's position is lost. He has the 
weak pawns at a6, b7 and f5 , which 
are d ifficult to defend . The f7-knight 
does not have any prospects . 
Y.Averbakh , the great endgame the­
orist, confidently converts his ad­
vantage into a win . 1  . . .  ctlh8 2. h51 
ctlf7 3. a5 ctld8 Black does not have 
any counterplay, and therefore he 
has to stick to waiting tactics . 4. b51 
Ac8 Sooner or later White wi l l  force 
his opponent to capture on b5 . 5. 
� �e8 6. �d4 �7 7. Ad3 ctlf7 
8. ctla41 Threatening 9. llJb6 .  8 . . .  ab 
9. Ab5 Ad7 1 0. Ad71 The transition 
to a kn ight end ing wi ns qu ickly, 
because Black is unable to parry two 
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opponent's threats: to penetrate with 
the king to b6 and to attack the f5-
pawn with the kn ight. 1 0 . • .  �d7 1 1 .  
�c4 �7 1 2. �b5 ctld8 13. ctlc31 
(to the f5-pawn) 13 • • .  ctlf7 14. ctle2 
ctld8 15. ctld4 ctlf7 1 6. ctlf5 It's al l  
over now. 16 • • .  �7 17. �b6 � 
1 8. �71 �7 1 9. ctld4 ctld8 20. 
ctlb5 �d7 21 . �b6 �e7 22. �7 
Black resigned . In  the starting posi­
t ion White also has another winn ing 
plan , pointed out by Tatiana 
Shumiakina. He can conduct b4-b5 
with the pawn on a4. It is bad for 
Black to respond by a5, since White 
transfers his kn ight to c4, attacking 
the a5-pawn . So a pawn exchange at 
b5 is practical ly forced . After axb5 
axb5 White brings his king to b4, 
which forces Black to play b6. Then 
there fol lows llJd 1 -e3 , and �f6 
would be met by llJc4, winn ing the 
b6-pawn . 

Petrosian - Bannik 

Riga, 1 958 

646 D. ± 

646. 1 .  Ac51 Deep penetration 
into this end ing 's nuances.  Of 
course , White would be better if he 
exchanged both pairs of rooks and 
his bishop for the opponent's kn ight, 
but Petrosian g ives the fol lowing 
assessment: "I can say with confi-
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dence that one would hardly be able �f8 3 1 . �e4 �e8 32. �f5 lL!d7 33. 
to win this position ; maybe the win lL!g8, and the rest is clear. 29. lidS 
would be impossible at al l". 1 . . .  lid1 · lidS 30. �dS ct>d7 31 . �b5 �g7 
2. lid1 Ac5 3. �c5 nee 4. �e4 [or 3 1  . . .  lLlf8 32. �f5 �e7 33. lL!c3 
Black's defense is difficult : all his lL!d7 34. fLld5 li!?f7 35. e4 h6 36. f3 ! 
pieces are passive and the f6-pawn Zugzwang . ]  32. hS �e8 33. ct>d5 
is weak. 4 . . .  lieS No better is 4. . .  Zugzwang again .  33 . . .  f5 34. 'i!ie5 fg 
Iif8 5 .  g'4 Iif7 6 .  I!d6 lL!d7 7 .  35. �c3 'i!ie7 3S. �e4 'i!if7 37. 'i!if5 
Iie6. 5. g4 a5 S. lid3 �d7 7. 'i!ic2 g3 38. fg g4 39. �g5 'i!ig8 40. 'i!ie6 
b6 Under some favorable circum- �c7 41 . ct>d7 �aS 42. e4 �b4 43. 
stances White threatened to squeeze e5 �d3 44. e6 Black resigned . 
the opponent by c4-c5. 8. Jif3 <i!?d8 Keres - Portisch 
9. a3 c5? Black prevents b3-b4, but Moscow, 1 967 

weakens the d5-square,  wh ich wi l l  
be revealed in the future. 1 0. 'i!ic3 
'i!ie7 1 1 .  Jid3 lieS 1 2. lidS �f8 
Black can only wait to see what White 
wi l l  do. 13. �g3 �e6 14. �f5 'i!ie8 
15. e31 �c7 More stubborn would 
have been 1 5  . . .  lLld8 with the idea of 
1 6  . . .  lLlf7. 1 S. lid1 �e6 17. ct>d3 
lic7 1 8. 'i!ie4 lieS On 1 8  . . .  Iid7 
there fol lows 1 9 . lL!d6 �f8 ( 1 9  . . .  
�e7 20. lL!c8) 20. �f5 lL!d4 2 1 . 
�f6! I!d6 22. �e5 Iie6 23. �d5.  
1 9. �dS 'i!ie7 20. �f5 'i!ie8 21 . �dS 
By repetition of moves White accu­
mulates time. 21 . . .  'i!ie7 22. �f5 
'i!ie8 23. a4 �d8 24. �hSI �e6 
There is nothing better. If 24 . . .  ile6 , 
then 25 .  �f5 Iic6 26 . lL!g8+-; 
whereas on 24 . . .  �e7 White wins by 
25. lL!g8 �e8 26. �f5+- 25. �g8 
�f8 [or 25 . . .  00 26. Ild7 �g8 27. 
�d5!+-] 26. Jid21 [26. �f5 does 
not work due to 26 . . .  �f7 27. lL'lh6 
�g7 28 . Eld8 lL!e6 29. Ilea lL!c7! , 
and the white kn ight is trapped . ]  2S . . .  
rl1rT Passive tactics does not save 
Black: 26 . . .  fLld7 27. �f5 �dB 28 . 
e4 �e8 29. f3 �dB 30. l'id7! �d7 
3 1 . fLlf6 with a decisive advantagQ . 
27. �hS 'i!ie8 28. �f5 �es If 28 . . .  
lL'ld7, then 29. �d5 fLlb8 30. fLlh6 

647 • 
647. Black has an edge but a win is 

extremely d ifficult. H is hopes are 
connected main ly with the weakness 
of the b2-pawn . 1 . . .  Acst ln  order to 
cover the c7-square by ii.b6 after 
the eventual lL!a6 . 2. �c6 �d7 3. 
f41?  Wh ite tr ies to activate the 
e2-knight. 3 . . .  f61 4. fe fe 5. �g3 On 
e2 the knight stands badly, therefore 
White transfers it to e3. 5 . . .  'i!if7 S. 
'i!ie2 'i!ie6 7. �f1 Af81 The b5-pawn 
wi l l  be protected by the king ,  while 
the bishop is transferred to c1  in 
order to t ie the opponent's pieces to 
the defense of the b2-pawn . 8. �e3 
8 . . .  ct>ds 9. �b4 �cS 1 o. 'i!if3 Ahs 
1 1 .  h41 Under some favorable cir-
cumstances B lack threatened 
fLlc5-e6-g5 . 1 1  . . .  �d3 [ 1 1 . . .  fLlb3 
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1 2 . <i!te2] 1 2. 'lld1  After 1 2 . l£ld3 cd 
1 3 . g3 (or 1 3 . l£ld 1 Ac 1 !  fol lowed by 
<i!tc5-c4-b3-+) 1 3 . . .  <i!tc5 1 4. <i!tf2 
Ae3 ! 1 5. <i!te3 <i!tc4 1 6 . <i!td2 <i!tb3 
Black wins easily. 1 2  • • .  Ac1 1t seems 
that it's time for White to resign ,  
but. . . 1 3. �e21 'llc5 After 13  . . .  l£Jb2 
1 4. l£lb2 Ab2 1 5. <i!td2 Aa3 1 6 . 
<i!tc2 $.b4 1 7. cb White sets up a 
fortress. Black is unable to break 
through :  if g5, then g3. So Portisch 
has to search for other ways. 14. 
� g51 Threatening 1 5 . . .  g4 fol ­
lowed by 16 . . .  l£le4. 1 5. hg Jl.g5 1 6. 
llla2 � 17. 'llf2 ct>f6 1 8. 'lld1  
'lld3 1 9. g3 �g6 20. �g2 Ad2 21 . 
� �g5 22. �2 Ae1 23. � 
Ad2 24. �e2 Ae1 25. � ct>f61 
Triangu lation . 26. �g2 White can 
move only with his king ,  since on 26. 
g4 Black breaks by 26 . . .  h4; whereas 
26 . !£Jb4 is met by 26 . . .  l£lb4 27. ab 
(27. cb loses also in view of 27 . . .  
Ad2 with the idea of Ac1 ) 27 . . .  il.d2 
fol lowed by Ac 1 ,  il.b2 and a3-+ 
26 . . .  �g6 27. � �5 28. �g2 h4! 
A decisive breakth rough .  29. gh 
«iPf'4! 30. h5 �e4 31 . h6 'llf4 32. «iPf'1 
Ah4 33. 'llb4 Af6 34. �e1 � 35. 
h7 Ji.g7 The h7-pawn is doomed ; the 
b2-pawn is hopelessly weak. The 
game is over. 36. 'llc2 'lld5 37. �d2 
'llf6 38. 'lle1 �e4 39. �f2 «iPfs 40. 
'llg2 'llh7 41 . �e3 �e6 42. 'lle4 
Ah6! 43. �e2 Ae3 44. �e3 'llf6-+ 
45. 'llg5 �5 46. � �h5 47. 'lle4 
'llf4 48. 'llf6 ct>cs 49. �e4 'lld3 50. 
/llg4 �d61 Winning a tempo . 51 . 
'llh6 'llb2 52. lllfT �c5 53. IlleS 
'lld1  54. 'lld7 �d6 55. � 'llc3 
White resigned . 

648. On one hand, Black's dou ­
bled e-pawns are weak. On the other 
hand they control the center. White is 
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Fischer - Smyslov 
Havana, 1 965 

648 /:). 
better, but a win is d ifficult. 1 .  lla6! 
White prevents 1 . . .  Ac5. Worse is 1 .  
Ae3 l£lg4. 1 . . .  lld6 2. �h1 1  [2 . .  . 
l£ld4 was threatened] 2 . . .  'lld7 [2 . .  . 
b4 3 .  cb l£Jb4 4. lla7] 3. Ae3 lld8 
4. h3 h6 5. llfa1 'lldb8 6. naa lld1 
7. �h2 On 7. lld 1 lld1 8 .  <i!th2 
there fol lows 8 . . .  Ad6 ,  and 9.  Aa7? 
is impossible due to 9 . . .  lla 1 -+ 7 .. . 
lla1 8. lla1 'lld7? Stronger is 8 . .  . 
b4! 9. cb il.b4, and Black gets rid of 
h is weak b5-pawn . 9. b41 After this 
move the black pieces are squeezed 
in their own camp.  9 . . .  � 10. 'llf1 
Ad6 1 1 .  g3 Prev�nting the eventual 
l£ld4. 1 1  . . .  1llf6 1 2. 'll 1d2 �e7 13. 
lla6! 'llb8 [ 1 3  . . .  <i!td7 1 4. l£le 1 ]  14. 
liaS c6 1 5. �g2 With the idea of 
<i!tf1 -e2 fol lowed by l£le 1 -d3 . 15  . . .  
'llbd7 1 6. «iPf1 llc8 Stronger was 
1 6  . . .  l£le8 , on which Fischer intend­
ed to play 1 7. l£lb3 l£lc7 1 8 . lla7 
Ilaa 1 9 . l£la5 !£Jb8 20 . lla8 l£la8 2 1 . 
Aa7 <i!td7 22. l£Jb7, retaining the 
sl ight advantage. 17. 'lle1 Illes 1 8. 
'lld3 'llc7 19. c41 be Impossible is 
1 9 . . .  !'las 20. c5+- 20. lllc4 'llb5 
21 . lla6! Black's position has be­
come dangerous - he does not have 
any good move. 21 . . .  ct>f6 [or 2 1 . . .  
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ll:lbS 22 .  !las ll:lc7 23.  ll:ld6 c.!i>d6 
24. it.c5 c.!i>d7 25. ltle5+-] 22. 
Ac1 1 The decisive maneuver - the 
bishop is transferred to b2. 22 .. . 
Ab8 23. Ab2 Threatening f4. 23 . .  . 
c5 24. �b6 Also good is 24. Ila5 
cb 25 .  ll:lce5!  24 . . .  �b6 25. llb6 
o4 No better is 25 . . .  ll:ld4 26. ll:lc5 
it.a7 27. ll:ld7 c.!i>g5 2S. h4 c.!i>h5 29. 
!lb7 Ilc2 30.  !la7 Ilb2 3 1 . ll:le5 
!lb4 32 .  !lg7+- 26. �c5 c3 And 
Black res igned i n  view of the fo l low­
ing variation :  27. it.c 1 ll:ld4 2S . 
ll:ld7 c.!i>e7 (or  2S . . .  c.!i>f7 29. !lbS 
!lbS 30. ll:lbS ll:lb3 3 1 . it.a3 c2 32 .  
ll:lc6+-) 29.  ll:lbS ll:lb3 30.  !l b7 
c.!i>dS 3 1 . !ld7! c.!i>eS 32 .  !lg7 with 
White's decisive advantage . 

Larsen - Fischer 
Monaco, 1 967 

649 A + 
649. Black is sl ightly better thanks 

to his possession of the d4-square.  
1. . .  �b71 2. �f2 [2. b4? it.b4-+] 
2 . . .  Ac5 3. Ac5 �bc5 4. lld1 h51 
Black does not al low the opponent's 
knight to move to g4. On 4 . . .  ll:ld4? 
there fol lows the unpleasant 5. ll:lg4! 
f6 6 .  f4! 5. lld5?1 Necessary is 5. 
ll:ld3 ll:ld3 6 .  it.d3 ll:ld4 7. c.!i>f2 with 
good chances to equalize. 5 . . .  c!>f6 
6. h4 �e7 7. Ao4 Not 7. !le5 in view 
of 7 . . .  c6 ! fol lowed by S . . .  ll:ld7 or 
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S . . .  f6 , and the white rookis trapped . 
7 . . .  c6 S. lld2 �d4 9. �1 [9. ltld3 ! ]  
9 . . .  f5 10. b4? Better is 1 0 . ll:ld3. 
10 . . .  b51 1 1 .  AgS White loses after 
both 1 1 . be be; and 1 1 . it.b5? 
ll:lcb3-+ 1 1  . . .  fel 1 2. fe I f  1 2 . be , 
then 1 2  . . .  e3 1 3 . !ld4 (or  1 3 . !ld3 
ef 1 4. c.!i>f2 !las 1 5 . it.a2 b4) 1 3  . . .  
ed 1 4. ll:ld3 Ila3 1 5 . c.!i>e2 !lc3 , 
and B lack wins .  1 2  . . .  �d7 13. lld3 
lla61 14.  llc3 c51 1 5. g4? A deci­
sive m istake . Wh ite cou ld  have 
retained drawing chances by 1 5 . be 
b4 1 6 . Ilc 1  !la3 1 7 . c6 . 1 5  . . .  o4 
1 6. gh gh 1 1. Ads �f6 1 8. llg3 
�d5 1 9. ed llf6 20. �g2 �f5 21 . 
llh3 llg6 22. �3 �d4 23. �e3 
llg2 24. llh1 �d6 25. �e4 �d5 
26. �c3 �e6 27. llc1 (27 . . .  !lc2 
was threatened) 27 . . .  llh2 28. a4 
llh3 29. � �b3 30. �g2 �c1 
31 . �h3 ba 32. �a4 �e2-+ 33. b5 
c3 34. b6 c2 35. �c5 �d5 36. �b3 
[36. ll:ld3 ll:lf4-+] 36 . . .  �c6 37. 
�g2 �b6 White resigned . 

Kagan - Keres 
Petropo1is, 1 973 

650 A 
650. An approximately equal posi ­

t ion has arisen , typical for the 
Exchange variation of the Ruy Lopez. 
The decisive factor in such positions 
is the class of opponents. 1 . . .  Ae6 2. 



1 54 

a3?1 Preparing the next move which 
has led White to a worse position . 2 . . .  
b6 3. �d5 Better is 3 .  ild2, though 
in  this case too , Black is already 
sl ightly better. 3 . . .  l1.d51 4. ed �e7 5. 
c3 Necessary is 5. c4. 5 • . .  �15 S. 
l1.c1 <it?d7 7. <it?f1 lie1 a.lie1 b5 9. 
lid1 lie8 Loss of time. Better is 9 . . .  
h 5  o r  9 . . .  c4! , fixing white pawns . 10. 
g4 �e7 1 1 . l1.e3 �ea [ 1 1 . . .  c4] 1 2. 
b4 c4 13. a41? ba 14. �d2? Better is 
1 4. !Ia1  l:iJe7 1 5 . Ila4 l:iJd5 1 6 . 
Ad4! 14  . . .  �b6 1 5. l1.b6 cb 1S. �c4 
b5 17. �as lie4 1 a. lid3 .b5 19. 
f3 More stubborn is 1 9 . d6.  1 9  . • .  lif4 
20. <it?e2 a3 21 . <it?d2 a2 22. �b3 
a51 23. dS ab 24. �c5 <it?cS White 
lost on time. 

Botvinnik - Larsen 
Leiden, 1 970 

651 b. ± 

S51 . White is better. He possesses 
more space, his rook occupies the 
only open file and can attack the 
opponent's weak pawns at c6 and 
h6. And , last but not least , Black has 
to watch over the b4-b5 break­
throug h .  1 .  <it?f2 ct>ra 2. <it?f3 h5 
Better is 2 . . .  <i!te8 . 3. <it?e21 <it?g7 
[4. il h3 was threatened] 4. l1.e1 
<it?gS 5. lia7 Ada s. l1.c3 White 
intends to bring his king to a4 and 
conduct b4-b5 .  S ... h4 7. <it?d3 h3 a. 
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gh Of course , not 8 .  g3?, after which 
Black obtains the g4-square and the 
white pawn on h2 becomes weak. 
a .. . l1.h4 9. <it?e21 White tries to use 
his h-pawns .  9 • . .  l1.da 10. <it?fa l1.h4 
1 1 .  <it?g2 lida 1 2. <it?f3 Ilea 13. <it?e2 
There is no need to hurry. 13  . . .  l1.da 
More rel iable is 1 3  . . .  <i!tg7. 14  . .1\e1 
f6 The unpleasant 1 5 . h4 fol lowed by 
1 6 . h5 was threatened . 1 5. <it?fal 
Weaker is 1 5 . ef Af6 . 15 . • .  fe 1 S. fe 
lic7 1 7. liaa Ag5 1 a. liga 
Suddenly the black king is in  danger. 
1a ... <it?h5 19. h4 l1.hS 20. liha <it?gS 
21 . h51 Black's situation becomes 
critical . 21 . . .  <it?g7 [2 1 . . .  <i!th5 is 
impossible due to 22. Ad2+-] 22. 
liaa Ags 23. lias Ilea In response 
to 23 . . .  <i!tf7 White can also play 24. 
b5 , and if 24 . . .  cb, then 25. c6 fol ­
lowed by Aa5 and c7, and White 
wins. 24. b51 cb 25. lie6 l1.c1 [25 . . .  
ilc5 loses the bishop due to 26 . 
!lg6 <i!th7 27. figS] 2S. Ab4 d4 27. 
ligS <it?h7 2a. lidS l1.b2 No better is 
28 . . .  Ae3 29 . c6 f4 30. <i!te4! , and 
White wins. 29. lid71 Cit?ga 30. e6 
l1.c3 31 . e7 Ilea 32. lida rM1 33. 
Ilea <it?ea 34. c61 Black resigned . On 
34 . . .  Ab4 there fol lows 35. c7. 

652 

Estevez - Karpov 
Leningrad, 1 973 
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652. The position is "du l l", but 
th is  in no way means a d raw. 
Black's task is to advance h is b­
pawn . 1  • . •  �f6 2. �d2 Black threat­
ened 2 . . .  lDe4 fo l l owed by 3 . . .  
lDc3 . 2 • • •  �eB! 3. f3 �c7 4. Ae2 
Ac21 Preventing  5 .  e4. 5. � [5 .  
e4 would be met by 5 . . .  il..f4! with 
B lack's advantage . ]  5 . . .  Aa4 6.  
�e5 b5 7.  �d3 Stronger is 7 .  g4! 
7. . .  h41 Blockad ing  the wh ite 
pawns .  8. �b2 [8. e4 fol lowed by 9 .  
<i!te3 deserved attention . ]  8 . • .  .llb4 
9. �b1 .llb3 1 0  . .lld3 Ac4 1 1 .  e4 
g5 1 2. ed Ads 1 3 . �d 1 Ac6 
Black's advantage has become 
obvious . 1 4. �bc3 Ad7 1 5. �e4 
Ae7 1 6. �c5? This move loses a 
pawn , but it is d ifficult to suggest 
anyth ing better. 1 6  . • .  Acs 17. de 
�e61 1 8. �c3 b4 1 9. �e4 b3 20. 
�d2 �c5 21 . Ab1 <iPf6 There is no 
defense against Black's king's pen­
etration to c3 or g3 .  Wh ite resigned .  

Spassky - Lj ubojevic 
Montreal, 1 979 

653. White is slightly better thanks 
to his compact group of pawns in the 
center. 1 .  llhb1 ! Threatening 2. a4 
bxa4 3. Ilb7 <i!te8 4. llc7 lDe7 5. c4! 
with an overwhelming advantage. 1 . . .  
llabB? It was necessary to under-
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mine the white center by 1 . . .  f6 ! 2. 
Acs llhcB 3. Ads The bishop on d6 
seriously cramps Black. 3... llb7 4. 
a4 �dB 5. ab ab No better is 5 . . .  lib5 
6. lib5 ab 7. lla7 <i!tc6 8. <i!te3. 6. 
�2f6 7. d4 �fl 8. Ab4 fe 9. fe �h6 
Alas, the black knight can reach nei­
ther d5, nor c4. 1 0. lla5 � 1 1 . �  
g6 1 2. Ac5 llcb8 13. lla6 llc8 14. 
ct>e4- llcc7 Black is helpless. 1 5. ci>f4 
By threatening 1 6. <i!tg5, White forces 
Black to weaken his K-side. 15 . . .  h6 
1s. ct>e4 g5 17. llba1 Ilea 1 a. lle61 
A decisive blow. 1 8  ... llc5 [ 1 8 . . .  <i!te6 
1 9 . Ila6 <i!td7 20. <i!tf5+- is also 
hopeless . ] 1 9. ci>fs llc3 20. llh6 
rl;c7 21 . llh7 Ci!?b6 22. llb7 Ci!?b7 23. 
e6 rl;c7 24. lla7 Ci!?b6 25. llaa Black 
resigned . 

Karpov - Ljubojevic 
Montreal, 1 979 

654 6. ;t 
654. 1 .  lla1 ! �b4 2. lla7 h5 

Stronger is 2 . . .  h6. 3. Af4! Only a 
draw results from 3 .  Ilb7 llb7 4. 
il..b7 lDc2! 3 . . .  �d3 4 . .llg5 Ild7 5. 
Ilb7 Ild4 6. e61 The best opportu­
nity. By destroying the opponent's 
pawn phalanx White obtains some 
winn ing chances . 6 . . .  fe 7. Ile7 lld6 
Also possible is 7 . . .  lDe5;t 8. Ae4 e5 
9. Ilc7 AfB 1 0. Ae3 �f4 Although 
the position is drawn , i t  is unpleasant 
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to play it with Black. 1 1 .  Ilea cl1g7 
1 2. g3 lLle6 13.  �g2 lLe7 14. Iib8 
Ag5 15. Iib7 clJf6 1 6. Aa7 .i.d2 
Much better is 1 6  . . .  h4, depriving 
White of possibi l ity to fix the g6-
pawn . 17. Iib3 Aa5 1 8. h4 lLld4 19. 
Iib7 lLle6 [ 1 9  . . .  ltlf5 20. Ac5] 20. 
Ae3 Ac3 After 20 . . .  g5?! 2 1 . hg 
ltlg5 22.  Ac2! Black sti l l  faces prob­
lems. 21 . Iib3 Ad4 22. Ah6 lLlg7 
23. Ag5 ri1f7 24. Iib7 Better is 24. 
llf3 <i!?g8 (or 24 . . .  <i!?e8 25. Ah6) 25 . 
.te7 lla6 26. llf8 <i!?h7 27. Af6 ! 
with a decisive advantage. 24 . . .  clJga 
25. JLe7 Iia6 26. .i.d5 cl1h7 27. 
Ag5 Iid6 28. Ae4 clJga 29. Iiba 
ri1f7 [29 . . .  <i!?hn 30. Ht8 ! l  30. Ilea 
lLle6 31 . Ah6 Acsl Threatening to 
exchange rooks. 32. Iia8 Iid8 33. 
Iia5 Iid6 34. Ab1 Ad4 [34 . . .  <i!?f6 
deserved attention , for example 35 . 
.tg5 <i!?g7 36 . .te7 llc6] 35. Iiaa 
More precise is 35. !la3 ! with the 
idea of Llf3.  35 . . .  Ac5 36. Aa2 clJf6 
37. Iiea .i.d4 38. Ilea Iia6 39. Ac4 
Iic6 40 . .i.d31 The bishop is firing 
along two diagonals. 40 . . . ri1f7 41 . 
Iiaa Iid6 42. Ae4 Ac5 43. �1 
Iid1 44. �g2 If 44. <i!?e2, then 44 . . .  
lld6, threatening li:ld4. 44.. .  lld6 
45. Ab1 .i.d4 I nteresting is 45 . . .  
llb6 46. Aa2 Hb2?! 47. lla6 Llf2 
48 . <i!?h3 Ha2 49 . lla2 e4 with an 
unclear position . 46. Iia31 lLlc7 47. 
Aa2 �e8 48. Iif3 lLle6 49. Ab1 1 
lLlc5 50. Iif8 �e7? A decisive mis­
take. Black could have offered the 
most tenacious resistance by 50 . . .  
<i!?d7 5 1 . Hg8 e4 52. Af8 -llf6 53 . 
.tc5 .tc5 54. Ae4 Llf2 55 . �h3 
Ad6. 51 . Iig8 Now White is winn ing .  
51 . . .  e4 [or  5 1  . . .  Llb6 52 . .tg6 Iib2 
53 . .tg5 �e6 54. !lf8+-] 52. Af8 
Black resigned . 52 . . .  00 53. Aa2+-

MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

Huebner - Ftacnik 
Poljanica Zdroj, 1 995 

655. White has a small edge, but 
he is unable to win if Black defends 
correctly. Having made some inac­
curacies, Ftacnik step by step finds 
himself i n  a hopeless position . 1 .  g4 
.i.d5 2. Ac2 g6 3. lLlg3 cl1e7 The 
first inaccuracy. After 3 . . .  Ad6 4. 
ltle4 Ae7 fol lowed by <i!?f7 the game 
is equal . 4. lLle4 lLld8 5. g51 fg 6. 
lLlg5 h6 7. lLle4 White has achieved 
something : he has the strong e4-
square, whi le the black g6- and h6-
pawns are weak. These advantages, 
however, are insufficient for a win .  
7 . . .  � 8. lLlc5 .i.d6 9. lLle4 Ac7 
10. 'llc3 Ae6 1 1 .  cl1g2 g5? This 
move weakens the l ight squares . 
Better is 1 1  . . .  ltlc6;;!;; 1 2. Ae4 .i.d6 
13. 'lle2 Ac4 14. 1llg3 �e6 15. clJf3 
The king is heading for h5.  1 5  . . .  .i.d5 
If 1 5  . . .  <i!?f6 , then 1 6 . �g4 with the 
idea of 1 7. f4. 1 6. cl;g4 .b4 17. lLle4 
lLlf7 1 8. �h5 b6? After this mistake 
Black is hardly able to save the 
game; correct was 1 8 . . .  <i!?f5! 1 9  . 
li:ld6 (or 1 9 . ltlg3 �f6 20. f4 gf 2 1 . ef 
Ac7) 1 9 . . .  li:ld6 20. �h6 g4. 19. 
cl1g6 Ata 20. Ac3 lllha 21 . cl1h7 
lllf7 22. cl1g8 lLe7 23. f3 h5 White 
threatened �g7, ltlg3 and e4 fol -
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lowed by ttlf5 . 24. rl;g7 g4 25. fg hg 
26. rl;g6 a5 27. rl;h5 1i!?d5 28. �d2 
ab 29. Ab4 Ab4 30. ab rl;c6 31 . 
rl;g4 The game transposed into a 
knight ending in which the h-pawn 
becomes a decisive factor. 31 . . .  
rl;b5 32. r�;ts rl;b4 aa .  rl;g6 �de 34. 
rl;tsJ ("shoulder-charg ing") 34 . . .  
rl;ca 35 .  �b1 rl;c4 36. h4 1i!?d5 37. 
h5 �e6 38. �c3 rl;d6 39. �e4 1i!?d7 
40. h6 �f8 41 . t:!Jrl Black resigned . 

Fischer - Petrosian 
Buenos Aires, 1 97 1  

656 .  Black's weak pawns at a7 
and d5 secure White a clear advan­
tage .  Fischer ski l l fu l ly converts i t  
i nto a win .  1 .  Ac51 The exchange of 
the dark-sq uared b ishops is i n  
White's favor. 1 . . .  Ilfe8 2. Ae7 
Ile7 3. b41 Preventing 3 . .  a5 . 3 . . .  
rl;t8 [3 . . .  a 5  fai ls t o  4.  b5 ! ]  4 .  �c5 
Ac8 5. f3 Ilc7 There is noth ing 
better. 6. Iles Ad7 7. �d71 Black 
threatened 7 . . .  Ab5 , whereas 7 .  a4 
would be met by 7 . . .  Ac6 , prepar­
ing 8 . . .  ttld7. 7 . . .  Ild7 8. Ilc1 Ild6 
9. Ilc7 �d7 1 0. Ile2 g6 1 1 .  rl;t2 
h5 Black is nearly in  zugzwang . Bad 
is 1 1  . . .  ttlb6 in view of 1 2 . Hee7; 
whereas on 1 1  . . .  a5 strong is 1 2 . 
b5.  1 2. f4 h4 1 3. rl;f3 f5 1 4. rl;e3 d4 
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1 5. rl;d2 �b6 1 6. Ilee7 �d5 17. 
Ilf7 rl;ee 1 8. Ilb7 �b4 1 9. Ac4 
Black resigned . 

The fo l lowing end ing is another 
masterpiece . 

Karpov - Kasparov 
Moscow, 1 984 

657. The position may seem to be 
completely equal , but this is not the 
case . White's pieces are more active 
and the black pawns at a7 and c5 
may become targets for attack. 1 .  
Ilfc1 1 A strong preventative move. 
First, White intends to transfer his b 1 -
rook to a5, and protects the c3-pawn 
beforehand . Second , he prepares to 
bring his king to the center. 1 . . .  Ab7 
Another bishop's move, 1 . . .  Ad7, 
has its own drawbacks. In this case 
Black has to consider the eventual 
invasion Aa6 fol lowed by ttle5. 2. 
rl;f1 AdS Or 2 . . .  Ac6 3. ttle5 Aa4 4. 
Aa6 II fdB 5 .  Ae2 threatening 6. 
ttld3 . 3. Ilb51 �d7 Now 3 . . .  h2 is 
impossible due to 4. c4 - the rook at 
c 1  begins to play! ; Deserving atten­
tion was 3 . . .  !lacS 4.  lla5 !Ic7 5 .  c4 
Aaa with a worse, but defensible 
position . 4. Ila5 Ilfb8 Black threat­
ens to invade 5 . . .  H b2 ,  but White 
parries this threat by a series of pre-
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ventive moves.  5. c4! Ac6 6. li)e1 ! 
Ilb4 [6. . .  ilb2 1. liJd3] 7. Ad1 !  
Preventing 7 . . .  .§.a4. 7 . . .  Ilb7 a. f3 
ilda 9. li)d3 gS 1 0. Ab31 If the 
immediate 1 0 . ltJc5, then 1 0  . . .  ltJc5 
1 1 .  !lc5 llb2! 1 2 . !lc6 lldd2! with 
good drawing chances for B lack. 
1 o. . .  !it>fa 1 1 .  li)cS li)cS 1 2. lieS 
ild6 13. �e2 �e7 14. ild1 !  ild1 
1 5. �1 �d6 1 6. liaS fS!? Passive 
tactics are unpromising ,  therefore 
Black attempts to obtain counterplay 
even at the cost of weakening h is K­
side pawns.  17. �e2 h5 1 a. e4 Also 
possible is 1 8 . �d3 fol lowed by e4. 
1 a  . . .  fe 19. fe Ae4 20. Ilgs Ats 21 . 
�e3 The prel iminary 2 1 . h4, fixing 
the h5-pawn , was probably even 
stronger. 21 . .. h4 22. �d4 e5 23. 
�c3 Ab1 24. a3 The immediate 24. 
!l g4! ? deserved attention . 24 . . .  
Ile7 25. Ilg4 h3! This i s  stronger 
than 25 . . .  e4 26. Ad 1 llf7 27. �d4± 
26. g3 Ilea 27. Ilg7 ilta 2a. Ila7 
ilf2 29. �b4 ilh2 [29 . . .  llb2 does 
not save either in view of 30. c5 �c6 
3 1 . �c4 Ac2 32. lla6 �c7 33. Ac2 
llc2 34. �d5 Ii h2 35. !la7 �b8 
36. llh7 !'rh 1 37. �e4! h2 38. �f3 
!!a 1 39. !lh2 !la3 40. �g4 Hc3 41 . 
lle2 llc5 42 . �f5, and White wins. ]  
30. c5 �c6 31 . Aa4 �dS 32. ild7 
� No better is 32 . . .  �e6 33.  c6 
llb2 34. Ab3 llb3 35. �b3 Ae4 
36. !Ida Ac6 37. iih8 Ag2 38. a4 
�f5 39. !Ih4+- 33. c6 ilb2 34. 
�aS! ilba [34 . . .  h2 35. c7 h 1 �  36. 
Ac6+-] 35. c7 Ilea 36. �b6 �e3 
37. Ac6 h2 3a. g4 ilha 39. ild1 
Aa2 40. ile1 !it>f4 41 . ile4 �g3 42. 
lieS �g4 43. ile2 Black resigned .  

65a. Black's advantage may be 
approximately evaluated as 6:4.  The 
white pawns at f3 and g4 are weak, 
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Neverov - Dreev 
Tallin, 1 986 

the pawns at a2 and c5 may become 
weak in the future ,  and wh ich is the 
most important, White's knight is tied 
up to the c3-square.  A win ,  however, 
is d ifficult. 1 .  Ad2 Passive tactics 
lead to a defeat. Better is 1 .  Ac7! e5 
( 1 . . . �e6 2. �e3 ltJe5 3. Ae5 �e5 
4. b4) 2.  �e3 �e6 3. ltJe4 or 3 .  
Ad6+; Another promising move i s  1 .  
g5,  intending to get rid of the g4-
weakness . For example, 1 . . .  e5 2 .  
Ad2 f5 3 .  GtJd5 fol lowed by 4. GtJb4 
with rough ly equal chances. 1 . . .  
li)eS! Threatening 2 . . .  Ac6. 2 .  �g3 
Ac6 3. f4 1i)d3! 4. Ae3 e5! 5. fe fe 6. 
�h4 White's king is cut off from the 
a-side.  6 . . .  'it>f6 7. �g3 �e6 a. �h4 
'it>f6 9. �g3 aS! Black improves his 
position . 1 0. Ag1 a61 1 1 .  Ae3 �e6 
1 2. �h4 Ah1 13. �g3 If 1 3 . �g5 
Af3 ! 1 4. �h4, then 1 4  . . .  �d7 1 5. 
�g3 Ah 1 fol lowed by 1 6  . . .  �c6. 
1 3  . . .  �d7 14. li)d1 White does not 
have any good move. 14  . . .  li)b4 15. 
li)c3 �c6 16. �h4 1i)c2 17. Af2 e4 
The rest is clear. 1 a. �g5 e3 19. 
Ag3 �cS 20. li)e2 Af3 21 . li)g 1 
Ad1 22. h3 hS! The simplest. 23. 
�g6 hg 24. hg [or 24. h4 e2 25. h5 
e 1 �  26. Ae 1 ltJe1 27. h6 GtJf3!-+] 
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24 . . .  Ag4 25. �g5 Act1 26. �5 
..t>d4 27. �e6 illb4! 28. Ae1 llla2 
29 • .b5 /llc1 30. b4 Ag4 31 . �d6 
e2 White resigned . 

659 

Gheorghiu - Karpov 
Luzem, 1 982 

659. The position is nearly equal . 
"Black has two small advantages: his 
king is better sh ielded by the pawns,  
and h is  queen is more active" 
(A. Karpov) . 1 .  1rc2 1rh5 2. illf1 
Dangerous is 2 .  h4 due to 2 . . .  g5 or 
2 . . .  �e5 .  2 . . •  �d7 3. 1rc3 Correct is 
3 .  �d3 l.Lld6 4. �a6 �b5 5 .  �b5 
l.Llb5 6. c.!i>d3 with a probable draw. 
3 . . •  f6 4. h4 illd6 5. � lllb5 6. 1rd3 
[6 . �c4 �e5] 6 . • .  �7 7. 1lle3 1rc5 
8. 1rd2 a5 9. 1rd3 illd4 Black has 
noticeably improved h is  position . 
1 0. �g2 [ 1 0 . a4 �b4 1 1 . l.Llc2 
�b3+ ; or 1 0 . �c4 �d6+] 10 . . .  
IlleS! 1 1 .  a4 llle5 [ 1 1 . . .  �d4 1 2 . 
�c2! ]  1 2. 1rd2 1rd6 13.  1rc3? This 
leads to serious difficu lties . Better is 
1 3 . �c2!  �d3 1 4. c.!?f2 . 13 . . •  1rd3 
14. 1rd3 illd3 1 5. lllc4 illc1 1 1 6. 
lllb6 An attempt of 1 6 . b4 does not 
work because of 1 6 . . .  ab 1 7 . c.!i>f2 
c.!i>d7 1 8 . l.Llb6 c.!?c6 1 9 . l.Llc4 c.!?c5 20. 
l.Llb2 c.!i>d4 2 1 . a5 c.!?c5! 16 . . •  illb3 17. 
e5!? The best chance . 17 . . .  fe 1 8. 
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lllc4 �d7 1 9. � � 20. /lle5 [or 
20. c.!?e3 c.!i>d5 2 1 . l.Llb6 c.!?c5 22. 
l.Lld7 c.!i>b4-+] 20. . .  ..t>d5 21 . illd3 
lllc5 22. � [22. l.Llb2 c.!i>d4-+] 
22 • . .  llla4 The rest is clear. 23. illf4 
�e5 24. illd3 �d6 25. �d4 illb6 
26. IlleS h6 27. illf7 �e7 28. IlleS 
a4 29. �c3 ..t>d6 30. illd3 illd5 31 . 
�b2 1lle3 White resigned . 

Panchenko - Kuporosov 
Pardubice, 1 994 

660. After the opening 1 . illf3 d5 2. 
c4 c6 3. e3 illf6 4. /llc3 Ag4 5. 1rb31 
1rb6 6. cd 1rb3 7. ab Af3 8. gt llld5 
9. llld5 cd 1 0. d4 IlleS 1 1 .  Act2 e6 
the game, passing the midd legame, 
has transposed into an ending .  This 
event often occurs in modern chess. 
The position is approximately equal , 
and White's only possible plan is to 
uti l ize the a-fi le .  Black's position , 
however, is very solid and White's win 
is questionable. 1 2. l:la41 Preventing 
1 2 . . .  Ab4. If 1 2 . Ab5?, then 1 2  . . .  
c.!i>dTt=! 1 2  . . .  Acl6 13.  b4 ..t>d7 14. b5 
llle7 1 5. Act3 f5?1 A dubious deci ­
s ion . B lack prevents the e3-e4 
advance, but seriously weakens his 
K-side. 1 6. �e2 b6 Black intends to 
bring his a8-rook to b7 after the pre­
l iminary l.Llca . 17. l:lha1 illcB 1 8. 
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llg1 1 As long as the a7-pawn is 
B lack's on ly weakness , White is  
unable to win .  Therefore, White tries 
to create another weakness in the 
opponent's camp,  this time on the K­
side. 1 8  . • •  g6 On 1 8  . . .  !lg8 unpleas­
ant is 1 9 . e4! 1 9. h4 fi.)e7 20. llga1 1 
fl.)ca [20 . . .  Ab8 looks ug ly. ] 21 . h5 
llb8 After 2 1  . . .  gh 22. ll h 1  the h7-
pawn becomes hopelessly weak; 
whereas 21 . . .  gS would be met by 
22. h6 !± 22. llh1 llg8 23. hg hg 24. 
llh7 White's advantage is obviously 
magnified . 24 . . .  Jl..e7 25. e41 It is to 
White's benefit to open up the game. 
25 ... llb7 [2S . . .  fe 26. fe de 27. Ae4 
is clearly in White's favor.]  26. lla1 
�8 [26 . . .  ti:ld6 27. AgSJ 27. llg1 
fi.)d6 28. Af41 fe More stubborn 
would have been 28 . . .  !ld7. 29. fe 
de After 29 . . .  ti:le4 30. Ae4 de 3 1 . 
�e3 Black also faces unpleasant 
problems. 30. Ad6 ed 31 . <iPd3 lld7 
Better is 3 1 . . .  �ea fol lowed by 
32 . . .  lld7. 32. Jl..es?l White has 
missed a deadly blow, 32 .  !lg6! , 
but he is winn ing i n  any case. 32 . . .  
g5  33. �e4 �eB 34 .  llc1 From the 
other side. 34 . . .  g4 35. llc6 llfB 
36. Ag3 �dB [or 36 . . .  llf6 37. 
Ah4 fol lowed by llc8] 37. lle6 
Af6 38. lld7 �d7 39. lld6 �e7 
40. llc6 lld8? A b lunder, but 
B lack's position was hopeless any­
way. 41 . llf6 Black resigned . 

661 . 1 .  Ah3! The immediate 1 .  dS 
is also possible, for example 1 . . .  ed 
2 :  AdS Ae6 3 .  Ae6 (or 3 .  Aa7 !laa 
4. Ae6 fe s. Ae3 !la2 6. !lea �f7 
7. !lc7 �8! 8. !lb7 !laS±) 3 . . .  fe 4. 
!lc7, and White has an edge. 1 . . .  
ci>ea 2. d5 .1Ld7 3.  d6 .ada 4.  Ag2 
b6 5. f4 Ilea 6. � llc1 7 . .1Lc1 
Now V. Kramnik has his word : "It is 
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Kramnik - Lautier 
Horgen, 1 995 

661 D. ± 

hard to g ive a defin ite conclusion , 
whether or not this ending is won for 
White. I think, the position is play­
able . " 7 . . .  Ab5 8. JLe4 Black is 
faced with a difficult choice : which 
pawn to move? 8 . . .  h6 After 8 . . .  g6 
White can advance his K-side pawns 
by g4 and fS . 9. JLe3 �d7 1 0. �e1 
.ILc6 1 1 .  Ad3 Of course , not 1 1  . 
Ac6 . 1 1  . . .  Ad5 1 2. a3 f6 An 
arguable decision - Black voluntarily 
weakens his e6- and g7-pawns. 13. 
�d2 fe 14. fe �  If 14 . . .  Ags,  then 
1 S . Af4! fol lowed by h4. 1 5. � 
Af3 1 6. Ac4 .1Ld5 17. Aa6 Af3 1 8. 
� Ad5 1 9. a4"Now my task is to 
drive the king away from the c6-
square" (V.Kramnik) . 1 9  . . .  lib3 After 
1 9  . . .  �d7 20 . AbS Ac6 2 1 . �c4! 
B lack ends up in zugzwang and 
loses: 2 1 . . .  a6 22. Aa6 Aa4 23 . 
AbS AbS 24. �bS fol lowed by 2S. 
h4! and 26. Axb6+- 20. Ab5 �b7 
21 . Ad7 Ad5 22. � Aa2 23. 
�b4 Ad5 Perhaps , it makes sense 
to go for 23 . . .  gS?! . By the way, White 
could have prevented this move by 
means of 23. h4. 24. h4 Aa2 25. 
Ad2 White's plan is to transfer his 
bishop to f8 via a3. 25 . . .  Ad5 26. 
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Ac1 Aa2 'Zl .  «itc3 Ads 28 . .ILa3 chances . 1 1  . . .  1!fb1 1 2. «ite2? This 
This is the position White aimed at: 
Black is defenseless from iLea and 
d7 fol lowed by iLf8 . 28 ... Aa2 If 28 . . .  
ii.c61 then 29. ii.e6 iLa4 30. iLf7+-
29. Aea Ads ao. d7 JLcs 31 . Ate 
Aa.4 32. Ag7 rllc7 33. Ah6 Ad7 
34. Afl CiteS 35. hS Simpler is 35. 
ii.g5 iLc7 36. �d4+- 3S . . .  «itds 36. 
Ag7 Ags 37. g4 «ite4 38. h6 Ah6 
39. Ah6 «ite5 40. gS " 41 . g6 1i!?JS 
42. Ags litg7 43. litd4 Aa.4 44. 
«ites Ac2 45. Af6 «itfa 46. «itf4 
Black resigned . 

Gelfand - Topalov 
Amsterdam, 1 996 

662. Black is better. "An unpleas­
ant position I I have to play very 
accurately. The d ifference in kn ights 
is particularly noticeable : while his 
kn ight attacks my kn ight defends. " 
(B .Gelfand) .  1 . . .  'lra3 2. «itg2 'f!Vb2 
3. «itg1 'lrc1 4. «itg2 'lrd2 S. «itf1 h6! 
Black has improved his queen's 
posit ion and now threatens the 
CLlh7-g5 maneuver, wi n n i ng the e4-
pawn . 6. ltle2 'lrd1 7. � 'lrc2 8. 
«ite3 'lrb1 9. ltlg3 'lre1 1 0. «itd3 
'lrg1 1 1 .  h4? White threatens 1 2 . h5,  
but weakens h is  g4-pawn . Better is 
1 1 .  �e3 with some d rawi ng 

I I .  

retreat loses a pawn . Necessary was 
1 2 . �d21  not al lowing the enemy 
queen onto the c-fi le . 1 2  . . .  'lrc2 13. 
«itf1 [or 1 3 . �e3 'ti'ca 1 4. g5 hg 1 5 . 
hg \'!fc1 ]  1 3  . . .  'lrc81 14. hS [ 1 4. g5 
hg 1 5 . hg \'!fc1 ]  14  . . .  /tlg4 1 S. 'lre2 
'lrc1 1 6. «itg2 'lrf4 17. hg «itg6 1 8. 
'fWf3 «itgS 1 9. ltlfS 'lrd2 20. «itg 1 hS 
21 . fi::Jg7? 'lrc1 1  22. «itg2 'f!Vb2 23. 
«itg1 'lra1 24. «itg2 'lra2 White 
resigned . 25. �g 1 'i¥a7-+ 

Gelfand - Karpov 
Vienna, 1 996 

663. White has an advantage. By 1 .  
a4! he intends to create the second 
weakness in the opponent's camp.  
1 . . .  fi::Jd8 2. a5 Acs! Worse is 2 . . .  
'Llc6 3 .  'Llc6 iLc6 4 .  CLld4 iLb7 5.  
Iic2± 3. fi::Jc3 .be 4. Af1 ba 
Deserving attention was 4 . . .  b5 !?  In  
this case it would be more difficult for 
White to get to the a6-pawn . 5. ba 
Ilb7 6. Ila1 1 A strong preventative 
move. If the immediate 6. llb1  I then 
6 . . .  �e7 7. llb7 CLlb71 and the aS-
pawn is attacked .  6 . . .  Ilc7 Better is 
6 . . .  �e7; but not 6 . . .  'Lle4? 7.  CLldb5! 
7. fi::Ja2 Ilb7 8. f3 fi::Je6 9. Ildb1 ! 
Ile7 No better is 9 . . . !lb1  1 0 . llb1  
CLld4 1 1 .  ed  th reatening 1 2 . CLlb4 
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and 1 2 . ilb6.  1 0. �b4 �c5 [or 1 0  . . .  
�d4 1 1 .  ed ila7 1 2 . �d3] 1 1 .  Ilc1 
Iib7 1 2. Ilab1 �fd7 1 3. �bc6 Ilc7 
14. �e5 rl;e7 1S. Ilc3 f6 1 6. �d7 
tlid1 17. Ilba �e6 1 a. Ilc7 �c7 
19. Ci!?r2 rl;e7 20. f51 gS 21 . rl;e1 
Black's position is hopeless anyway, 
and Karpov makes an attempt to 
transpose into a rook ending without 
a pawn . 21 . . .  AbS 22 • .ILb5 �b5 23. 
�b5 ab 24. IlbS Ilc6 There is noth­
ing better. 2S. ridS Ilc3 26. rl;d2 
Ila3 27. rl;c21 The simplest. 27 . . .  
Ile3 2a. rl;b2 Ile2 [28 . . .  ilf3 29. 
a6+-] 29. rl;b3 Iih2 30. a6 Iih1 31 . 
rl;b4 Ila1 32. Ila5 Ilb1 33. rl;c5 
Ilb8 34. a7 naa 35. q;ca hS 36. 
rl;b7 [36. lla6!  wins immediately. ] 
36 . . .  Ila7 37. rl;a7 tlid6 3a. rl;b6 h4 
39. Ilc5 h3 40. Ilc2 rl;eS 41 . Iih2 
r�;ts 42. Iih3 rl;r4 43. rl;cS f5 44. 
tlid4 g4 45. fg fg 46. Iiha " 47. 
tlid3 Black resigned . 

664 

Karpov - Kamsky 
Elista, 1 996 

± 
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664. H i s  strong  b lockad i n g  
kn ight  secures Wh ite a n  advan­
tage .  The  presence of  the  opposite 
co lored b ishops does not he lp  
B lack much  because there are so 
many other pieces on the board . 
A .  Karpov ski l l f u l ly converts h i s  
advantage i nto a win .  1 .  Ile1  aS 2 .  
.1lg4 �d6 3.  Ile2 With the idea of 
4. iic2.  3 . . .  a4 Black should have 
kept this pawn on aS . 4. a31 Ilas S. 
Ilc21? Another promis ing conti nu ­
ation is  S .  �f3 ii b3 6 .  il d 1  fol ­
lowed by  llc2 .  S . . .  ridS 6. Ilc7 
Ilas 7. Af3 AgS a. Ild1 ! 
Threaten ing 9 .  �b4. a . . .  Ilea 9. 
Ilea �ca 1 0. h4 Af6 1 1 .  Ilc1 
�d6 1 2. rl;f1 Ae7 Black sticks to 
waiti ng  tactics . 1 3. rl;e2 rl;ra 1 4. 
Ilc7 Af6 1 S. rl;d2 hS 1 6. rl;e2 
White does not hu rry. 1 6  . . .  �fS? 
Under t ime pressure B lack loses a 
pawn . More stubborn wou ld  have 
been 1 6  . . .  �e7 1 7 . �f4 ii b5 1 8 . 
�d3 Has , although in  this case 
Wh ite wou ld  a lso have a c lear  
advantage after 1 9 . �b4.  1 7. Ilc4! 
�d6 1 a. Iib4 Ila6 1 9. �cS Ila7 
20.rl;d3 Ilc7 21 . �a4+- The rest 
is clear. 21  . . .  Ilc1 22. �b6 Ag7 
23. a4 Ila1 24. �d7 rl;ea 2S. �cs 
rl;e7 26. rl;c21 Iif1 27. �d3! Ila1 
2a. rl;b3 f5 29. Iib6 Ah6 30. AdS 
gS 31 . Ila6 gh 32. gh Ild1 33. 
Ac4 Iih1  34. aS Ilh4 3S. Ads 
Black res igned .  

We have considered examples in which the decisive role was played by 
strategic ideas, schemes and plans. In the endgame, however, this is by no 
means always the case. The following examples confirm this statement; the 
decisive role in them is played by tactics and accurate calculation of varia­
tions. 
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Alekhin - Nimzowitsch 
Zurich, 1 934 

665 = 

665. Chances are rough ly equal . 
By sacrificing the exchange White 
tries to seize an in itiative. 1 .  edl? 
Otherwise Black plays 1 . . .  Ae6. 1 . . .  
.ta6 2. � nca 3. nca Ab4 4.  d6 
.ac3 5. � Ab5 Stronger is 5 . . .  
Iic7! 6 .  de Ilea 7 .  d 5  !lc7 8 .  cst?d4 
Iic2 with an approximately equal 
position . 6. �c4 f6 7. a4 Ad7 Bad is 
7 . . .  Aa4 8. Iia1 b5 9 .  tiJb2 with a 
clear advantage to White . 8. a5 ba 9. 
�aS llf7 1 0. �b3 AbS 1 1 .  Cifib4 a6 
1 2. d5 Cifig8 If 1 2  . . .  !lcc7, then 1 3 . 
de !lc7 1 4. ltlc5+- 13. �d4 Ae8 
14. na 1 naa 15. Cifia5 lld7 1 6. 
Cifib6 llf7 17. Cifib7 l:ld8 1 8. lla6 
The rest is clear. 1 8  . . .  lldd7 19. Cifib6 
llf8 20. �e6 Af7 21 . �c5 The sim­
plest. 21 . . .  Aea 22. naa � 23. 
�d7 Ad7 24. Ad81 Cifig6 25. Cific7 
Ab5 26. lla5 Aea 27. Ae7 Black 
resigned . 

I n  the fol lowing ending a sharp tac­
tical clash ended in Black's favor. 

666. 1 .  �4!? The only opportun i ­
ty of  counterplay; otherwise Black 
gradual ly real izes his extra pawn . 
1 . . .  f61 Black accepts the chal lenge. 
2. �f5 fe 3. �d6 This is the point of 
White's idea. 3 . . .  �f41 If 3 . . .  �8c7, 

Uhlmann - Karpov 
Skoplje, 1 976 

666 /:);. + 
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then 4. tlJc4 !lc4 5 .  Iie5 with an 
unclear position .  4. �b7 Bad 4. ttJca 
Ilea 5. Iie5 because of 5 . . .  ltlg2 
with a clear advantage to Black. 4 . . .  
�d3 5. �d61 There is no other way . 
5 . . .  �e1 6. �c4 [6.  ttJca loses due 
to 6 . . .  tlJc2-+] 6 .. . �c2 7. �d6 
lld81 After 7 . . .  Iic6 8. tiJf5! !lf6 9 .  
Iic1  White saves the game. 8. �b7 
lld2 9. llc1 More drawing chances 
could have been retained by the pas­
sive 9. Iib1 . 9 . . .  �d4 1 0. nca Cifih7 
1 1 .  h4 llb2 1 2. lla8 �e2 Also good 
is 1 2  . . .  Iia2 1 3 . Iia7 b4, winning . 
1 3. Cifih2 �f4 14. �1  �d3 Black's 
knight and rook perfectly coordinate. 
1 5. �d6 �f2 1 6. lla7 �g4 17. g3 
[ 1 7 . Iif7 does not save either in view 
of 1 7  . . .  tlJe3 1 8 . tiJf5 Iig2 1 9 . cst?h 1 
Iif2 20. ltlh6 Iif6 ! ]  1 7  . . .  �e3 1 8. 
Cifih1 Cifig6 1 9. llb7 [or 1 9 . ttJea cst?f5 
20. Iig7 tlJc4] 1 9  . . .  lld2! 20. �b5 
�f5 21 . g4 �h4 22. Cifig1 (22 . . .  
tiJf3-+ was threatened) 22 . . .  llg2 
23. �1 llg4 24. lla7 �5 25. a4 h5 
26. aS h4 27. lla8 h3 White 
resigned . 

667. Black has two extra pawns, 
and his position seems to be fi rm . 
Wh ite's next move , however, 
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Nezhmetdinov - Filip 
Bucharest, 1 954 

667 1::::.. 
changes sharply the situation on the 
board . 1 .  �g5! 'ifilg6 Black loses 
after both 1 . . .  Ilg5 2. Iif3 �g6 3 .  
JigS �g5 4. !ig2 �h4 5 .  !if1 �h3 
6. Ilg8 �h2 7. Iif6 ! ,  mating ;  and 
1 . . .  �g6 2. Iih6!  !lg2 3. �b1 lld 1  
4 .  Ilf3 �g7 (or 4 . . .  �e7 5 .  Ilg6 
Jid4 6 .  Ilf7 �d6 7. c5! �c5 8 . lile6 
�c4 9. !lg2) 5. Ilf7+- 2. l:lbh3 b3 
There is nothing better. 3. 'ifilb3 l:ld1 
4. �f31 Ad4 [ If 4 . . .  Ilc1 , then 5 .  
�e5 �g5 6 .  Ilh5 �f4 7. �g4 �g4 
8. !lc5+-; or 4 . . .  !le4 5. !'Ih6 �f5 6 .  
Ii2h5 �g4 7. �e5+-] 5. 'ifilc2 Ilf1 
6. Aeal This decides. 6 . . •  'i!n6 [6 . . .  
Ae3 fai ls due to 7 .  �e5] 7. �d4 eel 
8. Ad4 e5 9. Ac3 l:lff4 1 0. l:ld3 
l:le4 1 1 .  l:ld6 'ifile7 1 2. cS! l:la4 13. 
nce l:lac4 14. b3 l:lce4 1 5. l:lh8 
l:lh4 1 6. l:le7 'ifild8 17. l:lh4 l:lh4 
1 8. JLas 'ifile8 1 9. c6 l:lh6 20. l:lcB! 
'ifilf7 21 . Ab4 �e6 22. e7 l:lh2 23. 
'ifilb1 �e7 24. l:le7 Black resigned . 

668. The position seems to be 
equal , but by tactical means White 
manages to obtain a material ad­
vantage. Then he converts it into a 
win by precise play. 1 .  l:lf4! �f8 2. 
llfg4 g5?! A dub ious decision , 
though after 2 . . .  �e6 3. �h4 Jid7 
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Short - lvanchuk 
Horgen, 1 995 

668 1::::.. ± 

4. f4 White also has an edge. 3. hg 
�g6 On 3 . . .  fg there fol lows 4.  
!'I h4! �e6 5 .  !lgh3 h5 6 .  g4. 4. 
l:lh31 .i.d7 5. �g5 'ifilg8 [5 . . .  �g7 
6. e6+-] 6. e6! Ae6 [or 6 . . .  fe 7.  
Il h6+-] 7. �e6 l:le6 8. l:lh6 l:le1 
9. 'ifild2 l:l8e2 1 o. 'ifild3 'ifilt8 ( 1 1  . 
Ilh8 was threatened ) 1 1 .  l:lh5 l:le4 
1 2. l:le4 de 13. 'ifild21 l:lb1 14. e61 
be 1 5. Aa7 'ifile7 1 6. Ad4 White has 
an extra pawn , and his bishop is 
stronger than the opponent's 
kn ight .  1 6  . . .  l:lb5? Black should 
have kept the rook from bei ng  
exchanged ; now White wins easi ly. 
1 7. l:lb5 eb 1 8. c4 be 1 9. 'ifilc3 �f4 
20. g3 �e6 21 . 'ifilc4 'ifild6 22. Af6 
'ifile6 23. g4 'ifild6 24. c3 'ifile6 25. 
Ae5 �e5 26. 'ifild4 �d3 27. Ag3 
�cS 28. Af4 Black resigned . 

669. 1 .  a6! By threatening llb7, 
Wh ite forces h is  opponent to 
exchange both pairs of rooks . This 
al lows White to bring his king into 
play with decisive effect . Al ready 
here I p lanned a p iece sacrifice 
which occurred in the game. 1 . . .  
l:lb2 2 .  l:lb2 l:lb8 3 . .Aas! Winning a 
tempo.  3 . . .  'ifilcB 4. l:lb8 'ifilb8 5. 
'ifilh3 �g7 6. 'ifilg4 'ifile8 7. �b3 
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Panchenko - Lputian 
Irkutsk, 1 983 

669 !:::.. ± 

zugzwang . 7 . • .  ltle8 8. �h5 Af8 9. 
g41 rt1d7 Black also loses after 9 . . .  
lDg7 1 0 . Cl!?h6 lDf5 1 1 .  Cl!?h7 lDh4 1 2 . 
Cl!?g8 JJ..e7 1 3 . Cl!?f7 Cl!?d7 1 4. Jl.b6 ! +-
1 0. ltlc51 This decides . 1 0  . . .  Ac5 
1 1 .  �h6 �e6 1 2. �h7 � After 
1 2 . . .  Jl.e7 1 3 .  Cl!?g6!  the h-pawn 
becomes dangerous. 1 3. g5 fg 14. 
hg Ae7 15. g6 �8 Or 1 5  . . .  Cl!?f6 1 6 . 
Jl.b6 ! Jl.f8 1 7. JJ..a7 lDc7 1 8 . Jl.c5 
Jl.g7 1 9 . a7 , and White wins. 1 6. 
Ab6! 1tlf6 [ 1 6  . . .  Af6 1 7. JJ..c5! Ae7 
1 8 . JJ..a7+-] 17. �h8 1tle8 1 8. Aa7 
Af6 19. �h7 1tlc7 20. Ac5 �e8 21 . 
a7 �d7 22. Ab6 1tla8 23. Ass �e8 
24. g7 Black resigned . 

Vaganian - Rashkovsky 
Moscow, 1 98 1  

670 

1 65 

670. The position is double-edged . 
Black intends to break through with 
his king to b4, whi le White tries to 
exploit the weakness of the f7- and 
h7 -pawns.  Who wi l l  be qu icker? Here 
the exact calculation of variations is 
crucial . 1 .  f41 rt1d8 Black cannot wait 
passively because in this case the a­
pawn may become too dangerous. 
2. h41 �7 3. a51 By sacrificing a 
pawn White wins t ime for a pawn 
advance on the K-side.  3 . . .  ltlc5 4. 
� ltlb3 5. g4 �8 This retreat is 
forced in view of White's threat to 
sacrifice the bishop at g6 .  6. h5 
�e8 [6 . . .  gh 7. g5 ! ]  7. h61 1tla5 8. f5 
�8 9. g5 ltlb3 1 0. �e3 ltlc5 1 1 .  
Ac2 Ac8 I f  1 1  . . .  lDd7, then 1 2 . 
Cl!?d4 fol lowed by Aa4 and f6 . 1 2. 
f61 Ah3? This leads to sad conse­
quences. By 1 2  . . .  lDd7 with the idea 
of lDe5-g4 B lack cou ld  have 
ach ieved a draw. 1 3. Aa41 ef 14. gf 
Threatening Ac6 fol lowed by lDb5. 
14 . . .  ltla4 1 5. 1tla4 g5 Passive tac­
tics could not save B lack also due 
to the weakness of the d6- and h7-
pawns.  1 6. ltlc3 g4 17. �I � 
1 8. ltlb5 � 1 9. e41 Zugzwang .  
1 9  . . .  �dB 20. 1tld6 c3 21 . /tlfT �c7 
22. /tleS g3 23. �g3 c2 [23 . . .  Aca 
24. f7+-] 24. ltld3 Af1 25. ltlc1 
rt1d7 26. e5 Ac4 27. d6 Ae6 28. 
�4 � Black resigned . 

671 . White manages to organ ize 
an attack on the black king ,  exploit­
ing the fact that the a8-rook has not 
yet been developed . 1 .  f3 ltlf6 2. 
Ads �b6 3. c41 llac8 [3 . . .  lladB] 
4. cb ab 5. a41 Exposing the enemy 
king .  5 . . .  llcd8 6. ab lld7 7. lld41 
lled8 8. llad1 llc8 Losing is 8 . . .  
g5? 9 .  Ae7 lld4 1 o .  Ada Cl!?c5 1 1 .  
lld4 Cl!?d4 1 2 . At6+- 9. Ass lle7 
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Karpov - Tal 
Bugojno, 1 980 

671 I:J. ± 

9 . . .  Iid4 does not save Black either 
in view of 1 0 . i..d4 'it>b5 1 1 .  i..f6 gf 
1 2 . Iid7+- 10. lld6 �b5 1 1 . " llb1 
'ifio4 [or 1 1  . . .  'it>c5 1 2 . lDd3 'it>c4 1 3 . 
Ilb4 mate; 1 1  . . .  'it>a5 1 2 . Iid2 Iic4 
1 3. Iia2 Ila4 1 4. i..c3+-] 1 2. lld4 
� [ 1 2 . . .  'it>c3 1 3 .  Iid3 'it>c2 1 4. 
ll b2 'it>c1 1 5 . lDe2 mate] 13. �d3 
Black resigned . A l ightn ing attack. 

Flear - Gurevich M. 
Clishi, 1 993 

672 A -+ 
672. White's knight and especially 

king are placed bad ly. Black exploits 
th is  factor and , despite l im ited 
material on the board launches a 
crush ing  offensive on the oppo­
nent's position .  1 . . .  d41 Nothing is 
achieved by the immediate 1 . . .  'it>g3 
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2. Ile8!  Iic1  3 .  Iie1 , and White 
holds h is ground . 2. ltlc4 [2 . . .  'it>g3 
was threatened . White loses after 
both 2 .  Iid8 'it>g3! 3 .  'it>e1 Ile2! 4. 
'it>f 1 {4 .  'it>d 1 lle8-+) 4 . . .  Iie5!  
{threatening 5 . . .  Ah3 fol lowed by 
6 . . .  lle1  mate) 5 .  Ilg8 {the only 
move) 5 . . .  Ila5 6 .  Ild8 lle5! ;  and 2. 
Ilea d3!  3 .  lDc4 'it>g3 4. Iie3 {or 4.  
'it>e 1 d2 5 . lDd2 Iic1  mate) 4 . . .  i..f3 
5. Iif3 'it>f3 6. 'it>e 1 'it>e4-+] 2 . . . 
�3 3. lle8 No better is 3 .  'it>e1 due 
to 3 . . .  d3 ! fol lowed by 4 . . .  d2 and 5 . . .  
Iic1 -+ 3 . . .  d3 4. lle3 .Af3 5. llf3 
� 6. �81 � 7. �1 �4 8. 
�1 �c3 White resigned .  

Kasparov - Anand 
New York, 1 995 

673. A sharp tactical battle soon 
ends in a d raw. 1 . . . Ag7 2. cd Ae2 
3. �e2 Aa1 4. llc1 1 Worse is 4. 
lDd2 i..e5 5. lDc4 cd6 6. de 0-0-0 
with good play for Black. 4 . . .  0-0-01 
Both opponents p lay excel lently. 
Bad is 4 . . .  cd6 5 .  Iic6 i..e5 6 .  lDd2 
'it>d7 7.  lDc4 Iihc8 8 .  il.d6! ;  or 4 . . .  
cd5 5 .  Ilc7 with an advantage to 
White in both cases. 5. llc6 llhe8 6. 
�3 lld71 7. ltlc3 Dangerous is 7.  
lDd2 due to 7 . . .  Ile5! 8 .  'it>c4 Iie2, 
and Black is better. 7 . . .  Ac3 8. �c3 
lle5 If 8 . . .  Iie2, then 9. il.c5 Iia2 



MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

1 0 . b4 with roughly equal chances. 
9. � lle4 [9 . . .  lle2 1 0. Ac5] 1 0. 
�d3 lle5 1 1 .  �c4 lle4 Draw. 

Van Der Sterren - Glek 
Cennany, 1 996 

674 

1 67 

674. It is hard to bel ieve that Black 
is able to win here .  Nevertheless, he 
wins by exploiti ng the opponent's 
mistake on the next move . 1 . . .  Ae5 
2. lld3? Correct is 2 .  llla3 ! with a 
draw. 2 . . .  llg21 3. �h4 White also 
loses after both 3. <i!tf3 llg3 4.  <i!te2 
(4. <i!fe4 llg4-+) 4 . . .  llc2 5. <i!td 1  
llgg2 6 .  llg4 llgf2 ; and 3 .  <i!th3 
llg5 4. llla3 (4. llld4 llc 1 ) 4 . . .  
llc7! 5 .  ll b8 (5 .  ll h4 llcg7 with 
the idea llg3,  llg 1 )  5 . . .  <i!th7 6 .  
lllc4 llcg7-+ 3 . . .  llc1 4 .  �d4 No 
better is  4 .  llc4 li h 1  5 .  ll h3 
llhg 1 -+ 4 . . .  llh 1 s. llh3 Ag31 6. 
�g4 Ae1 7. " llf2 8. �g4 llg1 
White resigned . 
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4 +-

3 +- 6 -+ 
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8. EXTRA EXCHANGE 

1 .  1 . /llc6! 1 :0 ,  Alekh in - N N ,  1 9 1 4  
2. 1 . 1llb8! [ 1 . lilb4? lla4-+ Schro l l  - Bal inov, Donau 1 992] 1 . . .  lia2 2. 

lit>b7= 
3. 1 . . •  illd31 2. c!>fs lllc1 0 : 1 Raupp - M ig l ,  Germany 1 992 
4. 1 .  lif31 [ 1 . b6?? lile4 0 :  1 ,Car l ier - Akopian , 1 990; 1 .  !If2?? lile4-+; 

1 .  lle6?? lile4 2 .  �g2 c3 3 .  �f1 c2-+;  1 .  �g2? lilb5=] 1 . • •  c!>e4 2. b6+­
S. 1 . • .  1llf3! 0 : 1 Timman - Nunn ,  Wijk aan Zee 1 982 
6. 1 .  lig6 fg 2. gS+- Macek - Porubzki , Yugoslavia-Hungary 1 976 
7. 1 .  c!>e2! lia1 2. d7 lia2 3. c!>e3 lia3 4. c!>e4 lia4 s. llld4 fS 6. c!>es 

liaS 7. lit>d6+- Schwarz - Pau lsen ,  N uernberg 1 883 
8. 1 . .JigS! [ 1 . ll b5? �g6 2. �b6 �h6 3. �c6 lilg6= Skorpik - Krsek,  

Svetla nad Sazavou 1 994] 1 . . •  1llh3 [ 1  . . .  lilg6 2 .  llg4 �f5 3 .  h5+-] 2. lig8 
lllf4 3. lit>b6 1llhS 4. lig4 /llg7 s. c!>c6 illhS 6. lit>dS /llg7 7. lit>e4+-

9. 1 .  lit>r1 ! [ 1 . lile4? �f3 2. lilg5 �g3 3. lile4 �f4 4.  lilf2 lld2-+ 
Schmitz - Bezold ,  Wuerzburg 1 997] 1 . . .  lit>g3 2. c!>e1 =  

1 0. 1 . • .  lid8! [ 1 . . .  It f6? 2 .  �h5=] 2 • .*.Q4 lih8 3. AhS c!>rs 4. f7 c!>r4 
0 : 1 Gaprindashvi l i - Sargissian , Cala Galdana 1 996 

1 1 . 1 .  lif71 e4 [ 1  . . .  �e6 2. llf6 �d7 3. g6  lilgB 4 .  llf8 +-] 2. lif6 
[ 2 .  g6?  �e6=] 2 . . .  c!>es 3. lia6 llldS 4. g6 e3 s. lit>f3 e2 6. lit>f2+­
N ie lsen - Borge ,  Copenhagen 1 996 

1 2 . 1 . . .  gSI 2 .  fg hg 3.  hg lig6 4. Aa8 .JigS S.  lit>h2 lit>f2-+ 
Anastas ian - H oan g ,  Budapest 1 999 

1 3. 1 . . .  lie31 2. lit>hS lit>g71 0 : 1 ,  Timofeev - Gorchakov, 1 9 1 4  
14. 1 • • •  g41 2. lig7 g3 3. fg e3! 0 : 1 Janowski - Rubinstein , St . Petersburg 

1 9 1 4  
1 S. 1 . . .  Ah41 2. lia7 lit>g8 3. c!>e6 AgS 4. lias Ah4 s. lia1 AgS= 

Olafsson - Larsen , Las Palmas 1 974 
1 6. 1 .  Af21 lig7 2. Ag3! lie7 3. Ah2= Pard ic - Kahn ,  Budapest 1 992 
1 7. 1 .  fS! [ 1 . lild 1 ?  �f5+/-+ Guzdek - Lipska, Poland 1 978] 1 • • .  gf 2. 

lllg2! f6 [2 . . .  f4 3 .  lilf4 �f5 4.  lilh5t] 3. illf4 lit>d7 4. ef .JibS S. illhS= 
1 8. 1 .  lig6! [ 1 . lla5? �g3=] 1 . . .  a4 2. c!>e3 a3 3. c!>r4 a2 4. lig3 Ae6 

S. lih3 Ah3 6. g3 mate , Noguera - Samochanov, URS 1 974 
1 9. 1 . . .  bSI 2. ab [2 .  cb llf4 3. �h3 lla4-+] 2 . . •  a4 3. Ag4 a3 0 : 1 

Taimanov - Shamkovich , Len ingrad 1 960 
20. 1 .  lid3! !  [ 1 . lla3?? lilc3 ( 1  . . .  �b4?? 2 .  a7 �a3 3. a8�+-) 2 .  llc3 

�c3 3. a7 �c2 (3 . . .  �c2 4. a8� d 1 �  5 .  �e3 �g 1 6 .  �e2 �h2 7.  �c6 
�b2 8. �b5 �c2 9. �g5 �h6= Marin - M inasian Art, 1 992) ;  1 .  a7?? �b3 
2 .  a8� lilc3-+] 1 . • •  1llf4 [ 1  . . .  lilc3 2. �e3 (2 .  Hc3?? �c3 3. a7 �c2 4. 
a8� d 1 �  5 .  �e3 �d2 6 .  �e4 �g2-+) 2 . . .  d 1 �  3. !ld 1  lild 1 4.  �d2+-] 
2. c!>e3 1lld3 3. lit>d2+-

21 . 1 . • .  Ah3! [ 1  . . .  t2? 2 .  Ht6 �e3 3 .  h5 Ae2 4. Ht2 �f2 5 .  h6 Ad3 6 .  
a4 �f3 7 .  a5  �f4 8 .  a6  �g5 9 .  a7  Ae4 1 0 . h7+-] 2. lig1 [2 .  llf6 Af5 3 .  
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!Ic6 f2 4. n c 1  it.h3 5 .  h5 �f5 !=] 2 . . .  f2 3. Hc1 = Petrosian - Spassky, 
Moscow 1 969 

22. 1 . . .  Aaa! 2. Ha6 Ab2 3. ct>cS Aa3! !  0 : 1 Baird - Teichmann ,  Leipzig 
1 894 

23. 1 . . .  lld71 ( 1 /2 : 1 /2 Shakhnovich - Goldste in ,  1 946 ; 1 . . . llc2 2 .  
�d6+-) 2 .  Ag4 llb71 ! 3. cb  ct>b7= 

24. 1 .  b5! ab [ 1 . . .  fllb5 2. lle5+-l 2. H. a 1 h4 3. gh gh 4. Has b4 5. Ha4 
ct>c7 6. ct>e2 ct>c6 7. Ha8 /t)f5 8. ct>d3 ct>d7 9. llb8 ct>c7 1 0. life ct>d6 1 1 .  
llf7 b6 1 2. h3 /t)h6 1 3. llf4 /t)f5 14. ct>e2 ct>e7 1 5. �3 � 1 6. ct>g4 [ 1 6 .  
llg4 �f6 1 7 . �e2 tllg3 1 8 . �d3 fllf5 1 9 . llg8 b5 20.  llt8;!;;] 1 6  . . .  ct>g6 
1 7. llf5! ef 1 8. ct>h4+- Matanovic - Larsen , Portoroz 1 958 

25. 1 . . .  Ae71 2. ct>e1 Ah4 3. �1 Af21-+ 0 : 1 Suetin - Dzindzichashvi l i ,  
U R S  1 972 

26. 1 .  g61 [ 1 . �h3? Ag4 1 /2 : 1 /2 ,  Tseshkovsky - Alburt ,  URS 1 976] 1 . . .  
ct>h6 2 .  g71 ct>g7 3. ct>g5 Ag4 4 .  He7 �a 5. � ct>ga 6. Ha71 e3 1 .  He7 
e2 8. ct>g6 �8 9. He5+-

27. 1 .  llh61 [ 1 . �d4? fllh3 !=  Sukhareva - Kosten iuk ,  Kolontaevo 1 998] 
1 . . .  /t)g6 2. ct>d6 /t)h8 3. ct>e7 /t)f7 4. llh7 ct>h7 5. � ct>h8 6. ct>g6 ct>g8 
1. ct>h6 ct>ha a. g6 ct>ga 9. g7+-

28. 1 .  lld51 1  e4 [ 1  . . .  f2 2. lld 1 e4 3. �c2 ! Af4 4.  ll h 1  +-] 2. llf51 Ag3 
3. g5 ct>d7 4. g6 ct>e6 5. g7 1 :0 Alekh in  - Tartakower, Vienna 1 922 

29. 1 .  llh6 1  [ 1 . ll g5? lllf4 2. ll g 8  llJe6 3 .  ll g 6  liJf4= Duz­
H ot i m i rsky - Al lakhverd ian , Yerevan 1 938 ]  1 . . .  /t)e5 [ 1 . . .  tlle7 2 .  ll e6 
tlld5  3 .  g 5  lllf4 4 .  ll e4 tllg 6  5 .  �e2+-] 2.  g5 /t)f7 3.  llh5 1 1  [3 .  llg6?  
�g4=] 3 . . .  /t)e5 [3 . . .  �g4 4 .  g6 ! ]  4. g6 /t)g6 5. llg5+-

30. 1 .  Heat [ 1 . Has c2 2 .  g6 �h6 3 .  lla1  At8=] 1 . . .  d3 [ 1  . . .  Aha 2 .  g6 
�g7 3 .  ilea+-; 1 . . .  c2 2 .  g6 �h6 3 .  lle2+-l 2. g6 ct>h6 3. nea Ad4 4. 
lld3 c2 5. llh3 ct>g7 6. llh7 +- Botvinn ik  - Zju idema, Amsterdam 1 966 

31 . 1 . . .  b41 2. ab [2 .  �d3 be 3 .  be ll b8 !  4.  f4 ll b3 5. Ata �d7 6 .  Ag7 
lla3+] 2 . . .  Hc31 1  3. ct>d2 [3 . be a3-+] 3 . . .  llb3 4. ct>c2 llb4 5. f3 llb3 6. 
ct>c1 Hf3-+ Saemisch - Spielmann , Berl i n  1 926 

32. 1 .  /t)f71 ( 1 : 0 ,  Botvinn ik M - Tal ,  Moscow, 1 960; 1 .  b7?? llb3 2 .  tllf7 
�h7 3 .  liJd8 a5 4. d6 a4 5. d7 a3 6 .  llJc6 a2-+) 1 . . .  ct>g7 2. b7 llb3 3. /t)dS 
a5 [3 . . .  �8 4. h5! �ea 5. h6 �dB 6. h7 +-] 4. d6 a4 5. d7 a3 6. /t)e6+-

33. 1 . . .  llg5 2. ct>g3 llh51 3. f4 [3 .  fllf6 llf5-+; 3 .  fllh2 llh2 4. �h2 
�f3-+; 3 .  liJf2 llf5-+; 3 .  �g2 llf5 4.  liJh2 llg5 5 .  �h3 llh5 6 .  �g2 
llh2 7 .  �h2 �f3-+] 3 . . .  e41 4. /t)f6 e31 1  5. /t)h5 [5 .  llJg4 �d2 6 .  flle3 
�e3 7. �g4 ll h 1  8. f5 llf 1  9. �g5 �e4 1 0 . f6 �e5-+] 5 . . .  ct>d2-+ 
Oganjan - Lagunov, URS 1 986 

34. 1 .  llg51 /t)g2 [ 1 . . .  �h 1 2. Ilh5 h2 3 .  !ld5+-] 2. llg4! ct>h1 [2 . . .  
llJe3 3 .  �e3 �h 1 4 .  �f3 ! h 2  5 .  Ile4 �g 1 6 .  He 1  Mate ; 2 . . .  flle 1  3 .  �e 1 
�h 1 4. �f2 h2 5 .  �g3 �g 1 6 .  �h3 � h 1  7. lla4 �g 1 8 .  lla 1 +-] 3. ct>g3 
/t)e3 [3 . . .  llJe 1 4. lle4 tllg2 (4 . . .  liJd3 5 .  lld4+-; 4 . . .  fllc2 5 .  lle2+-) 5 .  
Il b4+-; 3 . . .  h2 4.  llc4+-; 3 . . .  �g 1 4. �h3+-] 4.  lle4 /t)f1 [4 . . .  fllf5 5 .  
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�h3 �g 1 6 .  ilg4 �h 1 7 .  ilt4 ti)e3 a .  Iif3 • -l 5 .  � llld2 [ S  . . .  h2 6 .  
ile2+-] 6. lle21 lllf1 7 .  lle1 1 [ 7 .  �f 1 h2=] 7 . • .  �h2 8 .  �1 �h1  9 .  � 
�h2 1 0. lle3+- Jel l i ng - Jepsen , Bel l inge 1 99 1  

9. ROOK AGAINST PAWNS (PAWN) 

1 .  1 .  llg5 a4 2. �g7 a3 3. llg3 a2 4. lla3+-
2. 1 . . .  �a31 [ 1  . . .  �b1 ? 2 .  <!tb3 a 1 ti)  3 .  <!tc3+-] 2. llh1 �b2 3. �b4 

a111= Landenbergue - Casagrande , Bie l  1 996 
3. 1 • • •  lla6 2. �g7 �g5 3. h7 lla7 4. �g8 �g6 5. h8lll "-+ Rufener 

- Nemet ,  Bern 1 994 
4. 1 .  llc31 4it>b2 2. llc6 b5 3. llc5 a4 [3 . . .  b4 4. ilas b3 S. ilcs <!fa 1 6 .  

<!tc3 b2 7.  !!as <!tb1  a .  ll bS <!ta1 9 .  <!tc2+-] 4. llb5 �c2 5. !las Ci!i>b3 6 .  
Ci!i>d3 a3 7 .  llb5 �a4 8. llb8 a2 9. Ci!i>c2+- Variation from the  game , Salwe 
- Farn i ,  1 906 

5. 1 .  Ci!i>b8 lld1 2. d6 lld6 3. �c7+- Khasin - Gel ler, 1 954 
6. 1 .  lle1 1 4i!i>f3 [1 . . .  <!td3 2. Ild 1  <!tc4 3. <!tc7 d4 4.  <!td6 d3 5. <!te5+-] 

2. lld1  �e4 3. �c7 d4 4. �d6 d3 5. Ci!i>c5 Ci!i>e3 6. cSc4 d2 7. 4ili>c3+­
Kopaev, 1 9Sa 

7. 1 .  llh61 f111 2. llg6= Hanukov - Revenko,  1 96 1  
8 .  1 .  lle41 [or 1 .  lle2! ]  1 • • .  g3 [ 1 . . .  <!tt3 2 .  lla4 g 3  (2  . . .  <!tg3 3 .  <!te2 f3 

4. <!tf 1 +-) 3. �e 1 g2 4. lla3+-] 2. llf4 Ci!i>g1 3. Ci!i>e2 g2 4. llg4 Ci!i>h1 5. 
�+- Mortensen - H i l larp, Kopenhagen 1 997 

9. 1 .  lla31 [ 1 . ab? <!ta1 2. b6 a4 3. b7 a3 4.  ba\'W a2=] 1 . . .  �a3 [1 . . .  b4 
2. ilg3 b3 3 .  il gS <!ta3 4. ilaS+-] 2. ab �a2 3. b6 a4 4. b7 a3 5. b811+-

1 0. 1 .  llg81 f4 2. llg7 f3 3. 4ili>h21 f2 4. Ci!i>g2 g3 5. llg8+- or S. llg6+­
Variation from the game , Mezon - Pau lsen ,  Vienna 1 aa2 

1 1 .  1 . . .  llh1 1= [ 1  . . .  <!tf3? 2 .  b6 <!te4 3 .  a6 ll h 1  4.  a7 ila1  S .  <!tb3+­
Lorsheid - Kaiser, Augsburg (Geermany) 1 9a4] 2. a6 [2 .  b6 il b 1 =] 2 . • •  

lla1 3. �b4 4i!i>f3 4. cSc4 Ci!i>e4 5. Ci!i>c5 Ci!i>d3 6. Ci!i>b6 Ci!i>c4= 
1 2. 1 .  llg21 [ 1 . <!tc6? hS 2 .  <!idS h4= 3 .  �e4 h3 4. <!te3 (4. ila2 �g3 S .  

ila3 <!tg2 6 .  �f4 h2 7 .  lla2 <!th3 !=)  4 . . .  <!tg3 S .  He 1 h2 6 .  <!te2 <!tg2 7 .  
il h 1  <!th 1 8 .  �f1 =  Fries N ielsen - Plachetka , Rimavska Sobota, 1 99 1 ; 1 .  
ilea? hS 2 .  ilga �f3 3 .  il ha <!tg4 4.  <!tc6 h4 s .  <!idS h3 6 .  <!te4 <!tg3 7 .  
<!te3 <!tg2!  (7 . . .  h2 a .  ilga �h3 9 .  <!tf2 h 1 ti)  1 0 . <!tt3 <!th2 1 1 .  ilg7+-) a .  
ilga �f 1 !=]  1 • • .  �5 2. llh2 Ci!i>g5 3. �c6 h5 4 .  �d5 �g4 5. �e4 h4 6 .  
llg2 �h3 7 .  llg8 �h2 8. "+-

13. 1 . . .  �e41 [ 1  . . .  �f4? 2 .  Ci!i>d4 �f3 3 .  !Ita <!tg2 4. <!te3 h3 s .  llha <!th2 
6 .  llga g2 7 .  <!tf2 �h 1 8 .  llg7 h2 9 .  llg2 1 /2 : 1 /2 ,  Penrouse - Perkins ,  
England , 1 972] 2. !lg4 " 3 • .llh4 g2 4. llh3 �4 5. llh4 �5 6. llh5 
" 7. llh6 �g7-+ 

14. 1 .  llg21 �h3 2. llg8 h4 3. �c6 �h2 4. �d5 h3 5. �e4 �h1 6. " 
h2 7. lla8+- Maljutin - Shipov, M insk 1 993 

1 5. 1 . . .  llh 1 1  [or 1 . . .  ilh2 ;  or 1 . . .  llh3] 2. b7 [2 .  \!tb7 'i!ld6 3. 'i!la7 'i!lc6 
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0 : 1 , M urrey - Dorfman , France 1 994; 4. b5 �b5 5 .  b7 !i.a1  6 .  �b8 
�b6-+] 2 . . .  liteS 3. b8'll lite7 4. lita7 lla1 5. /llaS liteS-+ 

1 S. 1 . . .  llh1 ! 2. gS [2 .  �g6 �d7 3 .  �h7 �e6 4. g6 !i.g 1 =] 2 . . .  llh5!= 
Variation from the game, Dreev - Moskalenko, Lvov 1 985;  2 . . .  !i. h6? 3. g7 
!i. h5 4.  �f4 !i. h4 5 .  �f3 !i. h3 6 .  �g2+-

1 7. 1 . . .  lle7 2. litg8 lle8 3. litg7 llh81 1 4. lith8 [4. h3 �e7 5 .  h4 �e6 
(or 5 . . .  �e8} 6. h5 �e7 7.  h6 �e8 8. �f6 !i.h7 9. �g6 !i. h8 (or 9 . . .  
!i.f7-+} 1 0 . �g7 !i.f8 1 1 .  h7 !i.h8 !  1 2 . �h8 �f7-+] 4 . . .  Cifm 5. b4 ab-+ 
Pachman - Wil ing ,  Eng land 1 973 

1 8. 1 .  litg3! [ 1 . f5? �h7 0- 1 ,  Kovalevskaya - Zhu Chen , Moscow 1 994 
Olympiad 2. �f3 (2 .  �h5 !i. h 1  3. �g4 !i.f1 -+;  2. �g3 Ilf1  3. �g4 
!i.f2-+) 2 . . .  !i. g 1  3. �f4 Ilg2 4.  f6 �g6 5. h7 !i.h2-+] 1 . . .  llg1 2. lith3 
clif5 3. lith2 lla1 4. litg21 [4. �g3? !i.f1 -+] 4 . . .  llb1 5. 'itf21 [5 .  �g3? 
!i.f1 -+] 5 . . .  llb3 S. litg2 lla3 7. 'itf2 llh3 8. litg2 llh4 9. litg3 llg4 1 0. 
lith31 llg1 1 1 .  lith21 lla1 1 2. litg21= 

10.  ROOK ENDINGS 

1 .  1 . . .  litgS! 2. llbS lithS! 3. b5 lle2 4. 'itf1 ab 5. llb5 litgS S. llbS 
litg7 7. llb7 1 /2 : 1 /2 ,  H uebner - Nogueiras , Barcelona 1 989 

2. 1 .  lle71 [ 1 . �c3? �c6=;  1 .  b5? �c5 2. Hc7 �b6 3. Hca Ilg2=] 1 . . .  
llb8 2. b5! [2 .  �b3? �d6 3 .  Il h7 �c6 4 .  �c4 �b6=] 2 . . .  litdS 3 .  bSI+­
Paunovic - Kurcubic ,  U lc inj 1 998 

3. 1 .  llg21 [ 1 . ll h3? !i.g4 2. �c 1 ll g 1  3. �b2 �d2 4 .  !i. h 8  e2-+ 
Cordy - Lutskan , Szom bathely 1 993] 1 . . .  lla4 2. lld2 ed= 

4. 1 . . .  lla41= [ 1  . . .  �c7? 2. b5+-] 2. llf7 [2. Hc6 ll b4!]  2 . . . .  litb8 3. 
llf4 litb7 4. lld4 lite7 5. llg4 litb7 S. llg7 litb8 7.1iteS [7. b5 cb 8. �b6 
!i.c4! 9 . .Hg8 !i.c8=] 7 . . .  llb4 8. c5 llc4! 1 /2- 1 /2 ,  Kruppa - Khenki n ,  
M insk 1 990 

5.  1 . . .  e21 [ 1  . . .  �f5? 2 .  �g3 �e4 3 .  �g2  Il g 6  4. �f 1 �f3 
( U h l m a n n  - G u l ko ,  N i ks ic  1 978 )  5. il b 2 !  .Ha6 6. ilf2 ef=] 2.  lle1  
lle3 3 .  litg4 lites 4 .  lith4 litf4 5 .  lithS litf3 s .  lith4 litf2-+ 

S. 1 .  b5 eb 2. litb4+- Alekh in  - Spielman , New York 1 927 
7. 1 .  lla81+- llh7 2. llas Cifm 3. lla7 litg8 4. llh7 lith7 5. 'itf5+­

Hodgson - Masserey, Horgen 1 995 
8. 1 . . .  lle81 [1  . . .  !i.c8? 2 .  �b3 !i.b8 3. �a4 Hc8 4.  �b5 !i. b8 5 .  �a6 

!lea 6. lle4 .Has 7.  �b7 lla4 8. �b6 !i. b4 9. �a5 H b 1  1 0 . c5 Hc1  1 1 .  
�b6 H b 1  1 2 . �c7 llc1  1 3 . c6 �f6 1 4. �d7 ll d 1  1 5 . �c8 !i.c1  1 6 . c7 
�f5 1 7 . Il b4+- lsupov - Zaitsev, Moscow 1 994] 2. lld 1 lite7 3. litb3 lld8 
4. llh1 [4. lld8 �d8 5. �b4 �c8 !=]  4 . . .  litdS 5. llhS liteS S. llh5 liteS= 

9. 1 . . .  lite41 [ 1  . . .  �g4? 2 .  b7 f5 3 .  b8� !i. b8 4. !i.b8 f4 5 .  �d5 f3 6 .  �e4 
f2 7. !i.f8 �g3 8. �e3+- Alekh in  - Bogoljubow, Germany/Netherlands 
1 929] 2. b7 f5 3. b81W llb8 4. llb8 f4 5. liteS f3 S. llf8 lite3 7. litc4 f2 8. 
litc3 lite2 9. lle8 �d1 =  
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1 0. 1 . .tlg71 [ 1 . !it>bS? !it>d7 2 .  !it>b6 !it>c8 3 . .Hg6 .Hf8 4 . .He6 llh8 S .  
!it>c6 .Hg8= Grabczewski - Szapiro ,  Poland 1 9SS] 1 . . .  �d6 2. �b5 .tlc8 3. 
�b6 �d5 4. �b7 +-

1 1 .  1 . . .  .tla3 1 1  [ 1  . . .  I:lh3  2 . .Hg4 .H h 1  3 .  llg6  !it>d7 4 . .Hh6  h3 (4 . . .  
!it>e7 S .  !it>d3 h3 6 .  !it>e2 h 2  7 .  !it>f2=) S .  !it>c3 !it>e7 6 .  !it>b2 !it>f7 7 . .Ha6 ! =] 
2. �b4 [2 .  lle4 g3-+] 2 . . .  Ilh3 3 . .tlg4 �d5 4 . .tlg5 �e4 5. Ilh5 Ilh 1 
6. �c3 h3 7. Ilh8 �4 8 .  �c2 �g3 9 . .tlg8 �h2 1 0. �d2 .tlg 1 -+ 
Gurevich - Novikov, Antwerpen 1 99S 

1 2. 1 . . . .tlg5! [ 1  . . .  .Hcs? 2 .  !it>d6 .Hc4 3 .  ll b7 b4 4.  !it>dS= Etzold -
Burmeister, Germany 1 994] 2. Ilh1  �e4 [or 2 . . .  !it>e3] 3. Ilh4 �d3 4. 
Ilh3 �c4 5. Ilh4 �b3 6. Ilh3 �a4 7. Ilh1  b4 8. Ila1 �b3 9. Ilb1 �c3 
1 0  . .tlc1 �b2 1 1 .  Ilh1 b3 1 2. " Ila5-+ 

1 3. 1 . .tle71 .tle4 2. e61 .tle6 3 . .tle6 fe 4. h3! � 5. �h6 " 6. g4+­
Stean - Hartston ,  Br ighton 1 972 

1 4. 1 . . .  Ilf61 [1 . . .  ll bS 2. !it>f3 !I b2 3. !it>e4 .Hf2 4 . .Hc7 H b2 S. b7+­
Bronste in - Romanishi n ,  Yerevan 1 97S] 2. �1 .tle6= 

1 5. 1 . .tld5! [ 1 . !IcS? !it>d3 2. !it>c1 I:l h 1  3 .  !it>b2 !it>d2-+] 1 . . .  Ilh1 2. 
�e2 Ilh2 3. �d1 !  [3 . !it>e 1 ?  !it>d3 4. I:ld7 llh 1 S. !it>f2 ll d 1  6. !:IdS 
!it>c2-+] 3 . . .  �d3 4. �c1 1 [4 .  !it>e 1 ?  I:l h 1 s .  �f2 I:ld1 6 .  !IdS !it>c2-+] 
4 . . .  Ilh1  5. �b2 Ile1 [S . . .  ll d 1  6 .  ll hS=] 6 . .tld8 .tle4 7. �c1 �e2 8. 
�c2= Dreev - Bel iavsky, USSR (ch) 1 989 

1 6. 1 . .tlg61 [ 1 .  H b6? Ci!?g3 2 .  H b3 Ci!?h2 3. I:l b4 !Ig2 4.  !Ic4 g4 s .  !lea 
llg 1 6. !it>e2 g3-+ Ul ib in - Bashkov, Chel iabinsk 1 993] 1 . . .  �4 [ 1  . . .  !it>h4 
2. !it>g 1 g4 3. Iif6 Ci!?h3 4. llf1 =] 2. �g1 g4 3 . .tlf6 �g3 4. Ilf1 = 

1 7. 1 .  g6 [ 1 . f6? lla7!=] 1 . . .  �6 2. Ilf8 �e5 3. f6! [3 . llf7? lla1 = 4. 
Hg7?? �f4-+; 3 .  !it>gS? Ha1 4. !:lea �d6 s .  I!e4 H g 1  6 .  I:lg4 Hf1  7 .  
llf4 llg 1 =] 3 . . .  .tlf6 4.  Ilf71 [4 . llg8? .t'If1 =] 4 . . .  Ilf5 [4 . . .  !it>e6 S .  Ilg7 
llf1 6 .  Iia7+- Bayer - Polasek, Luksemburg 1 986] 5. �g4 .tlf6 6. �g5+-

1 8. 1 . .tlg61 [ 1 . Hg3? Has 2. �e7 !la7 3 .  �f6 lla6 4. �fS Ilas s. �g6 
lla6 6. !it>hS !las 7 .  !it>h6 !Ia6 8 .  !it>hS lias 9 .  !it>g6 lla6 1 o .  !it>fS llas 1 1 .  
!it>e4 lla4 1 2 . !it>dS !iaS 1 3 . !it>c6 lla8 1 4 . I:1e3 I:lf8= Drimer - Doda, Wijk  
aan zee 1 970] 1 . . .  .tlaa [ 1  . . .  !it>h7 2 .  L'it6 Has 3 .  Ci!?e7 lla7 4. !it>d6 !la6 
s. !it>es .Has 6. �d4 Ha4 7. �cs Has 8. �b4+-J 2. �e7 .tla7 3. " 
.tla6 4. �e5 [or 4. !it>fS] 4 . . .  .tla5 5. �4 .tla8 [S . . .  Ila4 6 .  !it>gS Has 7.  
!it>h6 llaa 8 .  He6+-] 6. �g5 �h7 7 . .tla61 .tlb8 8. � �h6 9. Ild6 naa 
1 0  . .tld1 .tla6 1 1 .  �e7 .tla7 1 2  . .tld7+-

1 1 .  ENDINGS WITH FOUR ROOKS 

1 .  1 . . .  g3 2. fg Ilc1 3. �h2 Ilff1 4. g4 h4 5. g3 Ilh1 6. Ci!?g2 h3 7. � 
h2? [7 . . .  ilhf1  8 .  !it>e3 Hce 1 9 .  !it>d3 Hd 1 -+] 8. Ilh2? [8 .  !it>g2 Ilcg 1 9 .  
!it>h3=] 8 . . .  Ilh2 9.  Ild5 .tlc3 1 0. �e4 Ilb2 1 1 .  b5 ab 1 2. ab .tlcb3 0:  1 ,  
Wade - Abrahams, Notti ngham 1 946 

2. 1 .  g41 Ilea 2. �g2 �g7 3. �g3 .tlee7 4 . .tlca1 h6 5. h4 .tlbc7 6. 
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ll 1 a5 [6 .  Il 1 a2 ! ]  6 . . .  llb7 7. lla2 g5 8. ll2a5 f6 9. h5 Cifm 1 0. lle6 llec7 
1 1 .  lld6 llb6 [ 1 1 . . .  Ild7 1 2 . Ild7 Ild7 1 3 . f3+-; 1 1 . . . .H b 1  1 2 . <i!?g2 f Ilec 1 1 3 . Ila7 <i!?e8 1 4. Ile6 with the idea Ile4] 1 2. lla7 lla7 1 3. llb6 
lla1 1 4. 'i!?g2+-

3. 1 .  g61 llg7 2. f6! [2 .  Ilg7 <i!?g7 3. ILh7 <i!?g8 4. Ilf7 Ilf4 with count­
er-play] 2 . . .  ll7g6 3. llh8 llg8 4. lle1 +- Serper - Meste l , Hastings 
1 990 

4. 1 . . .  llh81 2. llb3 [2. fg Ilg8 3. <i!?f3 Ilf8 4. <i!?e3 ILf4+] 2 . . .  llh2! 3. 
lld2 lld4 4. lle2 e6 5. llc3 [5 .  fg <i!?f6 4 1 . <i!?f2] 5 . . .  g3! 6. lld3 llh1 7. 
f4 llf1 1 8. f5 'i!?f6 9. c3 lld3 1 0. 'i!?d3 d51 1 1 .  b3 c4 1 2. be be 1 3. 'i!?e3 lla1 
14. 'i!?f3 lla3-+ Kan - Capablanea, Moscow 1 936 

5. 1 . . .  lle8! [or 1 . . .  Ilc6] 2. 'i!?d2 [2 .  <i!?f2 e 1 tf  (or 2 . . .  e1 .H; or 2 . . .  e 1 il.; 
or 2 . . .  e 1 CLJ)  3 . .He 1  Ilf8-+] 2 . . .  llec6 3. 'i!?e2 [3 .  ll b 1  Ilc2 4. <i!?e 1 
ILf8-+;  3 .  Ile7 .Hc2 4. <i!?e 1 Ilc 1  5 .  <i!?f2 Ilf8 6 .  <i!?g2 ILff 1 -+] 3 . . .  lle2 
4. 'i!?f3 [4. <i!?f 1 Ilf8 5. <i!?e1  Ilc 1 -+] 4 . . .  lle8 5. 'i!?f4 lle31 6. nn llg2-+ 
Winter - Su ltan - Khan , England 1 929 

6. 42. b6! llb6 [42 . . .  cb 43 . .Hc1 .H bc2 44. !lc2 .Hc2 45 . IL g4! +-] 43. 
llhg4 llb8 44. llg7 'i!?h8 45. ll7g6+- Petrosian - G l igor ic ,  B led 1 959 

1 2. QUEEN ENDINGS 

1 .  1 . . .  'IreS 2. 'i!?a7 'i!?h1 -+ Grigorian - Bronste in ,  Vi ln ius 1 975 Zt 
2. 1 . . .  'lrc61 2. 'i!?f5 [2. tfc6==] 2 . . .  'lre4 3. 'i!?e4= Duer - Barbero ,  

Klagenfurt 1 992 
3. 1 .  WI ! +- A iburt - Koc , USR 1 974; 1 .  fe?? tfg6 2 .  <i!?e5 tfe4 3 .  <i!?e4 

<i!?g5 4. <i!?d3 h5 5. e4 h4 6. gh <i!?h4-+ 
4. 1 .  g7 'lre3 2. 'i!?h7 'lrd3 3. 'i!?h8 'lrc3 4. 'lrc4! ! +- Pihai l ic - lvanka, 

Subotica 1 976 
5. 1 . . .  'lrf1 2. 'lrg6 [2 .  <i!?g5 !fd5 3. <i!?f6 �d6==] 2 . . .  'i!?h8! 3. 'i!?g5 [3 . 

<i!?h6 �f8 4. <i!?h5 �f7!==]  3 . . .  'lrf4== Atanasov - Spir idonov, Ruse 1 978 
6. 1 . . .  'i!?e3 ! [ 1  . . .  �e4? 2 .  �a6 <i!?e3 3 .  �a3 <i!?f4 4. �f8 == 

G u n d lach - Me i e r, Germany 1 996]  2 .  'lrg7 'i!?b3 ! 3 .  'lrg8 'i!?a3 !-+ 
7. 1 . . .  f41 (0 :  1 ,  Topalov - Kasparov, 1 999 Linares) 2. 'i!?f4 'i!?d3!-+ 
8. 1 . . .  'i!?f3! 2. 'lrh5 'i!?g31 3. 'lre2 [3 . �g5 <i!?h3-+] 3 . . .  a11r 4. 'lrf1 'lrd4 

5. 'i!?h1 '1rh4-+ Lubl inskiy - Shumi l i n ,  Moscow 1 939 
9. 1 .  'lra6! 'i!?b2 [ 1  . . .  <i!?b3 2 .  'fVd3+-; 1 . . .  <i!?b1  2. �d3+-] 2. 'lrb5 'i!?a1 

3. 'lra4 ( 1 -0 ,  Orlov - Novik ,  St . Petersburg 1 992) 3 . . .  'i!?b1 4. 'lrb3 'i!?a1 
[4 . . .  <i!?c 1 5. �e3+-] 5. 'lra3 'i!?b1 6. 'lrd3+-

1 0. 1 .  'lre61 !  [ 1 . �a5?? �d6 2. �b6 <i!?a8 ! !  3. <i!?b5 �b4==] 1 . . .  'lrb4 [ 1 . . .  
�d3 2 .  �b5+-] 2. 'lrd7!+- (Azmayparashvi l i  - Ye J . ,  Beij i ng  1 988 ;  2 .  
�d5? �e7;!;) 

1 1 .  1 .  'i!?a31 1  [ 1 . <i!?a 1 ?  a6!-+] 1 . . .  a6 [ 1 . . .  <i!?h6 2. �c 1 (or 2 .  �d2) 2 . . .  
<i!?h7 3 .  �b 1 (or 3 .  �c2)  3 . . .  a6 4 .  �c2==] 2. '1rb1 1= Gottschal l - Neuman n ,  
1 882 
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1 2. 1 • . . • g41 2. ci»h2 'flh5 3. cSg2 [3 .  <it>g3 'iYg4!=] 3 . . .  1fg4 4. cSf1 
1Va4= Kcros - Kholmov, Moscow 1 948 Ch URS 

1 3. 1 . . . ci»a6 1 1  [or 1 . . .  <t!i>bS] 2. b7 <Sa6 3. b81!f [3 . b8lLl <it>bS= 
Podgajec - K lovan , Ybbs 1 969] 3 . . .  1fe6 4. cSg7 1!fh6 5. cSgB 1fh8= 

14. 1. f61 �h7 [ I  . . . gf 2. <t!i>g6+-] 2. f71 [2. fg? l!Vf7 !=  Scherbakov -
Arlazarov, USn 1 972 ;  or 2 .  �fS VftS 3 .  gf gf 4. <it>g4 <it>g7 S .  <it>f4 <ittt7 6 .  
<t!i>e4 ri;;e7 7 .  oJidb 'l.!ld7 8 .  hS+-] 2 . . .  1fe5 3. g5! [3 . VieS?? g6  mate ; 3 .  
'iiVf5?? g6 matuj 3 . . . ees 4. fB'll+-

1 5. 1. •dsl l eb4 [ 1 . . .  'iiYg6 2. <it>f4 ri;;h2 3 .  YfeS!  Vfd3 4. bS+-; 1 . . .  'i!g3 
2. b51 (2 .  �rs \!/u 1 3 .  �d4 <t!i>h 1 4. Vlfe4 <it>g 1 s. 'i!g4 <it>h 1 != )  2 . . . 'ii'g6 3 .  
<ittt4 �h2 4 .  �uS �g3 S .  <it>e4 <t!i>h 1 6 .  VifhS <it>g 1 7.  'iYd 1 ri;;f2 8 . 1Vd2 <it>g 1 
9. 1Ve3 �h 1 1 o .  't'ff3 +-l 2. cStal cSh2 [2 . . .  1Vc3 3 .  ri;;t2+-; 2 . . .  'fi't8 3 .  
<it>g3+-] 3 .  •h6 ci»g1 4 .  1!fg5+- Neumann - N N ,  Wien 1 887 

1 6. 1 .  g51 1 ci»g6 [ 1 . . .  fg 2. 'fi'c6+-; 1 . . .  <it>g6 2. 'fi'e8+-] 2. 1fg7 ct15 [2 . . .  
<it>h5 3 .  YWh8 'tUgS 4 .  a8'fi'+-] 3 .  1!fg4 <Se5 4. 1ff4 <Se6 [4 . . .  <it>dS s .  a81V 
'fi'a8 6. tif3 t ] 5. •e4+- Frydmann - G i lg , Mun ich 1 936 

17. 1. f41 1  [ 1 .  '8g4 �f7 with the idea <it>e7=] 1 . . . gf [1 . . .  Vifd7 2 .  fe (2. fg+-) 
2 . . .  fe 3 .  \'i'os with the idea bS-b6, 'fi'c7 +-] 2. 1fb7 cSg6 3. •ca f3 4. •ga 
cSh6 5. dB•+- Glck - Kishnev, Dortmund 1 992; S. d8'fi' Viff4 6. g3 ! +-

1 8. 1 .  f51 1  ef 2. •e7 <Sa6 [2 . . .  <it>c6 3 .  g h !  'fi'hS 4. �e8 ! <it>c7 s .  e6+-] 3. 
b41 cb 4. ab b5 5. e61 [S .  Yfd6? <it>b7 6 .  Vifd7 <it>b8 7. VlfbS <it>c8 8 .  'fi'e8 
ri;;c7 9 .  'f!/e7 �c8 1 0 . V!'e8 <t!i>c7 1 1 .  'i!e7 <it>c8 1 2 . gS f4 1 3 . �e8 <it>c7 1 4 . 
'fi'e7 ri;;c8 1 S . Vies <i!ib7 1 6 . 'iiYdS <t!i>b8 1 7 . ri;;a3 Vlfgs 1 8 . 'fi'd6 <t!i>c8 = 
Adorjan - Orso , Budapest 1 977] 5 . . .  fe [S . . .  Vlfe6 6 .  'fi'e6 fe 7 .  gh+-] 6 • 

• d71+-
13. QUEEN AGAINST TWO ROOKS 

1. 1 .  f31 .g8 [ 1  . . .  'fi'f3 2. ilf7+-] 2. llde4 1fb3 3. cSt2 b5 4. g4 ct16 5. 
ll4e6+- Yandcmi rov - Fi l i ppov, Russia 1 997 

2. 1 . .llb61 .a4 2. llbb7 [or 2 . llf7] 2 . . .  1fa1 3. cSh2 1fa6 [3 . . .  'i!b2 4. llf7 
b3 (4 . . .  �g6 5. Ilg7 <i!ns 6. f3 ! eS 7. dS e4 8. f4+-; 4 . . .  hS S. llg7 <i!ih6 6. h4 
Viff2? 7. I!h7 �g6 8 . .tlbg7 �S 9. llf7+-) S. llg7 <it>h8 6. llgc7+-] 4. llf7 
h5 5. llg7 ci»h6 6. h4 1fd6 7. g3 1fa6 8 . .tlgf7 �g6 9. e4+- with the idea 
1 0 .eS, 1 1 . I!f6 mate , Kramer - Szabados, Amsterdam 1 9SO 

3. 1 .  a41 !lata 2. •ee Ilea 3. 1fds �b7 4. 'I!Vd7 �b8 5. a5 llda s. 1rf7 
1Idf8 7. 1Vh7 ba 8. ba a6 9. 1fe7 � 10. 1fe6 �8 1 1 .  1Va6 cSe7 12. 1fb6 
llbB 13. 1fc7 Wf6 14. h4 1Igf8 15. a6 llbc8 1 6. 'I!Vd6 �7 17. 1fd7 �h6 18. 
a7 1IcctB 19. ••7 J:aa 20. �2 1Iaea 21 . 1fb1 lldB 22. 1Ve4 lldeB 23. 'fld5 
D.g8 24. f4 lldB 25 • •  g5 cSh7 26. 1fe7 cSh6 27. � liaB 28. 1fb7 llaeB 29. 
111b6 1Igt8 30. ci»Q4 l1t5 31 . h51+- Arakhamia - Portisch , Roquebrune 1 998 

4. 1 .  b51 ab 2. •g61 �g8?? [2 . . .  .Iig6=] 3. 1fe6+- Saint Amant -
Staunton , London 1 843 

5 .  1 .  h7 llh5 r 1 . . . \t>g7 2 .  Vfd8+- ;  1 . . .  H.e8  2 .  �d7 +-] 2. 'fld5 
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lle6 3 .  f41 f5 4. fe ll h7 5 .  'fld7 lle7 6 .  'flf5 Cities 7.  f4 Ci!tdB 8 .  e6+­
F ischer  - B i l e k ,  Habana 1 96S  

6 .  1 .  h61 Ci!te7 2. 'fJg5 Ci!tf7 3. 'flf4 Ci!te7 4 .  1Jd4 llf6 5. 'fJe5 lle6 6 .  
h71+- Huebner - Ljubojevic ,  Ti lburg 1 978 

7. 1 .  lla2! Ci!tf1 2. llf2 Ci!te1 3. lle2= Yuferov S. - l brag imov, St. 
Petersburg 1 996 

8. 1 .  b4 eb 2. e5 de 3. 'fJe5+- Shirov - Short ,  Yerevan 1 996 
9. 1 . . .  'flf4! [1 . . .  %l:Vt3? 2 .  d6 e2 3 . .He1 %l:Vt4 4 . .Hd2+-] 2. Ci!tb1 [2 . .He2 %l:Vc4 

3 .  llc2 %l:Va2 4. lle2 %l:Vc4 S. llc2 %l:Va6!-+] 2 . . .  'fJf3 3. Ci!tc1 e2 4. lle1 'fJd5 
5. llee2 g5-+ [S . . .  %l:Va2?! 6 .  llh2 <i&g6 7. llhg2 !oo] 6. b4 g4 7. llc5 1Jd4 8. 
a3 'fla1 9. Ci!td2 'flb2 10. Ci!te1 'fJa3-+ Markowski - Ivanov, Poland 1 997 

1 0. 1 . . .  'fla1 1 2. llef2 'flc3 3. Ci!td1 d3 4. llf5 Ci!tg6 5. lla5 [S .  llt6 <i&gS 
6 . .Ht7 %l:Vd4] 5 . . .  1Jd4! 6. lla6 Ci!tg5 7. llaf6 'fla1 8. Ci!td2 'flc3 9. Ci!td1 de 
1 0. Ci!te1 'fld3!-+ Paol i - Damjanovic ,  Regg io Emi l ia 1 966 

1 1 .  1 .  g4! fg [1 . . .  <i&h4 2. <i&h2 hS 3. ll h6+-] 2. llh41 1 gh [2 . . .  <i&h4 3 .  
ll h6 mate] 3. llb5 'fibS 4 .  ab+- M ieses - N N ,  Metz 1 93S 

12 .  1 . . .  lle7! 2. f30 llfd7 [2 . . .  e3? 3. <i&d3] 3. Ci!te1 e3 4. Ci!tf1 llg7! 5. 
'fJa5 Ci!th4 6. 'fle1 Ci!th3 7. a4 lle1 !-+ Merku lov - Karpenko, URS 1 97S 

1 4. MULTI-PIECE ENDINGS 

1 .  1 . 1llb1 ! llae8 [ 1  . . .  eS? 2. de lies 3. llt7 lle7 4. llg8 ! +-] 2. 1lld2 e5 
3. de lle5 4. lllf3 lle3 5. lllg5 llg3 6. hg h6 7. lllf7 Ci!tg7 8. llld6 lle7 9. 
lllb7 1llf6 1 0. 1llc5± Lasker Em - Pi l lsbury, Paris 1 900 

2. 1 .  h41 h6 2. lllh31 a5 3. f3 a4 4. llhe1 1 [ 4. lLlt2 gS!] 4 ... a3 5. lllf2 a2 6. 
llld3+- lla3 7. lla1 g5 8. hg hg 9. li.g5 Ci!tf7 1 0. Af4 llb8 1 1 .  llec1 Ac6 
1 2. llc3 lla5 13. lle2 llba8 14. llle1 +- Karpov - Kasparov, London 1 986 

3. 1 .  llb1 ! b6 [ 1  . . .  aS 2 .  c3 ! ]  2. b4 eb 3. llb4 a6 4.  lle4 Ci!tf8 5. 
lle6 Ci!te7 6. d4 ed 7. llld4 e5 8. lllf5 Ci!td8 9. g6 hg 1 0 . llg6+­
S p i e l m a n n  - Tarrasch , K iss i ng e n  1 928 

4. 1 .  Aaa! 'fla3 [ 1  . . .  %l:Ve8 2 .  %l:Vc7 <i&g8 (2  . . .  <i&h6 3 .  Ae7 lLlg4 4. %l:Vt4 <i&g7 
S. %l:Vg4 VJ!Je7 6.  lLlfS+-) 3. Ae7 lLlg4 4. %l:Vd7 +-; 1 . . .  %l:Vd8 2 .  lL!hS gh 3. %l:VgS 
<i&h8 4. e7 %l:Ve8 s .  %l:Vt6 <i&g8 6. VJ!Jt8+-] 2. 1llh51 gh [2 . . .  <i&h6 3. lLlt6 VJ!Jc1 4. 
<i&t2 VJ!Jd2 s. <i&g3 VJ!Jc3 6 .  <i&h4 VJ!Jd4 7. lLlg4+-J 3. 'fJg5 Ci!tfa 4. 'fJf6 Ci!tga 5. e7 
'lre1 6. Ci!tt2 'fle2 7. Ci!tg3 'fld3 8. Ci!th4 'lre4 9. Ci!th5 'lre2 10. Ci!th4 'fle4 1 1 .  
g4 'lre1 1 2. Ci!th5 1 :0 ,  Botvinnik - Capablanca, Netherlands 1 938 

5. 1 . . .  g5! 2. lle2 gf 3.  gf llg8 4. lle1 lleg7 5. llle2 f5! 6. ef [6 .  eS 
AeS ! 7.  te lLles 8. <i&e3 f4! 9. lLlt4 ll g3-+] 6 . . .  Af5 7. 1lle4 li.e4 8. Ci!te4 
Ilea 9. Ci!tf3 llf7 1 o. lldd 1 llefB 1 1 .  llf1 li.f4 1 2. lllf4 llf4 13. Ci!tg2 llf1 
14. llf1 llf1 1 5. Ci!tf1 lllh6 1 6. <ifile2 1llf5 17. ll..f2 1lld4 1 8. Ci!td3 1llb3-+ 
Faktor - Rubi nste in , Lodz 1 9 1 6  

6. 1 . . .  lld2 2. llla4 llb2! 3. 1llb2 c3 4. llb6! [ 4.  lLlc4 c2-+; 4. lL!d3 c4 S .  
H b6 cd-+] 4 . . .  c4!! 5 .  llb4 a5! 6. 1lla4 ab-+ Ortueta - Sane , Madrid 1 934 
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' """' - -

[ I )  1 .  e"i e6 2 .  dol d5 3. 1'«.3 a.4 4 ,  e5 <5 5. a3 B>c.l+ 6 .  • 

b>,c3 No7 7. Q;r! ·�<dol B. Q<g7 rJi' 9. Q>h7 Q<7 10. '"'' 
tb<'> 1 1 . 14 dt<:<l2. Qd3 d4 13. �" E'<l7 14. E\<>2 ().(){) 
15. (){) Q>6 N 

(15, _ . 11<.1 D) 
16. tlo4 lidS 1 7. r->:JH kl-9 1B. I>t<f7 Rdf3 19. r->:it> N:e7 
20. Bf3 &6 2 1 .  a4 

(21 93 1? 11) 
tb-1 22. aS Q<S 23. Q'>7 <B+ 24. fJ\1 :12 

(14. "" 1' I? D) 
25. Bxd� 11 

(25, Q• 7 11) 
·;<d; 26. Q ·e7 R:.rq 

f1!L '"s 11 D) 
27. D ? 

(Z7. •A D Pol'e ;.>e. P .d .l N-JJ 29- p· j., N .e.; ;K). Rt· .. I-Llf7 
31 Q , Ph7 32 R"'2 � fJ 33. �f) f) J; 3o4 R• fl P i 35 
Nt:-4 cr. as 36. Pol QdEI 31. Q-·t,,. � .ld JB. Ng�, Flyt«:-' 
Aq.Jarum (\):02,53) -o. 2 J id15 <q.illl choncos) 

Pgf� ? 
(27_ .  Q ct 2 a 28, � C6 �. PQJ R!:1 3l. Q J  IH{>Il7 
3 1 . N 1� b7 32. P. 4 .. � 33. � d4 P�J'5 34. h4 F' '"'"1 
35. Kh2 Ref' 36. P�Y.. t � •.J� R-,tic.a AQ..W"Um (0:07.�) 
-2,6S id 16 etocr hM • - �a'ltaOO) 
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A un ique featu re of our  broadcasts is l ive ana lysis with Rybka Aquari u m .  As soon 

as a move is  played you will see Rybka's eva l uation along with the r&>r·nrr•
'
n n&>r•n.,.n 

variations.  Learn by guessing the moves of the GMs and comparing your 

with the variations suggested by Rybka . 

Watch i n  you r  web browser: ChessOK.com/broadcast 

No registration req u i red 

Live Rybka Aquari u m  a nalysis 

Chat with other observers 
Answer opening q uestions with one-cl ick lookup in our open ing database 

Use one-cl ick lookup of endgames with 3-6 p ieces for the true eval uation 

For playing onl ine check out our  ChessOK Playing Zone :  

ChessOK.com/playing_zone. html 

Best of a l l :  It's free! 
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